1996 High School Wrestling

Forecast 25th Annual Edition


DIVISION II

103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JIM HOLMES (RAVENNA)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Frederick (Vermillion)

3. Crane (Utica)

4. Adkins (Coventry)

5. Kovach (Firelands)

6. Mesenberg (Milan Edison)

7. Rossiter (Buckeye Local)

8. Stroupe (Springfield Shawnee)

9. Falk (Orrville)

10. Leng (Medina Highland)

11. Quick (Perkins)

12. Mihalko (Twinsburg)

13. Lewis (Norwood)

14. Toukonen (Claymont)

15. Tomaso (Chardon)

16. Ritter (Wauseon)

17. Hickman (Alter)

18. Tilson (Port Clinton)

19. Chavers (Warrensville Hts.) 
20. Bellante (Dayton Christian) 
21. Wenzel (Olentangy)

22. Taylor (Carrollton)

23. Egger (Fairfield Union) 
24. Thompson (Bethel Tate) 
25. Simmons (Lake Catholic)

The defending Division II and Division III champions will both compete at this weight in 1996, but there is not likely to be much suspense as to the final outcome. Jimmy Holmes defeated a tough field last year while taking the Division II title, and he has been even more imposing this year. While excellent on his feet, his real strength is on top where he can score and often pin in a hurry. Undefeated this season, he pinned to win championships at both Solon and Kenston and he will be a strong favorite to repeat this year. Last year he defeated Sessley in the semi-finals and Tompkins in tHe finals; and while this is a solid field, no one approaches the skills of that duo.

Holmes' top two challengers are likely to emerge from the Galion District. Frederick was 5th at this weight last year -- losing one-pointers to both Tompkins and Sessley. He has campaigned primarily at 112# without blemish and was 2nd at Medina at 103# -- losing in the finals to Kulczycki. A formidable competitor, he may have trouble matching up style-wise with Holmes. Also at Marion Harding is the defending Division III State champ, Scott Crane. Last year he capped a 44-2 season with a marvelous State tourney by dominating the field and avenging his district loss to Beyer with a 10-0 lambasting in the final. He has been at 112# all year finishing 5th at the lronman and then defaulting at the Medina semi-finals to Sessley when injured while trailing 5-0. If he again gets hot at Wright State, he could challenge Holmes. Mesenburg, also at 112# most of the year, is probably next best at this district. A first-round district upset victim last year, he should qualify behind Frederick and Crane. Behind this trio are six to eight potential qualifiers that the district draw will eventually sort out. I've ranked the Tiffin champ Quick, Ritter, Tilson, Wenzel and Egger. Certainly Helton (Norwalk), Yates (Big Walnut), and Noftz (Clyde) are about equal in stature, and it should be a real donnybrook for those last two places.

The Firestone District is undoubtedly the deepest in the state this year at 103#. Holmes, of course, is the standout, but State qualifier Kovach and the powerful Adkins certainly have placement potential. Kovach dropped a 10-6 District decision to Holmes last year, but still grabbed the last qualifying spot. After an impressive first-round win over Hess, he was tech failed by Tompkins and eliminated in a one-point loss to Frederick. Adkins, behind Tompkins last year, has come into his own during his junior season. A ferocious pinner, he won easily at Wadsworth decking Nettle in the final. Despite all his fine wins, one of his most impressive outings was a 16-11 loss to Kulczycki in which he nearly pinned the Division I State placer and lost only in the last 15 seconds. He can pin anyone in this field, including Holmes, so he is capable of the big upset. His problem may well be handling Holmes' legs if he finds himself on the

. bottom. Falk won two District bouts at 112# last year and will be tough at the lower weight. Leng is a great freshman who was 4th at Medina, losing twice to Stickel. Mihalko was a runner-up to Holmes at both Solon and Kenston, while Tomaso has previous District experience. Simmons must also be watched based on a 2nd at the CIT, including a 20-4 shellacking of Division I State qualifier Zielinski. The freshman Shutty (Padua), Merriman (Fairview Park), and Canzonetta (Ashtabula Edgewood) could be other factors.

It's much weaker at Wilmington. State alternate Stroupe was close to State qualification last year, and should dominate this season. He would appear to be a quantum jump ahead of everyone else here. A possible exception might be Lewis, who has been impressive in winning several small tourneys. Hickman might be best placed for the last qualifying berth, but that is certainly tenuous. Other than those listed, Uehlin (Purcell) and Wells (Franklin) might be other candidates.

The Buckeye Local District is nearly bereft of talent beyond the return of District champ and State qualifier Rossiter. He cruised through this district last year and there is far less talent here now. Toukonen seems next best, but after that I can detect virtually nothing. Except for Rossiter, this is the district you'll want to draw into.

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SHAUN TOMPKINS (COVENTRY) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Sessley (Beechcroft) 
3. Legarth (Fairview Park) 
4. Joltin (Liberty)

5. Fabian (Oak Harbor) 
6. Smith (Lexington)

7. Cooper (Buckeye)

8. Huxel (Perry)

9. Hess (Graham)

10. Alcantor (Girard)

11. Pusateri (DeSales) 
2. Ream (Springfield NW) 
13. McCoy (Wilmington)

14. Kendjorsky (Buckeye Local) 
15. Hockaday (Watterson)

16. Mackesy (Indian Lake) 
17. Wall (Hamilton Twp.)

18. Bullock (Cambridge)

19. Heitfield (Lemon Monroe) 
20. Hernandez (Wauseon) 
21. Metcalf (Padua)

22. Schirig (Perkins)

23. Dixon (Steubenville) 
24. Brankatelli (Orange)

25. O'Dell (Eaton)

This is unquestionably the strongest, deepest, best-credentialed weight class of the 42 to be contested this year. It currently includes 12 returning State qualifiers, including seven who have placed and three who were finalists (including two-time champion Joltin). While 119# is no treat, we may see some migration in that direction from this class. There will be great match-ups starting with the very first round and the eventual resolution of this weight is anything but clear.

Tompkins, the star Coventry junior, was 2nd at 103# last year losing a 14-11 battle with Holmes. An integral part of the Coventry's brilliant lower weights, he has sparkled all year. His only loss -- in the Dies Final -- was a second period fall by Cooper in a bout in which he was leading. Team momentum could be a major factor here.

Sessley is also very, very good. He was 3rd at 103# last year (losing to Holmes) and he was super-impressive. This year at Medina, he again looked great before dropping a close bout to Division I pick Smith in the finals -- a bout that will clearly not make the referee's Hall-of-Fame. Talent-wise, he may be the best candidate, but he'll need to string four great bouts together.

Joltin, of course, was a Division III champ at 103# in 1994, and then won at 112# in Division II last year. He could end up being the first Ohio three-time champ that never was made a top choice in this report. If so, shame on me. Joltin has exceptional talent and is far more battle-hardened than the relatively weak schedule he wrestles would suggest. More importantly, he exhibits great resiliency and resourcefulness.

Last year, Legarth dominated him in the District final winning 9-4. He bounced back by wrestling a great State tourney, including a 10-2 victory in the finals over Drew Smith.

The real enigma here is the two-time State qualifier Legarth. Twice he has had exceptional seasons end with first-round State losses. This year has been his best so far as he has been thoroughly dominating in virtually every contested bout. If he wrestles at Wright State at the same level he has maintained this year, he will win.

Smith was a major surprise last year. He grabbed the 5th and last qualifying spot with a narrow 4-2 win over Wall, and then caught fire at Wright State. It was triggered with a 3-2 first round upset of Legarth and then solid wins over both Schlaegel and Dickson. Joltin hammered in the finals, but it was a great performance. It will take a miracle of similar Proportions to happen again, but this competitor is clearly a pressure wrestler.

Let's briefly plug these top contenders into the District context. It will be brutal at Firestone. Tompkins, Legarth and Joltin will be joined by Division III placer Huxel and State qualifier Cooper. Watch out for Cooper. He has the ability to take out anybody in this field once he gets rolling. He has to beat out Division I State qualifier Dennis

Archer just to make the team at 112#. Just another example of the fierce competition at every tier of this weight class. This is a sensational quintet and one can only hope that the pairings are such that all can qualify. State alternate Alcantor missed Wright State by two points last year, and he lost a narrow 9-7 decision to Joltin at Jackson-Milton. Beside Metcalf and Brankatelli, it would be unfair not to mention the excellent Watson (Benedictine), Varney (Kenston) and Miller (Lake Catholic).

Galion is equally crowded and nearly as tough. Besides Sessley and Smith, the competition will include the very tough State place winner Fabian. A rugged competitor, he defeated runner-up Smith at last year's District and wrestles primarily tight, low scoring bouts that almost always provide an opportunity to win. State qualifier Pusateri never really impresses me during the regular season, but he sure knows how to win at tournament time. Tompkins beat him 21-9 in the dual meet. Hockaday and Wall should battle for the last spot, but Hernandez and the recently cut-down Schirig should be right. there, too.

Hess, McCoy and Ream are a trio of State qualifiers out of Wilmington who placed exactly in that order at the 103# District last year. The vagaries of the draw and some pressure wrestling got Ream a State 4th, which included a big win over Cooper. Hess, however, is still top dog here after winning at Graham and finishing 4th at Medina -- including a 7-1 loss to Fabian. A second trio of Mackesy, Heitfield and O'Dell seem somewhat behind the top group, while Pierce (Springfield Shawnee) and Baudendistel (Mason) have long-shot potential.

Again, the Buckeye Local District is way behind. It would not surprise me if their three qualifiers failed to win a bout. Kendjorsky seems best, but Dixon and Bullock' could challenge. Three with upset potential might be Hinzey (St. Clairsville), Burkhart (Morgan) and Smalley (Washington Court House).

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: DAMON STOUGH (COVENTRY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Spencer (Edison Local) 
3. Hickman (Alter)

4. Davis (Utica)

5. Hellickson (Olmsted Falls) 
6. Skarupa (Norwalk)

7. Coe (Ravenna)

8. Novario (Twinsburg)

9. Schlaegel (Graham)

10. Archer (Buckeye)

11. Cooper (Steubenville)

12. Johnson (ClaYmor:t)

13. Murphy (Perry)

14. Hassey (Columbus DeSales)

15. Hansen (Indian Lake)

16. Borjas (Oak Harbor)

17. Wilson (West Holmes)

18. Grant (Bryan)

19. Everhart (Springfield Shawnee) 
20. Tolar (Padua)

21. Mauser (Orange)

22. Ramey (Circleville)

23. Lowe (Clermont NE)

Damon Stough may turn out to be the shortest member of this field, but it's likely that he'll be on the top step come late Saturday afternoon at Wright State. A real crowd-pleaser, he is non-stop action looking to score or pin every second of the bout. He was 6th as a freshman, 4th last year as a sophomore, and he will be a solid favorite to win this year. He has manhandled every competitor this year including a fall over former State runner-up DiMichele. He is fun to watch.

Again, it's a very deep district at Firestone. While Stough stands ahead of the field, that distance is not insurmountable. Whoever the other four qualifiers are, they all will have placement potential; but identifying that quartet from among a tightly bunched field will be tough. State qualifiers Novario and Coe met for 3rd place at Solon with Coe a narrow winner. Cae is something of a paradox. On occasion he looks close to unbeatable, and then you see something like a 15-4 loss to Shawk and you have to wonder. State qualifier Archer certified at 112#, but unless he can defeat Cooper in the wrestle-off, he'll be here -- which, frankly, isn't that bad an outcome. He hasn't seemed focused in some of his bouts. Hellickson may be better than any of this group, while Division III qualifier Murphy could be the big surprise here. He wrestled McClanahan tough in the 125# finals at Wadsworth. He may be vastly under-appreciated at number 13 on this list. Mauser and Tolar are two outstanding freshmen who might not have the horsepower to go with the top boys. Gibbs may be another surprise. He looks to be a totally different wrestler at 119#, but his sectional at Olmsted Falls will be brutal. Spetz (Lake Catholic) and Daniels (Field) are another step behind.

I was tremendously impressed with Spencer at Medina. He was outstanding at 125# and he'll be even better at 119#. He ripped Forsyth 10-3 for 3rd place. The Buckeye Local District is solid. State qualifiers Johnson and Cooper are right behind Spencer with Wilson yet another contender. The physical style exhibited at this district may serve the qualifying trio well at Wright State. I also like Rinkes (Buckeye Local), Melvin (Maysville) and Pendleton (Indian Creek) here.

Davis, a Division III State qualifier, was also outstanding at Medina winning over State placer Wentz in the semi-finals and giving Thompson a battle in the finals. Those bouts exhibited both his strengths and weaknesses. He is very good in the top position and he dominated Wentz for much of the bout from there. Thompson, however, exposed some weaknesses on his feet -- never letting Davis gain control. Former State qualifier Skarupa might be next best here, but this district is difficult to "read." As the ratings show, except for the top duo, it seems a relatively weak field. Besides those I've listed look to Knous (St. Mary Memorial), Maehl (Olentangy) and Schumacher (Shelby) for possible qualification.

Hickman and Schlaegel have both won bouts at the State level and head the group at Wilmington. However, it looks to be a closely matched field with Everhart, Hansen, and Lowe all candidates for the third State berth. My guess is that the pairings will have a major impact on that process with Waldren (Urbana) and Mullen (New Richmond) as dark horses.

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JESSE CLARK (PADUA)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Ramos (Wauseon)

3. McClanahan (Coventry) 
4. Doyle (Buckeye Local)

5. Springer (Milan Edison) 
6. Myers (New Philadelphia) 
7. Dickson (Indian Lake)

8. McEvoy (Wilmington)

9. Jordan (Ravenna)

10. Cox/Gunn (Olentangy) 
11. Evangelista (Geneva) 
12. Reid (Steubenville)

13. Fransen (Buckeye Valley)
14. Concar (Avon Lake)

15. Kinzer (Washington Court House) 
16. Stopperich (Twinsburg)

17. Patrick (Tipp City)

18. Anderson (Graham)

19. Dickson (Port Clinton)

20. Anderson (Trenton Edgewood) 
21. Van Dorn (Lexington)

22. McArthur (V ASJ)

23. Stacy (Indian Creek)

24. Knepper (Anthony Wayne)

25. Bartley (Ravenna Southeast)

This is a weight class filled with question marks. There have been very few match-ups of the top contenders, several of the highest rated come from different divisions, and injuries (past and present) may be at work here. My feeling is that the top trio stand somewhat above the rest of those ranked, with the second threesome, perhaps, good enough to challenge.

Jesse Clark has competed at four different weight classes with equal and astounding success. A Division I State qualifier the last three years (including a 4th last year), he has tremendous experience and handles pressure very well. Of equal importance is that he can score points in bunches, and has the ability to pin at any time. When Jesse gets on a roll, he can be totally awesome. To give one example, he demolished eventual State runner-up Frank Favaro 19-4 in 4:43 at last year's District, and did much the same at 140# this year to State placer Jerry Stratos.

Right behind Clark is State runner-up Jake Ramos who lost the State title in overtime at 119# last year. Ramos, who whipped Stough in that tourney, is the linch-pin of a very fine Wauseon team and he will not succumb easily to Clark (or anyone). One had to be impressed with his near victory over Lamson in the finals in.a heart stopping bout that pushed both competitors to their limits.

State qualifier McClanahan is the third member of this top triad. My guess is that he could probably make 119#, but Stough makes for a tough wrestle-off. He, too, has had a great year (who at Coventry hasn't) that was highlighted by a 13-3 victory over Division I third-placer Mark Balog at the Dies final. Like anything else, wrestling feeds on emotion and McClanahan could benefit from Coventry momentum -- if it develops.

Clark and McClanahan should be in opposite halves of the draw, which would mean Ramos would have to beat both to win. That would truly be called earning the title. There is a fall-off behind this top duo at Firestone. Jordan was very impressive at Solon at 130#, but fell early and often at Kenston. I'm not sure how he'll do at 125#. State qualifier Evangelista may be undervalued in this rating and the same may be true for Stopperich who confounds me with his inconsistent results. Both could be substantial factors here. Concar has wrestled a great campaign and deserves qualification. Again Ketchum (Ashtabula Edgewood), McDonald (Warrensville Hts.) and Rhee (University School) deserve consideration.

Right behind Ramos at Galion is the excellent Springer. He has already won four, tournaments and would be in the top group except for his somewhat inexplicable State performance last year when he lost quickly in the first round. There is a big drop-off at this district after the top two with the other three qualifiers unlikely to place. Besides those listed look for Henn (Bexley), Gilmore (Willard) and Tailford (Oak Harbor) as long-shots for qualification.

There is substantial talent emerging from Buckeye Local. Doyle is the defending district champ who drew the redoubtable Tartt in the first round and lost a 12-7 slugfest (Tartt went on to finish 4th). This year he is even better and should be on the rostrum late Saturday afternoon. The only issue might be his physical condition after knee problems in January. Behind him is former State qualifier Myers who missed the important parts of last year with injuries. Healthy once more, he won handily at Smithville, but finished 4th at Wadsworth after losing in the semis to Murphy. Reid won three district bouts and looks ready to qualify, but will be pressed by Kinzer, Stacy and, perhaps, Martin (West Holmes). A solid district.

State qualifier Dickson and McEvoy head a cast of thousands at Wilmington. Dickson was a State semi-finalist last year, including a huge win over defending State champ Levi Spurlock before falling into reverse and losing three bouts to finish 6th. . McEvoy exactly paralleled that effort by winning two heart thumpers before an 8-5 loss to Philabaum set him on the path for 6th place. They'll have to be in top form to match or exceed that effort this year. The third qualifying spot is wide open. I've listed Patrick and a set of Anderson, but Sheffield (Loveland), Baker (Dayton Carroll), or Baker (Springfield Shwanee) will also challenge.

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SHAWN BRISTOW (AVON LAKE) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. DeShon (Coventry)

3. Short (Olentangy)

4. Plouse (Akron St. Vincent) 
5. Parrish (Buckeye Valley)

6. Muzykoski (Licking Valley) 
7. Lensman (Graham)

8. Rea (Hubbard)

9. Moore (Springfield Shawnee) 
10. High (Lima Bath)

11. Santiago (Canfield)

12. Dixon (West Holmes)
13. Sanner (Chardon)

14. Woomer (Vincent Warren) 
15. Jackson (Logan Elm) 
16. Mauro (Dayton Carroll) 
17. Weltle (Perkins)

18. Clemons (Hillsboro)

19. M. Waits (Loveland) 
20. Boggs (South Point)

21. Kline (Ravenna)

22. Wick (Benjamin Logan) 
23. Estrada (Wauseon)

There are some potentially intriguing match-ups at this weight class. Last year State runner-up Shawn Bristow lost a District quarter-final bout and was catapulted into the first round of the Consolation. It was there that he and Chris Plouse met in an overtime bout that Bristow eventually won with that sudden-death takedown. He then cruised through three more Consolation bouts and won his first three State bouts before falling in the finals. Plouse, of course, was by that narrow margin eliminated from

District competition. That rivalry is likely to continue with Bristow the favorite at the class and Plouse a top contender. Bristow is undefeated at 135# this season, but will compete at 130#. He has not been challenged either at Avon Lake or Brunswick, and his buzz-saw style will be tough to beat.

DeShon and Plouse who look to be his two most determined rivals, were teammates last year at Akron St. Vincent and clearly must know every element of the other's style. They should be sectional finalists and, very likely, State qualifiers. DeShon had a tough draw at Wright State falling into the same quarter-bracket as the eventual champ and 3rd place finisher. He lost to the champ by one point and the third placer by two. That means he's right there. State qualifiers Rea and Sanner fall well behind this trio with the improving Santiago also within this grouping.

The Galion District is strong, but it's difficult to envision any of these qualifiers taking home the State title. State qualifiers Short, High, Muzykoski, Parrish and Weltle are all certified at this class, and if you factor Jackson, Estrada and Gammie (Milan Edison) into the mix, it makes for an exceptionally competitive tourney. Parrish has won a couple of State bouts, while Muzykoski placed 4th in Division III two years ago. All of this group has performed well this season and it will be those having a hot weekend who will quality. Long-shots are the younger Spurlock (Bellevue) and Weinhammer (Clyde).

My guess is that State qualifier Woomer will move up to 130# and join Dixon and Clemons as co-favorite at Buckeye Local. While very competitive, this district is unlikely to challenge for more than a very low place at the State level.

We've talked a lot about Coventry's brilliant lightweights, but St. Paris Graham also has an exceptional group of performers between 112# and 145#. Lensman is a typical example of the quality product put out by that school on an every year basis. He heads a Wilmington District that displays substantial depth, but not much up-top strength. Luke More is now a maturing sophomore and is following in the footsteps of his State placing brother. He could well upset one of the higher rated wrestlers from the two northern districts.

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TAIT MILLER (OAK HARBOR) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Burkhard (Olmsted Falls) 
3. Tartt (Warrensville Hts.) 
4. Morgan (Graham)

5. Smith (St. Charles)

6. Marder (Twinsburg) 
7. Wenzel (Olentangy)

8. Wallace (Valley View)

9. Eger (Watterson)

10. Sommer (Crestwood) 
11. Gabriel (Maysville)

12. Brunetti (Lake Catholic) 
13. Porter (Bellaire)

14. Schneider (Wauseon)

15. McCort (Carrollton)

16. Kelley (Kenton Ridge)

17. Cain (Steubenville)

18. Pastva (Ravenna Southeast) 
19. Almester (Rossford)

20. Hopkins (Coventry)

21. Foos (Dover)

22. Montgomery (Taylor)

23. Shaw (Hamilton Twp.)

24. Cummins (Indian Lake) 
25. Spies (Logan Elm)

Several of the top rated people at this weight class are actually certified at 130#, but, I believe, will flow up to the more congenial 135# class. One who will be coming from the opposite direction is defending State champion Tait Miller, who apparently found the cut to 135# difficult. Nonetheless, come February and March I anticipate hireturning to this class to successfully defend his title. He has had an up-and-down year. At the lronman he competed at 140# defeating Favaro 16-14 OT, and then in an epic 9-9 tie with Hartzler, received a victory by disqualification on a biting foul. His drop to 135#, on the other hand, ended with Schneider headlocking him into an unexpected second period fall. Miller had six losses entering the States last year before taking the title. That experience gives him a slight advantage over his top two Northeastern District competitors.

Both Tartt, 4th last year, and State qualifier Burkhard certified at 130#, but I anticipate them here where they both stand good chances of winning it all. Tartt is a go-for-broke scorer who can put a lot of points on the board. He pinned with 10 seconds to go to win the 5th and last State qualifying spot, then took a strong 4th at Wright State. Burkhard was a District runner-up who lost an overtime tie-breaker in the State quarter-finals and failed to place. He's due for a big State tourney. Marder, Sommer, and Brunetti are all State caliber wrestlers who must beat back some spirited competition to qualify. Hopkins, for example, would be at 130# except that DeShon has already staked out that spot for Coventry. His victory over Toyama at the St. Edward's dual showed his capability there. He may be overmatched by the very best at 135#. Kellhoffer (Geneva), Springob (West Geauga), and Mendez (Salem) are just three of a lot of other possibilities.

Miller will face plenty of tough competition at Galion. Devin Smith has particularly caught my attention, and his recent title at the CIT at 140# is confirmation of his standing. He lost some very close bouts at both the District and State level last year, but should reverse those in 1996. State qualifiers Wenzel and Eger are looking for a return trip to Wright State, and then moving to the next level with State victories. That would appear to leave just one remaining qualifying spot for Schneider, Almester, Shaw, and Spies, but expect them to pull at least one upset. Another possibility is Isaac Burger (Bellevue) who has missed the entire season, but should return shortly. Rooney (Columbus DeSales), Howell (Paulding) and Veliz (Milan Edison) are other thoughts here.

It's going to be an uphill struggle for the Buckeye Local qualifiers. Gabriel looked real quick at Tiffin and exhibited possible placement potential. State qualifiers Porter and McCort are right behind him, while Cain and Foos will challenge.

One of the most impressive freshmen that I've seen this year is Graham's outstanding Ty Morgan. He was a semi-finalist at Medina wrestling up a weight and appears to be otherwise undefeated in his own area. If he follows the normal improvement curve we're looking at a multiple State champ by the time he graduates. Wallace has had a solid year for Valley View, while a number of solid performers like Kelley, Montgomery, and Cummins are right behind. DeMarco (Springfield NE) and Fahnestock (Bellefontaine) are other possibilities.

140#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SHANE HARTZLER (ORRVILLE)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Tomcik (Norton)

3. Pusateri (Columbus DeSales) 
4. Miller (Teays Valley)

5. Ma. Taylor (Dover)

6. M. Becks (Lake Catholic)

7. Newell (Hubbard)

8. Schnittker (Perkins)

9. Ray (Hamilton Ross)

10. C. Anderson (Chardon) 
11. Bryant (New Lexington)

12. J. Waits/Kenney (Loveland) 1
13. Flanagan (Watterson)
14. Frick (John Glenn)

15. Eisenmann (Avon Lake) 
16. Birden (Steubenville)

17. DeLamatre (Milan Edison) 
18. Meinking (Purcell)

19. Priebe (Ravenna)

20. White (Sheridan)

21. Zickafoose (Tipp City) 
22. Mathews (Big Walnut)

23. Hieber (Galion)

24. C. DeMarco (Springfield NE) 
25. DeMarco (Padua)

Early in the year I anticipated a strictly two-man battle for the top spot between neighborhood rivals Hartzler and T omcik. Last year Hartzler took a strong 2nd losing only to three-time champ Pariano in the finals at both Districts and States. Tomcik was right behind him with a solid 3rd losing only to the top two boys at the Sectional, District and State levels. Since they exit the same sectional, they would be opposite halves at both the District and State competitions. Now, however, that initial certainty has faded to, perhaps, a strong possibility. Tomcik, although he won the title, was not overly impressive at Solon, and then failed to place at Medina. However, he did bounce back strongly at the Dies, and may be rounding back into 1995 form. Hartzler, too, suffered a setback at the Ironman in the now controversial biting incident which also cost him a suspension. However, big wins at Chippewa and Tri-West would also seem to indicate a return to form.

The Firestone District has a lot of firepower. Becks was a District semi-finalist last year before a 13-2 loss to Pariano sent him spiraling down to 6th place, missing qualification by one spot. Newell, Anderson and Eisenmann are all State caliber wrestlers who will face challenges from Priebe, DeMarco and the like. Again it looks like Hartzler versus Tomcik at the top with everyone else battling for the last three spots.

There is also a powerful duo atop the Galion District. State qualifier Pusateri and Miller (6th last year) have the firepower to challenge Tomcik and Hartzler, although they would be underdogs in any such confrontation. Pusateri, at 135# last year, looked like sure placement potential, but after a strong first-round performance, he got stuck by Weinfurtner in just 92 seconds and then lost his first Consolation bout in overtime. Late word is that an arm injury may prematurely end his season. Miller, on the other hand, got a somewhat unexpected place keyed by two one-point victories. The rest of this district is substantially less strong and unlikely challenge to the top group. A wrestler to keep in mind for the future is the Galion freshman Ryan Hieber. While not quite ready for prime time, he'll soon be there.

Matt Taylor is the other potential candidate to unseat one of my top two choices. He won one State bout at 140# last year losing to Tomcik 9-2 in the championship round. I think he has substantially narrowed that gap. Frick, Bryant and Birden would seem to be the three next best here. White, DaRe (St. Clairsville), and Bostian (Beaver Local) are other, more distant, possibilities.

It is not a strong group of 140#ers at Wilmington despite the potential addition of some 135s from that crowded district class. I've listed Ray, Waits and Meinking as the top threesome, but that is far more guesswork than analysis. It's difficult to see much chance of State placement from this group, although bigger surprises have certainly occurred.

145#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JASON LARA (RAVENNA) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. DeFranco (Fairview Park)

3. D. Anderson (Chardon)

4. Weeks (Watterson)

5. Workman (Olmsted Falls)

6. Sax (Milan Edison) 
7. Fullerton (Graham)

8. Pleger (Watkins Memorial)

9. Mi. Taylor (Dover)

10. Shamblin (Ravenna Southeast) 
11. Neider (Rocky River)

12. Cornish (Buckeye Local)

13. Anderson (Bethel Tate)

14. Valentine (Columbus DeSales) 
15. Finck (New Lexington)

16. Montgomery (Rossford)

17. Lindner (Hamilton Ross)

18. Sass (Padua)

19. Glancy (Vincent Warren)

20. Jewell (Trenton Edgewood) 
21. Haas (Wauseon)

22. Schmidt (Clermont NE)

23. O'Donaghue (Bay)

24. Lucas (Beaver Local)

25. Goings (Paulding)

This is a weight class that is really up for grabs. My choice is solid season veteran Jason Lara who was 4th at this weight last year and has had an outstanding season -- losing only once at 152# to Josh Hegedish. Lara is particularly good on top and the ability to score from that position is an enormous advantage at any level. He wins a lot of technical falls, which indicates the kind of scoring machine he can be.

The Firestone District contains three of Lara's toughest title competitors. DeFranco would have been at 140# last year, but Pariano's presence pushed him up to 145#. Lara nipped him 3-1 in his District opener, and then State qualifier Hageman squeaked out a 5-4 win in the Consolations. This year he has been dominant at both Brecksville and Solon -- his only close bout a dual meet win over Neider. Anderson was 5th last year at 140# losing primarily to the HartzlerlTomcik/Pariano triad at the District and State level. He defeated Workman 8-7 at the Kenston final. State qualifier Workman should place this year and he certainly has finalist potential. He has shown steady improvement over the past four years, and this will be his final opportunity. This great District quartet is augmented by some fine secondary strength. Neider is very good and, or far, very unlucky. He needs a reversal of fortune, but he, too, has placement potential. I've listed Shamblin, Sass and O'Donaghue, but they are not the only potential qualifiers at this weight. Crossen (Talmadge), Vanni (Highland), Stewart (Akron St. Vincent) and Ferrara (Trinity) all could make waves in what should be a Vf~ry interesting competition.

There will be a strong and deep field at Galion. Weeks won the District title at this weight class last year, but then lost an overtime bout to Workman in the first round and was eliminated. He is ever better this year and was solid at Medina in that absolutely monstrous 152# class. State qualifiers Pleger and Valentine are back, with the former converting two consolation wins into a 6th place finish last year. Valentine has wrestled much of the year at 160#, and it will be interesting to see how quickly he adjusts to this much lower weight. He could be a key element in DeSales' team chances. An otherwise solid year for Pleger was disturbed by a recent 16-4 loss to Tracy Miller, but the size of the score may be just an anomaly. Montgomery and Haas both look like State material, but one will have to pull an upset to make it. Goings, Fisher (Bellevue) and Uhl (Perkins) are long shots.

It's a very solid group at Buckeye Local. Mike Taylor and Cornish are both returning State qualifiers, while Finck was a State alternate. Mix in Glancy, Lucas, Zuercher (West Holmes) and Unger (Coshocton) and you have the potential for an exceptionally good competition. I still see the top-rated all qualifying, but a single misstep is likely to be fatal here. I think Taylor's win over Rhett Peters at 152# is a good indicator of his placement potential.

Two-time State qualifier Fullerton stands pretty much alone in the Southwest District. Two years ago he qualified as a 140# freshman ending up with a 21-17 record. Then last year he built on that by finishing 2nd to eventual State champ Hildebrand at the District level, but again took an early first round State exit. This year he has dominated this district and was a Medina semi-finalist losing a tough battle to Tracy Miller. The rest of this group will struggle at the State level.

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOSH HEGEDISH (TWINSBURG) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Boggs (Perkins)

3. Stehura (Jefferson)
4. Burkholder (Wauseon) 
5. Hageman (Buckeye) 
6. Wallace (Franklin)

7. Davis (Paulding)

8. Davis (Alter)

9. Peters (Claymont) 
10. Ivory (Hamilton Twp.)

11. Gantz (Avon Lake) 
12. Avers (Oak Harbor) 
13. Myers (Eaton)

14. Tim Miller (Teays Valley)

15. Reeder (Green)

16. Dyrdek (St. Clairsville)

17. Roberts (Ravenna Southeast)

18. Kalla (Roger Bacon)

19. Hager (Beaver Local)

20. Brink (Minerva)

21. Daniels (Kenton Ridge)

22. Adkins (South Point)

23. Sundermeier (Lake)

24. Young (Ravenna)

25. Smith (River Valley)

This is a very tough call, in part because of the contrasting styles of the top two contenders. Two-time State qualifier Boggs is a strong, flashy wrestler who can score big and pin with real abandon. In winning his District last year, he didn't have a bout.go the full six minutes as he totally dominated the field. However, he drew into the McFarland-Knaze quarter-bracket, and after an 11-3 loss to McFarland never got a second chance when Knaze took out McFarland. My thoughts are that a down-tempo match is the best chance to overcome his quickness and strength. Hegedish may not be quite the athlete that Boggs is, but he just keeps getting better and better. He was a surprise State qualifier two years ago, but injuries sidelined him in District action in 1995. He caught my eye last year at Solon when he beat State champion Boross for 3rd, and this season lost in the title round to the same competitor by a tight 7-6 bout.

He is methodical and consistent and provides six tough, competitive minutes of wrestling. A title match featuring these two would provoke substantial fan interest. However, neither wrestler will have an automatic berth to the finals.

At Galion, Boggs will match up with the returning 145# District champ in Josh Burkholder. After a 5th place finish last year, the very strong Burkholder has been dominant at 160# this season. He won the Rogers with a 12-2 title round victory, and won at Oak Harbor with almost equal ease. If Boggs and Hegedish draw into the same half bracket, he could be a finalist. It's a loaded district. State qualifier Davis also returns after moving down from 160# at certification time. He has dominated the smaller school tourneys in the Northwest District. His problem will be improving on a 0-2 State record that saw him outscored 40-13. State qualifier Ivory will also be a factor, as will the solid Avers. I've also listed Miller, Sundermeier and Smith -- and the first of this trio is a particular threat. He, too, is down from 160#.

The Firestone District, as is almost always the case, is very strong. State qualifiers Stehura and Hageman both placed at the very strong 160# class at Medina. Both boys are excellent competitors and have upset potential versus anyone in this field, and both are undefeated outside of Medina. Hageman's recent win at the Dies was a good confirmation of his ranking. After the top trio, there is something of a fall off. Gantz, however, has had a big year winning at Avon lake and Brunswick and lost by two points at Buckeye to Hageman. He may have substantially narrowed that perceived gap. Reeder and Roberts are two other possibilities, with Brink and Young in the hunt. This latter boy was displaced at 145# when lara moved down, but he may be a much better competitor here than anticipated. While at 145# he was 2nd at Solon to DeFranco and 4th at Kenston in a strong field. He could be a real fetor. Other thoughts are Conroy/Pennell (Chardon), Mumin (Warrensville Hts.) and Martig (West Branch).

If memory serves, Rhett Peters will be the sixth brother of that illustrious clan to qualify for State action (Scott, Matt, Brett, Chett and Kurtt). That will tie the current' record held by the DiSabatos, and with Elliott and Clintt yet to come that record is in real jeopardy. Peters has lost only to State qualifiers King (at 160#) and Taylor (at 152#) this year, and neither will be at this District weight class. His only real

competition could be State qualifier Dyrdek whose sudden-death takedown got him a ticket to Wright State. After this duo, all is chaos with any of a dozen potential qualifiers.

State qualifier Wallace heads the field at Wilmington. He lost a one-pointer for the District crown at this weight last year, but it should be a relatively easy win this time. He easily chopped up the solid junior Myers at Trenton Edgewood, and has won three of four tournaments entered. His only defeat was at the mammoth GMVWA where he lost a 23-15 barn burner to Division I LeBeau. His stiffest competition could be Davis who crushed the field at Troy. Still, Weeks decked Davis at the CIT. I've also listed Kalla and Daniels with Knull (St. Paris Graham) another possibility. This group will be severely tested in the cauldron of Wright State.

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOHN McGHEE (COVENTRY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Wervey (Kenston)

3. Long (Clyde)

4. B. Becks (Lake Catholic)

5. King (Cambridge)

6. D. Crossen (Tallmadge) 
7. Ogilbee (Licking Valley)

8. Eulrich (Indian Lake)

9. Z. Miller (Oak Harbor) 
10. Roe (Buckeye Local)

11. Preston (Columbus DeSales) 
12. Ziegler (Wauseon)

13. Eastes (Wilmington)

14. Poland (Claymont)

15. Schill (Brookside)

16. Webber (St. Mary Memorial) 
17. Osborne (Franklin)

18. Folkerth (Ravenna)

19. Brightman (Dayton Northridge) 
20. Tyrell (Galion)

21. Roell (Springboro)

22. Zales (Padua)

23. Keller (Bellaire)

Over the years I've had the privilege of seeing any number of great wrestlers. As I scroll forward in my memory, they jump forward in sharp relief from people like Houska and Peritore through Milkovich and Kemp, DeAnna and Jordan, Heffernan and Elinsky, and today Fried and Musser. Certainly one who'll join that list will be John McGhee -many of whose bouts I've enjoyed as much as any I've seen. Absolutely fearless, he works not just to win, but to score and pin regardless of the score, the time remaining, or even the position. If it's any comfort to John, no three-time champ ever failed to win a fourth title his senior year (though Wineberg almost did); and injury will probably be McGhee's biggest danger. He should become Ohio's eighth four-time champ, and the only one who began at a weight class as high as 135#. His four bouts as a freshman initiated us into the classic McGhee style -- especially coming back in the semi-finals from a 10-2 deficit to win in overtime. All three career losses came in his sophomore year, and so he is likely to complete three undefeated seasons during his high school career. The trait that makes John such a crowd favorite, besides his incredible record, is that his style holds no artifice or subterfuge. He's come to pin his opponent, and he will bear substantial risks to achieve that end.

Both Becks and Wervey are involved in difficult wrestle-off situations. Becks and State qualifier McGuirk have vied for the 160# slot with Becks forcing McGuirk to move (away from McGhee). Eastman, on the other hand, is currently at 171# as State qualifier Wervey moved down. Wervey will apparently remain at 160# and he would be the champ in a normal year. He is every bit as fearless as McGhee and the three-time State champ won't have to race around the mat trying to catch him. The likelihood is that he and McGhee will be on opposite halves of the draw with their last bout being for the State title. Becks is also excellent. He pinned to win the CIT and has lost but once this year.

Star football player Chad Long has recovered from some nagging injuries and has had an outstanding January, including a big victory over Boggs. This junior, already twice a State qualifier, has undergone some tough weight reductions in the last two years, and it may have impacted his State performance. Last year he was 2-2 at Wright State, losing a one-pointer to Hill and an inexplicable overtime bout to Gallagher. Now at 160#, he should be comfortable and strong. The rest of that district is reasonably weak, but that may still be enough for one of them to place. With McGhee at the top, many of the best 160s who are interested in winning it all have moved either up or down. Thus, it is a weight class that is neither deep nor particularly strong; it provides a solid opportunity for those looking for a good chance at either qualification or placement. State qualifier Ogilbee heads that list with Miller, Preston and Ziegler close behi!ld. Any number of others could grab one of the low qualifying berths as well.

T. J. King was one of my mystery men last year. He came to Wright State with a 34-0 record after completely dominating the Eastern District. He won the OV AC title 14-3. I n the first round, a Firestone District 4th place finisher knocked him off 14-10 and then a 98 second pin destroyed his consolation chances. This year he did not place at Medina, losing to Hollo and being majored by Stehura. He'll show this year that he's better than that. I expect him to again dominate in the Eastern District, but I anticipate a medium to low place at Wright State as well. The rest of that qualifying. group will be underdogs with Roe, Poland, and Keller as possibilities. A wonderful name returning to the scorebook is Steve Hoppel (Beaver Local) who, while certified at 145#, continues to perform well at this weight class.

It's a tightly bracketed group out of Wilmington with Eulrich and Eastes leading the way. I've also listed Brightman, Roell and Osborne, and you could put these five names in a hat and draw any three without significantly altering the laws of chance. Curry (Purcell) and Patrick (Tipp City) fall into virtually the same category.

172#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOE McGUIRK (LAKE CATHOLIC)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. McFarland (Marlington)

3. Donehue (Dover)
4. Didion (Bellevue) 
5. Deluca (Norwalk)

6. Burger (Fairview Park)

7. Eastman (Kenston)

8. Andrews (Marysville)

9. K. Heath (St. Clairsville)

10. Swartz (HamiltonTwp.)

11. Fullerton (Bellefontaine)

12. Weilbacher (Columbus DeSales)
13. Borer (Clyde)

14. Perrin (Orange)
15. LeMar (Indian lake)

16. Delong (South Point)

17. White (Cincinnati Purcell) 
18. Dusseau (Oak Harbor)

19. Jackson (Warrensville Hts.) 
20. Sharpe (West Geauga) 
21. Akers (Claymont)

22. Young (Ravenna Southeast) 
23. Abner (Bethel Tate)

24. Bleil (Eaton)

25. Durben (Coshocton)

26. Freson (Roger Bacon)

The way this report is constructed centers around writing 42 short reports (one for each weight class) over a seven-day period. There is no reason to write them in any particular order (thanks to the magic of Kim and her computer), so I start first with those that seem easiest -- like ones that contain names such as Knupp, Holmes, or Schroeder. That gives me a little more time to collect information on difficult weight classes hoping that something will turn up that will make things clearer. Gradually they all get done until I'm left with the single most difficult case -- and this is it (along with 171# in Division I.

Ironically, my top choice is someone who doesn't even want to wrestle here. . McGuirk finished 4th in the State at 160#, and apparently wanted to compete at that weight again. However, the rapidly improving Becks kept him on the bench until McGuirk moved up to 171# at the CIT and basically pinned his way to the title. Now comfortably situated at 171# -- away from McGhee and Wervey -- he becomes a slight favorite. Actually I was going to choose State qualifier Wervey who won two bouts at State and defeated him 11-7 to win last year's sectional, but, as I understand it, it's ironclad that Wervey will be at 160#.

The districts are very unbalanced with two very weak ones and two that are deep and relatively strong. Firestone is probably the best of the top two with real depth and good quality. State qualifier McFarland has had a great season, finishing 2nd at Wadsworth to my Division I choice Sanders, and generally dominating local area foes. He was 5th last year at 152# and has apparently made a smooth transition to 171 #. Eastman, a runaway winner at Kenston, is probably better suited to 171#, but will face stiff competition from the unorthodox Burger and Perrin. There is tremendous depth here and I particularly like Sharpe and Young. Besides those listed, other contenders are Corrigan (Twinsburg), Cramer (Coventry) and Steiner (Orrville).

There is also solid depth at Galion. State qualifier Didion is now a junior and he will easily match the 30-win season he fashioned last year. He already has won at Bellevue, Avon lake, Oak Harbor and Clyde, and defeated the tough Deluca 8-5 in their dual meet. Deluca and Andrews are basically just below Didion, while Weilbacher, Swartz and Borer are another half step behind. Two or three of this set of qualifiers could well place.

Donahue, already twice a State qualifier, is still but a junior, but he has outstanding talent. Injured for the first six weeks of the season, he has returned without missing a beat. He was 2nd at Alliance defeating Chevalier and Swartz. This lad is a scorer and a pinner, and is dangerous for the full six minutes. Heath is the best

Division II competitor along the river (assuming King wrestles at 160#) and he could be a factor here. The rest of the field is relatively weak.

I'm also less than impressed with potential qualifiers from the Southwest. State qualifier Fullerton has done well there, but was not real impressive at Medina getting "decked" by Sveda and Collins. LeMar and Eulrich both certified at 160#, but I anticipate seeing the first name at this weight. It's pretty much chaos after that.

189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: MIKE FICKELL (COLUMBUS DeSALES)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Zerkle (Graham)

3. Funk (Olmsted Falls)
 4. Tate (Licking Valley)

5. C. Heath (St. Clairsville)

6. Mathisen (Avon Lake)

7. Campbell (Galion)

8. Pankiewicz (Canfield)

9. Sheets (Meigs)

10. Boyuk (Indian Creek)

11. Dohse (Ravenna Southeast) 
12. Ramsey (Loveland)

13. Newsome (Hamilton Twp.)

14. Soehnlein (Canton Central Catholic) 
15. Knaack (Bay)

16. Spurell (Hillsboro)

17. O'Brien (Kenston)

18. Nickle (Perkins)

19. Clemens (Taylor) 
20. Kuhns (Bellevue)

21. Allen (Indian Lake)

22. Davis (Lemon-Monroe)

23. Shapiro (University School)

This is a solid, well-distributed weight class which features top contenders from every corner of the state. Included in the field are two returning State runner-ups and seven State qualifiers -- a relatively high number for this heavy a weight class. Earlier in the year I thought this might be a runaway for Mike Fickell, but now I believe it will be a much tougher road for him. This is not to suggest that he has regressed in any way, just that the other contestants continue to improve. We've watched Fickell grow from a 119# State qualifying freshman (who authored an enormous first round upset over Haverdill) to a solid 189# wrestler with a wide array of competitive strengths. Last year after an epic first-round overtime win, he cruised into the finals losing a 10-9 heartbreaker to Justin Chagnon. This year, campaigning at both 215# and 189#, he is undefeated save for a double overtime loss to my Division I choice Zach Thompson. Incidentally, Chagnon-- who certainly would be a co-favorite with Fickell at this weight -has apparently decided not to wrestled in this his senior season. Many, including this fan, had looked forward to a 1996 re-match.

Fickell emerges from a difficult district. Last year he was forced to win four consolation bouts to gain a District 3rd before kicking into a higher gear at Wright State. This year he will face an equally tough field at Galion. Paramount among the competition is another Columbus area senior Rocky Tate. There is a certain parallelism between he and Fickell, both having two-time State heavyweight champs as brothers (Luke also won at 189#) and both losing heartbreakers in last year's State finals (Tate fell 14-13 to Neil Harvey). In any event, Tate had won his first 47 bouts last year before that difficult loss. This season Tate twice lost at Medina, finishing 5th, but has been his usual dominating self elsewhere. Clearly a level lower is State qualifier Campbell who was 2nd at Galion and the Gorman, and defaulted to 6th at Marion Harding because of the flu. A solid performer, he is particularly good in the first round of tourneys. Newsome, Kuhn and Nickel would be top choices for the last two spots, with the latter boy owning a victory by fall over Campbell. Kuhbander (Ottawa-Glandorf), Hite (Big Walnut) and Bidlack (Paulding) are other possibilities, but they would need both perfect performance and a favorable draw to have a real chance.

Funk went to Wright State as the undefeated District champion out of Firestol")e, but ended losing three times in State competition and finishing 6th. This year he should improve upon that performance and certainly has finalist potential. Relatively short for the weight class, he has the ability to get inside on taller opponents (like Fickell) and score heavily. His goal would be to retain his District title and draw away from both Fickell and Zerkle. Mathisen, out of the same conference as Funk, is second best here. A State qualifier last year, he beat Kuhn handily in the Avon Lake final and was runner-up to Division I Lynch at Brunswick. Last year Funk beat him 7-0 at Sectionals. Pankiewicz was impressive winning the Dies, including an 8-2 victory over Dohse. This pair, along with the rapidly improving Soehnlein and O'Brien, would seem to have the best shot at the last three State berths. However, Shapiro and Knaack have possibilities as well. Zarzeczny (Padua) shares with Division III contender Zizzo the distinction of having three "Zs" in his name. More importantly, his return from injury may thrust him into the competitive mix at 189# along with Storm (Fairview Park).

The Buckeye Local District is solid. Defending District champ Cary Heath is the bellwether, and a first-round injury default at Wright State cost him a potential place in that competition. This year he is totally undefeated and has dominated the Eastern District teams. However, Sheets, Boyuk and Spruell all won two District bouts last season and are State caliber wrestlers. Unfortunately, there are but three spots available here, so the potential exists that one of them (perhaps Boyuk) may attempt at 215#. However, that weight class may be even more difficult than this one already is. My guess is that Spruell, up from 160#, may be the odd man out here. A solid long-shot is Fleming (Steubenville) who gave Heath his toughest battle this year. McCort (Carrollton) and Talbot/Fondale (New Lexington) look like they'll be left on the sidelines.

Fickell's biggest challenge may exit from the Southwest. Zerkle, only a junior, is already twice a State qualifier, but has only one Wright State victory to date. That will change this year. He has been totally dominant in his region and his only loss was to Division I pick Zach Thompson, 5-3. He defeated Tate by 4 points in a high scoring bout, and seems to be at the peak of his game. Clemens and Ramsay should snag the last two spots with Allen and Davis close behind.

215#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: RICK CONROY (CHARDON)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Pallinger (Avon lake)

3. Rauch (New Philadelphia)

4. Fafrak (Twinsburg)

5. Mackeever (Bucyrus)

6. Gianfagna (Perry)

7. Shuckman (Purcell)

8. Williams (St. Mary Memorial)

9. Woodruff (Clyde)

10. Sechrist (Bellaire)

11. Spuriel (Steubenville)

12. Dobyns (Kenton Ridge)

13. Mampieri (Columbus DeSales)
14. Wortman (Mason)

15. Hartzell (Ravenna Southeast) 
16. Allen (Springfield Shawnee) 
17. Burkey (Orrville)

18. Beistline (Greenon)

19. Shumate (Galion)

20. Gerdeman (Napoleon)

21. Zakrajsek (Medina Highland) 
22. Bolenbaugh (Van Wert)

23. Carreon (Edison Local)

24. Bloomfield (Olmsted Falls) 
25. Began (Trenton Edgewood)

There is a solid chance that this weight class will be dominated by Firestone District wrestlers. The two returning State place winners come from the Northeast, as does another State qualifier (from Division III) and the State alternate as well. However, there is some experienced talent at other districts as well, leading to a far stronger competition than the weight's introductory debut in 1995.

Let's look at the pivotal Firestone District in more detail. Conroy had a sensational season last year and entered the State competition with a 28-1 record (his only loss to defending champ Adeniyi-Bada), but was injured early on in his bout with eventual champ Cominsky. He defaulted that one, but won two consolation bouts before eventually falling to 6th. This year he is undefeated with wins over Fafrak and Bloomquist. Pallinger was a State semi-finalist before losing to Adeniyi-Bada and battled back to 3rd place finish. This year he, too, is undefeated with titles at both Avon lake and Brunswick. He and Conroy met twice last year -- both times in consolation rounds. Conroy won 9-4 at the District level, while Pallinger won at States 3-1 OT, after which Conroy's injuries forced him to forfeit. Originally, State qualifier Dobies

(Benedictine) could have reasonably been anticipated to join these two to form a top-notch trio. Not so as apparently Dobies will not compete. However, State alternate Fafrak is back at this weight and he could also be a factor. He lost to Conroy 3-0 at Kenston. Division III State qualifier Gianfagna will also be at Firestone this year, but I'm not sure what to anticipate. He took a strong 3rd at Wadsworth and may well challenge the top boys. The last spot is wide open. Hartzell and Burkey seem like the best bets, but Bloomquist has won some big bouts for Olmsted Falls. Zakrajsek is just back from injury and where his place will be in the scheme of things is still to be determined. Saccomen (Hubbard) and Mohner (NDCl) are long shots.

There is also substantial uncertainty at Galion. State qualifier Mackeever has returned and should qualify rather comfortably for a second trip to Wright State. Still Woodruff caught and pinned him at Clyde just to provide that edge of uncertainty. Woodruff and Williams are top 10 candidates, too. The former has certified at 189#, but my guess is that 215# will look like greener pastures. As mentioned, he pinned Mackeever to win at Clyde and also took the title at Fremont St. Joe, while finishing 3rd at Edison. Williams was the State alternate last year at this weight losing in the consolations to Mackeever 10-6. He wrestles a nearly invisible schedule to me, but the results I have seen indicate continued success -- in fact, all falls. A mystery man is Mampieri who came from nowhere to take the CIT title, although admittedly at a very weak weight class. However, if he's been battling boys like Fickell, Belli and Kelley for the last several years, he is probably pretty tough. The remainder of this District is pretty non-descript with little placement potential.

The top four at Buckeye local are all strong. I watched Rauch in the

Consolation round at Wright State and he certainly seemed intense. Competing in Division I, all three of his State bouts ended in falls, with him on the plus side of only one of them. This year he pinned Hartzell to win at Smithville and was 2nd at Wadsworth to Lindsay losing a 15-10 battle. Right behind him is State qualifier Spuriel who, at 189# last year, won two State bouts succumbing twice only to those who ultimately placed. He has yet to wrestle this year -- at least that I know of -- but he is certified at 215#. The question is will he be fresh or rusty. Sechrist has had a fabulous year earning the #1 seed at the OV AC with an unblemished record last year he was the State alternate, losing his go-to-State match to the excellent Frye. Should Spuriel not compete or Sechrist falter, Carreon should jump right in. He won big at Steubenville and Coshocton, and two of his three losses were at Medina.

There is no one with State experience at Wilmington, and that may not bode well for their success at Wright State. However, the top quartet of Shuckman, Dobyns, Wortman and Allen seem easily capable of pulling a surprise in the State bracket. Shuckman, in particular, has been exceptional winning at the SWOCA, Carroll and Sycamore while building an undefeated record. Wortman was the champ at Mason and was 2nd to Shuckman at the SWOCA. Both have strong pinning potential. Allen hasn't been quite as consistent, but he came the closest of the four to State qualification last year including a solid win over Wortman. Dobyns has won two tough regional tourneys including the one at Graham, and he may have surpassed all of the others except Shuckman.

HVY
PROJECTED CHAMPION: JASON PENCE (RAVENNA SOUTHEAST)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Kelley (Columbus DeSales)

3. Reed (Medina Highland)

4. Sautter (Galion) 
5. Matusik (Trinity)

6. Speakman (River Valley)

7. Jones (South Point)

8. McGlothin (Port Clinton)

9. Baker (Wilmington) 
10. Holt (Steubenville)

11. Young (Springfield Shawnee) 
12. Kutscher (Lake Catholic)

13. Klopfleisch (St. Marys Memorial)
14. Studeny (Fairview Park) 
15. Grayson (Vincent Warren) 
16. GranUGreen (Bellevue) 
17. Chalk (Trenton Edgewood) 
18. Forman (New Lexington) 
19. Conroy (Chardon)

20. Welch (Eaton)

21. Villwock (Claymont)

22. Wolford (Licking Hts.) 
23. Benner (Van Wert)

24. Fellows (Buckeye Local) 
25. Kettler (Mason)

Is it Reed, Kelley, Pence? Or is it Kelly, Pence, Reed? Or maybe it should be Reed, Pence, Kelley. Somehow I just cannot find the right combination. And what makes it worse -- they've met one another and it still isn't clear.

Pence was the District runner-up to eventual State champ Cowsette last year, and then lost an overtime quarter-final bout to the eventual runner-up. Reed then knocked him out of the competition by a solid 12-5 mark. This year nobody has come close as he had first period falls to win at both Smithville and the Dies. More aggressive than in the past, he is the most athletic of the three. Kelley, last year's choice, crushed all opposition at Marion Harding last year, but struggled at Wright State. He defeated Matusik by one point in the opening round, but lost to Cowsette in the semis and to Reed in the consolations 3-2 finishing 5th. He, too, has had no problems this season.

Reed is a surprise. He is huge and he uses those upper body tie-ups to stop any scoring and he just grinds his opponent into dust. Pence defeated him at the District level (as did Matusik), but he beat both Pence and Kelley at States and copped a 4th place medal. He was 5th at the lronman (losing twice to out-of-staters) , but won at Doylestown and Medina. In the Medina final, he met my Division III choice, Estell, and frankly I didn't think he had a chance of winning. Instead, he totally controlled the tempo of the bout and scored heavily at the end against a tired Estell to win 8-0.

Not only can I not decide between these three, but I've begun to worry that my fixation on this trio might cause me to overlook a Sautter, Matusik, or even Jones. Anyway, it should be a great competition -- so enjoy!

Pence and Reed along with State qualifier Matusik should have pretty much their own way at Firestone, but, of course, at heavyweight there are always upsets. Matusik has really improved, winning at Brunswick and the Early Bird and losing in CIT finals to Kelley. The mammoth Kutscher was 3rd at the CIT and 5th at Kenston, and he may be good enough to grab a low qualifying spot. Conroy and Studeny would surprise no one by reaching Wright State though placement might be tough. Other possibilities are Nicholson (louisville), Caramell (Bay) and Holy (NDCl).

The Galion District has an unwieldy number of potential qualifiers. One who will be missing is State qualifier Chuck Buday (Norwalk) who missed both football and wrestling due to injuries suffered in a car accident. He certainly would have been near the top on my rankings. There may be something of a gulf between Kelley and the rest of the field, but State qualifier Sautter may be reducing it. He has come on strong in the latter part of the season and seems to have established good momentum. last year at States, though, he lost two bouts by a combined 19-1 tally.

State qualifier Speakman is a consistent finalist at tournaments, while McGlothin has shown flashes of brilliance. Klopfleisch lost a two-point first round District contest to McGlothin and remains just a tad behind my top quartet. I've also listed Benner and Wolford along with the tag team ensemble from Bellevue, Grant and Green. Conner Grant won at Bellevue and Oak Harbor, while Green was runner-up to McGlothin at Clyde. Also look for Anderson (Clyde), Abbot (Teays Valley) and Fabian (Oak Harbor).

State qualifier Jones is right at the 275# limit, and the big junior has a lot of skill and experience. What he lacks is the big time schedule to "stretch him" and boost him more quickly to the next level. He should win at Buckeye local after losing an overtime final last year. However, there is a lot of depth here. Ten of the 16 District participants were underclassmen and will be returning for a second shot at each other. I favor H91t and Grayson for the other two qualifying berths, but there should be a lot of close bouts and plenty of upsets.

I confess to a real lack of knowledge regarding the southwestern District. Baker and Young stick out as the best of a somewhat non-descript lot, but there are probably some newcomers who just haven't registered yet. Baker won two District bouts last year and was a finalist at St. Xavier losing on injury default to Bailey. Young is currently 19-2 losing both times to Division I competitors. Seventeen of those wins have been by fall -- nine in the first period -- indicating a certain turn of temperament. After this top two, all is darkness with Chalk, Welch, Kettler and, maybe, Deaton (Franklin) next best.

TEAMS
1. Coventry -- The last Division II team to score over 100 points at the State meet was the 1987 Chanel squad, but Coventry certainly has a good chance of duplicating that feat. The Division II record is 158~ points held by the 1978 Coventry team that also fielded four State champs. There are echoes of the past here as both Glover and McCahan were scoring elements of that 1978 group, I don't think the 1996 squad can break the record, but they might have an outside shot at the second best score of 131 ~ points by the 1979 Coventry team. this is a wonderful team with the incomparable McGhee and the marvelous lightweights leading the way. They'd have to suffer a real breakdown for Ravenna to catch them.

2. Ravenna -- Holmes and Lara have the look of State champs, but enough points to catch Coventry will be difficult to find. The inconsistent Coe, Jordan and Young could do well, but they'll need a Coventry meltdown in concert with'a great performance to win.

3. Columbus OeSales -- Kelly and Fickell could both be State champs, but there are formidable obstacles for each. Factor in a healthy Rusateri and they'll be locked in a fierce battle with Ravenna for second place. Without him, Mampieri, Valentine, Weilbacher and the little Pusateri would have to provide yeoman's efforts.

4. Olmsted Falls -- I think Funk and Burkhard are set for breakthrough years, and that would be a lot of points. If Workman and Hellickson can "reach" a little, this team will be over the 60 point level.

5. 8t. Paris Graham -- A team that could move all the way up to 2nd place is they're hitting on all cylinders. Zerkle will be Fickell's biggest obstacle and the lightweights like Hess, Schaegel, Anderson and Lensman should provide some scoring. However, the outstanding freshman Morgan is the key element to vaulting upward.

6. Avon Lake -- While Bristow and Pallinger make it look like a two-man team, there are some hidden strengths here. Mathisen is a State qualifier, while Gantz and Concar have had great years. Eisenmann might help here, too.

7. Twinsburg --This is probably a better dual meet team than tourney squad. Hegedish has been marvelous and Fafrak and Novario are solid. Marder is inconsistent, but has real ability, while Stoppperich always leaves me befuddled. They'd like to get some help from some of the other upper weights as well.

8. Fairview Park -- Much of the great teams of yesteryear have graduated, but there are still some resources here. leGarth and DeFranco could both be State finalists while Burger, Studeny and maybe Gibbs can help. The problem is that there are no sure points here.

9. Chardon -- A team replete with Andersons and Conroys of all kinds and types. Still, they have exceptional strength at 215# and 145# with Conroy and Anderson (who else?) with possibilities like Sanner, C. Anderson and, perhaps, Tomaso.

10. Lake Catholic -- This team may be a year away from real glory, but they're starting to put it together now. The brothers Becks are great at 140# and 160# with, perhaps, six other potential scoring threats. The CIT champs need a crucial title from McGuirk, though, to keep that Top Ten rating. They only graduate two starters.
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