1996 High School Wrestling

Forecast 25th Annual Edition


DIVISION III

103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JARED OPFER (SANDUSKY ST. MARY) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. N. Creech (Milton Union)

3. Carrizales (Delta)

4. Boyd (Lima Central Catholic) 

5. Tipple (Grandview Hts.)

6. Gregg (Preble Shawnee)

7. Haimerl (Bishop Ready)

8. Yonker (Manchester)

9. Horney (Liberty Center) 

10. Davis (Loudonville)

11. Hughes (Black River)

12. Donahue (Bellaire St. John) 

13. Stutz (Hillsdale)

14. Bays (Carey)

15. Bright (Dixie)

16. Hodapp (Edgerton) 

17. McElroy (Barnesville)

18. McDivitt (Cardinal)

19. B. Gleckler (Evergreen) 

20. Evans (Jonathan Alder) 

21. Tardiff (Wood ridge) 

22. Dean (Genoa)

23. Gondol (Jackson Milton) 

24. Alexander (Triad)

25. Mendenhall (Versailles) 

26. Simok (Northwood)

It takes a truly exceptional freshman to withstand all the pressure and all the turmoil to win a State title. Not only is the competition rugged, but the wrestler is exposed to an entirely new set of circumstances that require adjustment outside the wrestling mat. Certainly that pressure is magnified when the freshman brings with him a reputation such that many anticipate his victory well in advance of the State meet. All these conditions apply to Jared Opfer. An outstanding youth wrestler, it was widely reported last spring, when as an 8th grader, he defeated the Division III State champ, Scott Crane, in a spring tourney. With such victories come great expectations, and so far Opfer has proven to be the real deal. Already the champ in three tourneys, his only loss was to another scintillating freshman, Jeff Ratliff, at the Top Gun. While I project a well-balanced field at this class, much of it, as usual, is very young and Opfer will be competing against similarly aged contestants. Given that, his great record and an ability to control in the top position, I think Opfer can win some tight bouts to take the title. It shouldn't hurt that his uncle, Jude Roth, an outstanding coach and former State champ, will be in his corner.

Opfer is joined by Boyd and Carrizales to form an excellent threesome at Fostoria. All have had continued success throughout the year and should qualify easily. Boyd, who has one of my favorite first names, Tristan, began the year by dominating at Northwood and hasn't stopped. He was a strong third at the GMVWA and then won at 112# at the "A" Classic. His big win at the CIT against solid opposition re-inforced the notion that he has high placement potential. Carrizales campaigned at 112# much of the year, but has recently dropped. He was second at Perryshurg losing only to Stickel, but was apparently injured at Toledo Waite and defaulted. After that there is a log jam of potential qualifiers with Horney and Bays, perhaps, a half step. ahead of the remainder of the field.

There is also a strong trio atop this weight class at Xenia. Creech was a finalist at GMVWA and has to beat out State qualifier Sharp just to make the team. We might see those two switch weights at tourney time, since both have certified at 103#. Gregg, too, is very strong and he, with the right draw, might gain a relatively high place.

Tipple and Haimerl are both from the Columbus area and should dominate the competition at Marion. I don't see much along the river this year, so that Evans and Clum (Northmor) could make it a Columbus sweep. Other possibilities are Sefsick (Cadiz), Schmidt (Malvern), Allen (Crooksville) and Knight (Hannibal River).

The field exiting from Elyria Catholic looks to be unexpectedly weak. With Burnett now solidly committed to 112#, there is no one in this group that has solid placement chances. It's been a long time since the Northeast District has failed to place a wrestler at 103# -- but it could happen in 1996. Yonker and Davis seem strongest, but one has wrestled primarily at 112#, while the other wrestles a less-than-strong schedule. Not ranked, but possible qualifiers are Allega (Independence), Adler (Beachwood) and Richards (Columbia Station).

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: GREG ZOLOTY (INDEPENDENCE)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Burnett (Elyria Catholic)

3. Balamenti (Chanel)

4. Schmidt (Sandusky St. Mary) 

5. Stover (Brookville)

6. Cullen (Margaretta)

7. Gerak (Streetsboro)

8. dohns (Lima Central Catholic) 

9. Geiger (Westfall)

10. Sharp (Milton Union)

11. Blaylock (Preble Shawnee) 

12. Mast (Cardinal)

13. Fairbanks (Woodmore)

14. Cross (New London)

15. Ward (Martins Ferry) 

16. Christy (Liberty Union) 

17. Kruse (Miami East)

18. Gray (Columbia Station) 

19. Br. Smith (Cory Rawson) 

20. Lang (Waterford)

21. Eicher (Archbold)

22. Jennewein (Shadyside) 

23. Ferdon (Deer Park)

24. Honaker (Jonathan Alder) 

25. Hallis (CWCA) 

26. Weller (Lakota)

By my highly unofficial count, there are now 15 returning State qualifiers anticipating competition at this weight class -- seven of them are former placers. Two conclusions can almost immediately be drawn from these facts -- it will be a battle royal for the title and even a place on the medals rostrum, and some of these participants may conclude that 119# offers a surer chance for a lovely March weekend in Dayton.

At Elyria Catholic there are five returning State qualifiers for four places, with three of them having a legitimate chance for the title. Zoloty was 3rd last year at 112# losing only a close decision to eventual champ Lamont Turner in the semi-finals, and crushing his other four opponents -- including Stover twice. He has wrestled a difficult schedule finishing 2nd at one of the toughest lronman weight classes to the exceptional Kelly from Easton, Pennsylvania (who was 2nd at Reno), and 2nd at Brecksville in a close 9-7 match with Legarth. Not as highly touted as some others, he is very good. Burnett was 5th last year at Wright State and is undefeated this season with wins over Division II runner-up Smith and Balamenti. He is very strong on his feet and should be totally focused now that he is set at 112#. Balamenti, twice a Division II placer, knows how to win. He was champ at Troy and 2nd at Solon to Legarth (who "owns" him) 12-0. Burnett also defeated him at the dual 4-3, twice taking him down. An interesting sidelight is that all three of these contenders exit the same sectional, meaning that the champ should be away from the other two at the District level. State qualifiers Mast and Gerak will battle for the last State berth.

Veteran competitors Schmidt and Cullen hope to rebound from disappointing year-end results in 1995 after placing the previous years. Schmidt was a 34-1 District champ at 103# last year heading into Wright State, where he dropped an inexplicable first round overtime bout to Mast and was eliminated. It was a disappointing end to what had been a brilliant season. Cullen fared even worse, losing three straight Saturday district bouts to finish 6th and miss qualification by one point. This year both have again dominated the Northwest as they look for a happier ending to this season. State qualifiers Johns, Fairbanks and Cross are a clear-step behind the top duo with very limited competition below them.

Two State placers, Stover and Sharp, lead the Xenia brigade with a quartet of solid performers behind them. However, going upward is no solution as 119# is the toughest District weight class here. Stover won four bouts at Wright State by a combined 43-9 tally, but Zoloty crushed him twice. I think placement will be a real challenge this year.

There are also three State qualifiers at Marion, but they are at a somewhat lower level than from the other three Districts. While Geiger, Christy and Ward are all solid performers, they'll face tough match-ups against the rest of what'li be on the bracket sheet. They were a combined 0-5 at last year's State meet and it's not going to be any easier this year. Geiger, however, has good upset potential, and must be treated with concern.

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: MARK WENTZ (STREETSBORO) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Wright (Carlisle)

3. Wrobel (Chanel)

4. J. Creech (Milton-Union) 

5. McKinnon (Wellsville)

6. Forward (Archbold)

7. LaCure (Greeneview) 

8. Smeltzer (Crestview) 

9. Jones (Martins Ferry) 

10. Bein (Batavia)

11. Walton (Hawken)

12. Trostel (Brookville)

13. Jordan (Independence)

14. Smith (Malvern)

15. Ballinger (North Union)

16. Cattano (Sandusky St. Mary) 

17. Heffernan (Painesville Harvey) 

18. Davis (Elmwood)

19. Abbott (Beallsville)

20. Cecil (Elyria Catholic) 

21. Be. Smith (McComb) 

22. Pfeffer (Shenendoah)

23. T. Gleckler (Evergreen)

24. Lunquest (Pleasant)

"

Clearly the dominant issue at 119# is whether defending State champion Tony Lopez (Genoa) will be available to compete. If so, he would be the favorite to repeat based not only on last season's efforts, but on his exceptional record this winter, it seems, however as I understand it, highly unlikely that Lopez will be wrestling which creates a wide open scenario at this class.

Two of the top contenders will be refugees from Division II where both qualified for State action last year at this weight class. Wentz finished 6th with losses to three outstanding wrestlers -- Lamson, Stough and Felty. Now at Streetsboro, he has been hugely successful at 125#, but apparently will compete here at tourney time. He looked good at Medina losing by a point to McCampbell, but struggling with Davis in the down position in a 5-2 defeat. Wright pinned Jesse Moore to win the GMVWA at 125# and has been untouchable in the Southwest. He, too, lost to Lamson last year, 4-2, and then dropped an 8-4 decision to Wentz.

It's pretty much a two-man competition at Elyria Catholic. Wentz and Wrobel look far better than anyone else. Wrobel has already won at Solon, North Canton and Troy with a 5th at Wadsworth losing to State qualifiers Nash and Huxel. The big surprise is Cecil at 119# and he could be the unknown factor at this district.

It's totally crazy at Xenia, and I anticipate a number of certified 119s will move to 125# live already rated Meyer, Lathan and Flora at the higher weight, but others might opt to go that route as well. Wright, of course, is the standard bearer, but State qualifiers Creech, LaCure, Bein and Trostel form an incredibly competitive quartet with McDaniel (Preble Shawnee), Neer/Gregg (Triad), and Barber (Covington) also to be heard from. Creech won the SWOCA at 119# and it is conceivable, but unlikely, that he and Wright could be finalists.

The field at Marion is also crowded, but the quality level is not as high. Jones is 17 -0 this year after sitting on the bench at Martins Ferry behind the Tuckers, Kennedy and Ward. McKinnon was a State qualifier at 125# last year and has moved down in concert with Nightengale. LaCure beat him in overtime at Medina. The other two qualifiers will not match-up well with other parts of the State.

Uncharacteristically, the Fostoria District is not particularly strong or deep if the absence of Lopez is confirmed. The freshman Forward has been a revelation -winning the "A" Classic and Beavercreek, and giving solid evidence that he'll be a major Division III factor for the next four years. State qualifier Smeltzer is also good, but after that it's pretty much a journeyman's dream.

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JASON NIGHTENGALS (WELLSVILLE)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. J. Kern (Liberty Center)

3. Zizzo (Triad)

4. Dunstan (Elyria Catholic) 

5. Schuster (Oberlin)

6. Armitage (Edgerton)

7. Beetham (Cadiz) 

8. Kline (Mapleton)

9. Johnson (Preble Shawnee) 

10. J. Jefferis (Barnesville) 

11. Bylow (Otsego)

12. Meyer (Reading) 

13. Dodd (Swanton)

14. Rowlands (Bishop Ready) 

15. Bright (Dixie)

16. Firem (Chanel)

17. Ju. Grime (Archbold)

18. Coljohn (Independence) 

19. Flora (Brookville)

20. Drayer (Mogadore)

21. Dobson (Martins Ferry) 

22. Villalon (Sandusky St. Mary) 

23. Wasserman (Lakota)

24. Tallmage (Grandview Hts.) 

25. Lathan (Madeira)

It's really about time that Jason Nightengale won a State title. He was 2nd at 103# as "': freshmen losing to Eric Anderson for about the fourth time that year. Then as a sophomore at 112# he lost to the then invincible Mescan in the semi-finals and Anderson again beat him -- this time for 3rd place. Last year he lost a quarter-final 7-5 overtime bout to Marion, but won five others by scores of 18-3, 16-0, 15-3, 3:49 and 2:47. That latter pin was over Marion for 3rd. If he can avoid the big upset early in the bracket sheet, he can win over a not too powerful field.

Nightengale should dominate at Marion. State qualifier Beetham is overmatched against Nightengale, while the rest of the field will have even less success against him. In reality, it's a pretty pedestrian crew below the top spot, although I believe that Rowlands possesses good upset potential. I wouldn't be surprised to see some unexpected names like Crews (Tusky Valley) make the final cut for Wright State.

Jeremy Kern has spent virtually the entire season at 130# with sterling success. He pinned Stopperich to win at Hudson and cruised to an easy win at the "A" Classic. A 5th place State finisher at 119# last year, he was decked by Nightengale in the consolation round. He's much stronger this year. Again, the participants below Kern are not, in the main, a formidable lot. An exception might be the rapidly improving Armitage. Tall and lanky, he seems to have made a breakthrough in 1996 dominating every tournament entered. He crushed the field at Wayne Trace, Edgerton and the "A" Classic, and is probably second best here. I've listed another half dozen candidates for the last three State berths with Bylow, Dodd and Justin Grime as nominal favorites. The freshman, Villalon, up a weight class, could make waves, while Riggle and

., Wasserman have come on strong at the end of the year. Other possibilities include Case (Fairview), Gase (Fostoria St. Wendel in), Suhor (Van Buren) and Noonan (Delphos St. John). This latter boy, in particular, could qualify on a hot weekend with his physical style.

State qualifiers Dunstan and Schuster head the Northeast contingent. I didn't think Dunstan wrestled up to his potential at States last year and anticipate a far stronger performance this time. It didn't help that his District 4th place finish put him up against eventual champ Lopez in the first round. Schuster, tall and very slender, can be baffling to the unsuspecting and his 6th place finish at 125# was built on that advantage. He has had a series of nagging injuries in his career. Kline, up three weight classes, is solid and well coached, but the rest of this field is real shaky.

It's again a jammed field at Xenia as some of the excess 119s will crowd into this class. Zizzo was 2-2 last year at Wright State, losing to Lopez and Nightengale in horrendous fashion, but beating both the excellent Davis and Dunstan. The Triad team just seems to get stronger every year, and while I know absolutely nothing about the school, I admire the progress that they have made. Johnson, Bright, State qualifier Meyer and Flora are all good candidates for Wright State, but it won't be easy. With only three spots and Lathan, Girard/Eichorn (Miami East) and Anderson (Greenview) in the mix it will be very difficult to qualify.

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ANTHONY RALPH (CHANEL) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Anderson (Bellaire St. John)
3. Blanton (Sandusky St. Mary) 
4. Padgelak (Martins Ferry)

5. Sachs (Lakota)

6. Perry (Ontario) 
7. Idell (Oakwood)

8. Robb (Barnesville)

9. Schwan beck (Delta)

10. Gregovich (Williamsburg) 
11. Schron (Chagrin Falls)

12. Gray (Mississinawa Valley) 
13. Marcin (Aurora)

14. Kirkland (Bishop Ready)
15. Beal (Wickliffe)

16. J. Woodland (Grandview Hts.) 
17. Cardenas (Otsego)

18. Winkler (Hannibal River)

19. Kleman (Lima Central Catholic) 
20. Thomas (Newbury)

21. Juszli (Manchester)

22. Gearheart (Miami East)

23. Tracy (Ayresville) 
24. Sedgmer (Cadiz)

25. Chmielewski (Summit Country Day) 
26. Wytko (Jackson-Milton)

I think there are a lot of opportunities lurking at this weight class. It possesses neither formidable up-top strength nor substantial depth, and it provides top teams like Chanel, Sandusky St. Mary, Delta and Aurora with a chance to pick up some unexpected team points.

Even the selection of the projected champ is a difficult one with reverberations from the past playing at least a minor role. Anthony Ralph finished 2nd in the State at 112# in an unexpected and thoroughly surprising manner. Only a freshman and a 3rd place District winner, he made a great run defeating Tony Lopez and Eric Anderson (both State champs at one time) on his way to the finals. Last year, beset by injuries and a crowded field at 119#, Ralph failed to qualify for Wright State. Well, this year he's back having won at Solon, Troy and North Canton, and seems to me to be the narrow favorite.

Anderson had even a better freshman year winning the State title at 103#. Then Ralph beat him 8-7 two years ago as he copped a 3rd and then last year he fen to 5th at 112#. I wondered at the time whether that had been an uncomfortable weight cut for him. This year he has been at 135# dueling often with Padgelak, but will move down to 130# at tourney time. Only one wrestler has won State titles his freshman and senior year and not in between -- Reed Case of Cadiz. Anderson could be the second.

After Ralph, the Elyria Catholic District is very weak. I've listed a number of experienced performers, but it will be a wide-open battle for the last three spots. Other possibilities in addition to those ranked are the freshman Goins (Elyria Catholic), England (Waterloo), Tinen (Streetsboro) and Fetters (Pymatuning Valley).

Anderson and Padgelak have had some tremendous battles this year. Padgelak prevailed at Bellaire St. John 11-6 in overtime, while Anderson won in overtime at Barnesville 3-1. State qualifier Robb is probably next best with the Central District stars Kirkland and Woodland right behind. Two possibilities are Stevens (Nelsonville York) and Orsini (Steubenville Central Catholic).

While there are three returning State qualifiers atXenia -- Idell, Gregovich and Gray -- none of them made much of an impact at States. They all pretty much got hammered every time out of the box, although Idell came back to give State runner-up Kessen a late battle losing 16-11. We're likely to see those same three faces again, but the real test will be if the results are better.

Blanton is a solid performer and this returning State qualifier has finalist potential. He qualified at 135# last year, but caught the very tough Partlon early on and was gone. Sachs and Perry are also returning State qualifiers with placement potential. I'm still waiting for Sachs to have that real hot weekend and just blow everyone away. Schwan beck may not be real flashy, but he doesn't lose bouts he should win, and he wins some where he's the underdog. At a weight class like this, he could place. Other possibilities are Price (Swanton), Busbey (Lincolnview) and Marlowe (Woodmore).

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JIM KESSEN (LIMA CENTRAL CATHOLIC) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Stratos (Mogadore)

3. Abott (Delta)

4. B. Reineck (Fremont St. Joseph) 
5. R. Jefferis (Barnesville)

6. Inghram (Streetsboro)

7. Woods (Elyria Catholic)

8. Sanders (Miami East)

9. Yonikus (Lakota)

10. Long (Wellsville)

11. Copen (Rootstown)

12. Byrd (Oakwood)

13. Mulcahy (Liberty Union)

14. Gable (Delphos St. John) 
15. Wacker (Wellington)

16. Sowles (Hicksville)

17. Pomeroy (Black River)

18. Hayes (Cadiz)

19. Thomas (North Union)

20. Scroggy (Sandusky St. Mary)

21. Puterbaugh (Milton Union)

22. Roberts (Chagrin Falls)

23. Sawmiller (Spencerville)

24. Davis (Chesapeake)

25. Schwamberger (Covington)

26. Belfore (Columbus Academy)

..

During the past half dozen years, Lima Central Catholic has put together a program that consistently puts out a solid team that always has at least three or four State caliber members. This year is no exception. Kessen is bidding to become their second State champion and he has to be the favorite to do so. Again, this is not a particularly formidable assemblage, populated primarily by experienced upper classmen without a lot of previous State experience.

Kessen will exit from the strongest and deepest district. My final list usually contains 8 to 10 names for the Northwest District, and I have 13 here. Kessen, 2nd last year at 125#, has been at 140# most of the year. He won the giant GMVWA in solid fashion, overcoming a semi-final overtime bout. He was in command at the "A" Classic, but was upset by the excellent Becks, 10-9, in the CIT semi-finals. Last year at Wright State, he outscored his first three opponents 51-18 before wrestling a bad final. State qualifiers Abbott and Yonikus have good placement potential, with the former looking like a possible finalist. A steady place-winner, he seems poised to explode one of these weekends. Another incendiary candidate is Brett Reineck and he's someone to watch closely. He mauled Yonikus twice while winning at Fremont St. Joseph and Perrysburg, and he can score points in a big hurry when he's in the flow. Kessen, however, handled easily at Northwood. This quartet would be the anticipated qualifiers although one upset is a probable with the strong field. Besides the many listed, look for Contreras (North Baltimore), L. Kern (Liberty Center), Froehlich (Coldwater), Luke (Montpelier) and Summit (Carey).

State placer Stratos just keeps rolling along winning so consistently you hardly seem to notice. He placed 5th last year, losing his only two bouts all year to Wrobel and Jones at States. His consistency stands him in good stead here, and with the memories of Jesse Clark quickly fading, he will be a tough foe to defeat. I've always liked Inghram, but somehow he just hasn't won as much as I've always anticipated. Maybe this will be the year. Woods beat Inghram 13-2 last year, so those folks will .shake their heads at my ranking, while Copen and Wacker are both good enough to go. A nice group at the Elyria Catholic District.

Two-time State qualifier Ray Jefferis heads the Marion District and he should place. I've listed a number of other solid performers, with both Long and Mulcahy having good upside potential. Omar Foston (Bridgeport), who has not wrestled this year, may be returning and could be a factor here.

Except for State qualifier Sanders, there is not much depth or experience at Xenia. The last two qualifiers will likely enjoy a short stay in the competition; but making it to Wright State at any class, never easy, gets more difficult each year no matter what part of the state is examined.

140#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: DANNY HOSTETLER (TUSLAW)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Grubach (Chanel)

3. J. Woodland (Grandview Hts.)

4. Whelan (Sandusky St. Mary) 
5. Berry (Newbury)

6. Copeland (Brookville)

7. Glaze (Pleasant

8. Timmons (Lakota)

9. Jang (Summit Country Day) 
10. Schuette (Versailles)

11. Kill (Delphos St. John)

12. Je. Grime (Archbold)

13. Adkins (Wellington)
14. Kagey (Liberty Union)

15. Cull (Aurora)

16. De Marco (Cadiz)

17. Lutton (Delta)

18. Preseren (Kirtland)

19. Cordes (Liberty Center) 
20. Garrott (Malvern)

21. Allen (Miami East)

22. Goudy (Milton Union)

23. Wasiniak (Norwalk St. Paul) 
24. McKean (Black River) 
25. Lacy (Hannibal River)

This is my upset special. It's based in equal measure on past performance, intuition and lack of pertinent information. Let's look at the first and the last of these.

Hostetler put together a very strong junior season last year. He finished 31-6 which included a District runner-up trophy behind two-time State champ Corey Kline, and a 4th at Wright State which included wins over Whelan and Copeland. This year he has won several smaller tourneys and was 4th at Medina, including a big win over Tomcik. His biggest flaw -- and not an inconsiderable one -- is an occasional tendency to go to his back.

As for missing data, it is considerable. Grubach, who would be a top candidate at either 135# or 140#, has not yet wrestled. There is no certainty as to his weight class, or how this long lay-off will affect him. He was 4th last year at 130#. Berry, already a two-time State qualifier, has missed much of the year because of football injuries. His return to top form has still not been achieved.

All three of these contestants exit at Elyria Catholic, but the quality dips dramatically beyond them. Assuming they are all there and reasonably healthy, there is only one open spot and that should be a real donnybrook with Sectional results and. pairings playing a big role.

Woodland should dominate the proceedings at Marion. He is a returning State qualifier who has enjoyed an excellent senior season, including a 2nd at Medina. As is always the lot of a forecaster, he and Hostetler managed not to meet at Medina, thus preserving my continuing uncertainty. The rest of that field will compete at a much lower level, with a high probability of one or two virtual unknowns qualifying.

The Fostoria District fields a representative group of wrestlers, any of whom could have placement potential at Wright State. Whelan took a 5th at this weight last year -- losing in the first round to Hostetler, but coming back to beat Copeland, Brush and Patthopf. He has wrestled as high as 152# this year. I've watched Grime, Timmons and Kill all year, and each has had some peaks and valley. Timmons, in particular, has been up and down. Lutton, however, is a new name for me and it surfaced upon his title winning effort at Perrysburg. He'll be pushed by Cordes, Wasiniak and Fletcher (Mohawk).

Copeland and Jang are both returning State qualifiers with substantial success the past two years. Copeland was two and out last year at States, losing to Borsky ~nd Whelan by a combined 30-3 margin. Jang saw 95 seconds of action as he drew into an absolutely horrific quarter-bracket. Schuette may have caught both of them during the last six weeks. Jang eliminated him in the 3rd place District bout last year, but my guess is Schuette could well reverse that result in March. Other possibilities, besides those ranked, are McPherson (Reading), Schierloh (Lockland) and Evans (Madeira).

l45#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: STEVE BRUSH (ElYRIA CATHOLIC)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Martin (West Salem Northwestern)

3. Brown (Chesapeake)

4. Hunt (Covington)

5. Horvath (Tuslaw) 
6. Hallett (Swanton)

7. Pilarcyzk (Cardinal)

8. Borsky (Pleasant)

9. Reid (Amanda Clearcreek)

10. Laughlin (Carlisle)

11. Wondolowski (Chanel)

12. King (Wickliffe)

13. Dick (Reading)

14. Leeland (Huron)

15. Tilton (Brookville)

16. Lejeune (Fremont St. Joseph) 
17. Scharver (Sandy Valley)

18. Landis (Crestview) 
19. Burden (Oakwood) 
20. Johnson (Archbold) 
21. Jones (Bridgeport)

22. McCrate (Columbus Grove) 
23. Vossmer (Sandusky St. Mary)

As presently constituted, this is one of the weaker weight classes among the 42 to be contested. Now, like anything else, there is always a flow from the full to the empty so we can probably anticipate some movement -- although after examining 140#, it will likely be of limited impact. Besides the lack of strength, a second issue also intrudes on the analysis which will cause a great deal of thought and some little consternation for coaches and wrestlers -- and that is the unbalanced nature of the Districts. There are probably eight wrestlers good enough to qualify out of Elyria Catholic at this weight -- almost all because of the lack of real up-top strength -- with a chance to win it. Of course, that also means that four will not qualify. On the other hand, 152# is very weak at Elyria Catholic, greatly expanding the probability of qualification, but nobody in this group is going to beat Mengerink.

My top choice is Steve Brush, who was 6th as a sophomore at 135#, but last year was injured in the quarter-finals and did not place. He has all the tools to win the title, but it's just a question of staying healthy and remaining focused. I first saw him at the CIT two years ago, and you could tell even then that he was going to be very good. This will be his last and best opportunity. State qualifiers Martin and Horvath are top placement prospects, with the former having a particularly fine year to date. Martin has won at Tri-West, Chippewa, Hopewell-Loudon and Black River. Again, the real issue may be that it will be at least as difficult to qualify as it may be to place.

Pilarcyzk is also excellent and has been at 152# all year. Should he remain there, he would be a favorite to take the District title, but he would be a huge underdog against Mengerink. Last year he missed going to State due to a 7-6 loss to Brush, indicating the relative quality spread at 145#. State qualifier King and the consistent. Wondolowski are also big-time players at this district, with Grimes (Smithville) another candidate.

Chesapeake hasn't exactly been a wrestling factory over the year (admit it, how many readers of this report even know where it's located), but Travis Brown is a stellar performer. He missed a District title by one point last year, and then lost a narrow first round State bout. He should be best at Marion. State qualifiers Reid and Borsky are good choices for two more State berths, with the last one wide open. Reid, who qualified at 152# last season, has a great two-year record, but was pinned twice in three bouts at Medina. That may have alerted him as to what still needed to be accomplished.

One of the State mystery men heads the field at Xenia. Hunt was a State qualifier as a sophomore, but did not participate last year. Covington wrestles a totally transparent schedule for me, so alii really know is that he is 15-0 with 13 falls. That could indicate either exceptional skill or a weak schedule, and it's probably a

combination of both. Still, this lad showed real ability as a sophomore and it's difficult to believe that it has since disappeared. State alternate Dick and Laughlin are at the top of the list for the other two spots, but Tilton and Burden are both good.

The Fostoria District is very weak. I struggled finding enough names to get to the requisite five qualifiers, although a few more than that came to mind. I think Hallett has placement potential at States based on strong runner-up finishes at Tiffin and Rogers. It should be noted that Brush beat him 15-3 at Tiffin. It will be a great opportunity for a whole raft of lesser knowns to break the ice by qualifying at 145#. Besides those listed, I've identified Quaintance (Lakota), Seifert (Eastwood) and Evans (Elmwood).

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: NICK MENGERINK (CAREY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Risner (Versailles)

3. Bomer (Lakota)

4. Knight (Hannibal River)

5. C. Sintobin (Delta) 
6. Games (Brookville)

7. Armrose (Northmor)

8. Taylor (Swanton)

9. Miller. (Hicksville) 
10. Sprow (Ayresville)

11. Conforti (Oakwood)

12. Clark (Union Local)

13. Cook (Aurora)

14. Moeglin (Tusky Central Catholic)
15. Byerly (Grandview Hts.)

16. McCoy (Triad)

17. Bragg (Woodridge)

18. Sterling/Dempsy (Delphos St. John)

19. Emerson (Waynedale)

20. Sedivec (Elyria Catholic)

21. Moyer (Sandy Valley)

22. Turner (Covington)

23. Welch (Mapleton)

24. Young (Cardinal)

25. Musselman (Batavia)

26. Yurkovitch (Bridgeport)

In what is a forecaster's nightmare, 1996 is one of those years when there are few weight classes with a clearly defined leader. The 152# weight class does not suffer from this defect with the defending State champ ready and healthy. After finishing 2nd to Tye in 1994, he put together a great season in 1995 (losing only twice at Medina) culminated by a relative cakewalk to the 145# crown. This year he is undefeated and the winner at Medina in the toughest weight class there. He beat Chandler in an exciting semi-final, extricating himself from an almost impossible position in overtime to get the winning takedown. Then in the finals, he defeated my Division I choice, Brad Harris, in a bout that wasn't as close as the 6-4 score. Absent injury, it shouldn't be close.

The Fostoria District should be well represented on the victory rostrum Saturday night. Bomer and Sintobin have had great years and have moved ahead of State qualifiers Sprow and Miller. Bomer was 2nd at Van Buren behind Mengerink, while winning at Northwood and Fremont St. Joe. He was 2nd at Clyde behind O'Donaghue. Sintobin is on a recent hot streak, winning the final at Perrysburg 17-2. Taylor could be the real surprise at this district, and has strong placement potential. The District action at this weight class should be outstanding -- not only very competitive, but at a relatively high level of skill.

Another deep district is at Xenia where GMVWA champ Paul Risner heads a varied field. Risner won two bouts at Wright State last year, and this season has been outstanding GMVWA at 160#. Games also won two State bouts last year, but I don't believe he can match up with Risner. One of his losses at GMVWA was a tight 7-6 battle with Sintobin. Conforti was one bout from a State qualification last year, but Games decisively shut that door. Musselman, Turner and McCoy may have trouble denting this top trio, with Duff (Preble Shawnee) further behind.

Corey Knight was 6th last year at this weight class -- twice losing to Baden the first time in double overtime. A District runner-up in a close battle with Chevalier, he should improve that finish by one place this year. I think that now that Armrose is committed to 152#, he should be a strong force at the District level. However, this rather diversified Marion field is a full step behind Knight.

The cupboard is truly bare at Elyria Catholic unless Ganzhorn decides to move down from 160# (he certified at 152#) and Pilarcyzk opts to move up from 145#. It will be a tough decision for both of them. I've already reviewed Pilarcyzk's situation, but Aurora coach Bliss has an interesting choice as well. Ganzhorn probably has a surer path to the top levels at 152#, but he has a far better chance of beating Speelman rather than Mengerink. Besides, who can be sure that Speelman won't compete at 152# where he, too, certified. The other angle is that Cook has a far better chance of qualifying at 152# than at the more crowded 145# at the Elyria Catholic District. Team points at both weights would still give Aurora a chance to defend its State title if the. scoring begins to fragment. An interesting dilemma requiring some thoughtful analysis.

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JERICO SPEELMAN (EDGERTON)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Ganzhorn (Aurora)

3. Giebel (Streetsboro)

4. Baden (Archbold)

5. Davlin (Sandusky St. Mary)

6. Bailey (Jackson Milton)

7. Smith (Brookville)

8. Doan (Blanchester)

9. Wannemacher (Lima Central Catholic)

10. Bowles (Mapleton)

11. Stevenson (Delphos St. John)

12. Wilson (Jonathan Alder)

13. Schultz (Lakota)

14. Ankney (Ayersville)
15. Selsby (Oakwood)

16. Guthrie (Reading)

17. Risner (Mohawk)

18. McFarland (Union Local) 
19. Frank (Grandview Hts.)

20. Waite (Liberty Union) 
21. Grillot (Versailles)

22. Miller (Hawken)

23. Miller (Caldwell)

24. Wickham (Tusky Valley) 
25. Miltner (Wickliffe)

26. Williams (Shadyside) 
27. Duce (Ledgemont)

This is another weight class where there are far more questions than answers.

I'll be operating under the assumption that both Speelman and Ganzhorn will compete here between the domains of Mengerink and Schroeder. Even so, this will not be a terrifically powerful weight class since so many of the excellent 171 s stayed at that classification. My top choice is the lanky senior Jerico Speelman who, with his brother at the next weight class, has upheld the tradition set by older brother Jason of placing at the State level. He, however, could be the first to bring home a first-place trophy. Speelman was 4th at 152# last year, after a 5th place District finish, but has been ev.en better in 1996. His biggest win was at the "A" Classic, where he defeated Risner 15-1 in the semi-finals and two-time State qualifier and defending District champ at this weight, Ben Baden, 16-1 in the final. Most of his other wins have been of an equally devastating nature.

He will contrast sharply with the much shorter Ganzhorn who just missed State competition last year. However, having a workout partner like Schroeder has got to be a positive, and Ganzhorn has really improved. He was a very solid 4th at the incredibly difficult 152# weight class at Medina, defeating Division I State runner-up Rawlings in the process. State 5th place winner Giebel will be a tough District challenge, and this pair are probably Speelman's biggest threats. Two other excellent competitors are Bailey and Bowles and this District quartet should be a very strong group at Wright State. Legros (West Salem Northwestern) has missed the entire year to date, but could be a factor upon his return, although breaking into the top four will be difficult.

Speelman and Baden are the class of the field at Fostoria, and one has to believe that the real difference between them is a lot less than 15 points. State qualifier Davlin has wrestled as high as 189# in Jude Roth's unique continuous upgrading approach, but will undoubtedly be here at tourney time. Giebel defeated him 10-4 in a consolation round, although Davlin was a very small 160 pounder last year. There'll be some tough face-offs for the last two spots.

State qualifiers Smith and Doan stand well above the rest of the field at Xenia. Neither won at Wright State, but both have been winning a lot this year. I've rated both ahead of Wannemacher, who did eclipse Smith's efforts at the GMVWA. Beside those ranked above, Sanders (Milton Union), Rutherford (Triad) and Schmidtgoessling (Lockland) are possibilities, with the latter now holding the record for the longest un-hyphenated last name ever recorded in this report.

I may be missing something, but I see very little at Marion. The four qualifiers, whoever they may be, are likely to be substantial underdogs at Wright State. My top two picks here, Wilson and Waite, have split a pair of bouts the last two years, so the competition is likely to be close, if not scintillating.

171#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOSH SCHROEDER (AURORA)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Chevalier (Belpre)

3. Adams (Mechanicsburg)

4. Wellman (Ayersville)

5. Jer. Speelman (Edgerton)

6. Roskovich (Bridgeport)

7. Engel (Reading) \

8. Collins (New London) 
9. Isenhart (Waynedale) 
10. Palomo (Margaretta)

11. Nickey (Jonathan Alder)

12. Creekbaum (Preble Shawnee)

13. Kusmits (Manchester) 
14. Traxler (Carey)

15. Overstreet (Black River) 
16. Mann (Blanchester) 
17. Wade (Loudonville) 
18. Mendenhall (Versailles) 
19. Sutter (Grandview Hts.) 
20. Bostleman (Archbold) 
21. Culbertson (Cadiz) 
22. Glass (Newbury)

23. Frantz (Otsego)

This is a relatively strong weight class, but it really doesn't make any difference. Josh Schroeder is just too good for this fine field. Already a three-time State

placewinner and the defending State champ, Schroeder could be back at 160#, but team considerations and personal comfort make 171# an easy choice. Last year, again facing a fine field, he had two falls and two major decisions winning the final against current Navy wrestler Brad Swanbeck 14-2. At Medina he dominated the field despite suffering from a flu that had him weighing in at 165 pounds. Actually, it would be great to see Schroeder up against his oftentimes youth opponent, Kevin Boross and Richie Root in Division I. In summary, Schroeder has too much athleticism, experience and technique to be challenged this year. Mark him down as champion.

While the other three districts all have substantial strengths, Schroeder exits from an uncharacteristically weak Elyria Catholic District. Nobody here is within 10 points of Schroeder, and what strength there is seems concentrated in the Highland Sectional. Isenhart, Wade, Overstreet and Kusmits are all there and, perhaps, three could qualify. The big problem for this latter trio will be getting beyond the first round at Wright State. .

It will be a two-man battle at Marion. Chevalier, only a junior, was the 152# District champ last year and then finished 3rd in the State losing only to Jeremiah Speelman -- which he avenged in the Consolation final. A very physical wrestler, he has plenty of horsepower, although perhaps somewhat vulnerable on his feet.

Chevalier is fun to watch (unless you're the opponent), and a draw away from

Schroeder could mean he's a finalist. Roskovich is a much bigger version of last year's 130# champ, but he has not yet enjoyed the same level of success as his brother. He and Cary Heath have had some "barn burners", and that experience will be useful when he challenges Chevalier. Nickey, a District semi-finalist last year, and Sutter have the best shot at the last two berths.

In a normal year, Adams and Engel might have title potential based on their excellent performance in the southwest. Adams, in particular, has been nothing short of sensational going undefeated and pinning about 80% of his opponents. Most impressive was his title run at the gigantic GMVWA where he bested a strong field without having a close bout. He beat Division I Newman 10-2 in the finals. Already twice a State qualifier, he has never won a bout at Wright State -- losing the first 8-6 to Chevalier. This year, a very different story will be told as to his State results. Engel is going to be outstanding. A State qualifier last year as a freshman 160 pounder, he has built on that success this year. His only loss was a shocking pin to Dean in the Madeira finals. He will be a force to be reckoned with during the next three years. There is a solid back-up group to this duo with Creekbaum, Mann, Mendenhall and Bubeck (Covington).

It's also a strong and crowded field in the Northwest District. Wellman defeated Jeremiah Speelman by one point in the "A" Classic semi-finals, and that is the reason he is rated one place higher. Let's call it even today. Wellman has made amazing progress. Last year, for some reason, he moved up to 189# at tourney and was pinned in the first round of the District. This year he has not lost and what has been impressive is the way he has won -- lots of pins and machine-like scoring. He defeated State 5th place finisher Joey Collins 16-7 in the "A" Classic finals. Speelman was 6th at this weight in 1995 losing to Collins 4-3. Like Wellman, he, too, has moved ahead of Collins and each could move higher than their current ranking with finalist aspirations not out of the question. Collins and Palomo are not that far behind, but the field begins to string out with the Traxler, Bostleman, Frantz group. Other possibilities are Stanley"(Genoa), Studer (Mohawk) and Roach (Riverdale). Apparently, Jeremiah Taylor (Swanton) will be among the missing for the remainder of the year due to injury. He had very strong qualification credentials.

189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: RON CHAPMAN (MARGARETTA) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Ehrsam (Delta)

3. Hinton (Northmor)

4. Truax (Loudonville)

5. Jenison (CVCA)

6. Wolf (Reading)

7. Reynolds (Elmwood)

8. Durbin (Gevington)
9. Limberios (Sandusky St. Mary) 
10. Lewis (Hillsdale)

11. McLaughlin (Nelsonville-York) 
12. Haar (Eastwood) 

13. Theis (Mohawk)
14. Troiano (Grandview Hts.)

15. Seyer (Cardinal)

16. Zingery (Brookville)

17. Hoover (Hopewell-Loudon) 
18. Dee (Lima Central Catholic) 
19. Russo (Chane/)

20. Schumacher (Monroe Central) 
21. Meyer (Versailles)

22. Turner (Hawken)

23. Brandon (Hannibal River) 
24. Yost (Fostoria St. Wendelin)

This is yet another weight class where any of eight to ten wrestlers could win, and where even the eventual participants is unclear. While it is a huge gamble, some of the excellent 171 s may calculate that their State title hopes here are better than against Schroeder and gamble that the weight differential will be relatively inconsequential. At the same time, some of the 215s are certified at 189# (as was Chapman) and may to go down. Finally, of the 16-man bracket that qualified at this weight last year, only one returns (Reynolds) and there are only three returning State qualifiers in the entire field. It is a forecaster's worst case scenario.

With that disclaimer, let's talk about my choice of Chapman. Last year he won the Fostoria District crown defeating Schlatter and Wonderly on the second day. Then, in what is my pet beef, he drew Kristof who was 5th in that same district in the first round. Somehow that ought to be avoided, because it has someone who lost twice the previous weekend at the same location start out absolutely even the next. At any rate, Kristof won by a point and made it to the finals to finish 2nd. Chapman ended losing back-to-back 7-6 bouts. This has been a busy year for Chapman. He was 1st at Edison (215#), 1st at Hopewell-Loudon (215#), 1st at Oak Harbor (189#), 2nd at Marion Harding (215#), 1st at Clyde (189#) and 1st at the SBC Duals (189# and 215#). I think he is perfectly positioned for the maximization of his State title chances. Now all he has to do is wrestle at his peak level.

Chapman's biggest challenge is likely right at his own Fostoria District. Ehrsam missed last year's tourney with an injury after a great junior year, but has worked even harder this year with a 1st at Perrysburg and a 2nd at GMVWA. He ignites the outstanding trio of Delta upper weights. State qualifier Reynolds has been somewhat inconsistent, but he'll be there at tourney time. Limberios, a Margaretta transfer, should know Chapman as well as anyone. He was really hot earlier in the year. Theis was undefeated at the St. Mary Duals, but has not wrestled since. My guess is 189# may be a tough cut for him. Haar was pretty much off my radar screen until an exceptional performance at Toledo Waite made me sit up and take notice. He won the title defeating both Ehrsam and Seyer to bring his record to 22-5. Whether that was his "15 minutes of fame" or the start of a strong stretch run is now the question. After that I've listed Hoover, Dee and Yost, with Hill (Wayne Trace) and Trout (Arcadia) real long-shots.

Wolf qualified at 215# last year and is apparently the leading light at Xenia. He had a big win at Bishop Ready defeating McCloy in the finals. I know little about Durben, but an 18-0 record suggests a certain competency. Last year at 171#, he was 32-3 recordwise on the Saturday of Districts, but quickly stumbled twice and was eliminated. Zingery was 6th at GMVWA and Meyer 8th, and I believe that they'll both challenge the top duo. Coffey (Finney town) and Townsend (Preble Shawnee) could also playa role.

State alternate Hinton is, perhaps, the stiffest challenge to the possibility of an all Northwest District final. He missed qualification by one bout last year, but he appears to have made startling improvement -- winning at the Gorman with overtime victories over Truax and Division II State qualifier Campbell, and crushing everyone at Bucyrus. McLaughlin was also one bout from a State qualification, and at Grandview he finished a tough 2nd, losing by only 7-4 to State runner-up Rocky Tate in the final. One other name to note is the freshman Schumacher at Monroe. Brother of the former State champ, he is already 9-3 in his first varsity year.

It's a diverse group at Elyria Catholic. Truax was 3rd at the Gorman, losing that overtime bout to Hinton, and was champ at several small tourneys. Jenison is tough to figure. He defeated both my Division I top choice and second choice, Thompson and

Martin, at the lronman, finished a fabulous 3rd: '-\ut then was 4th at the Dies -- though his two losses were to the excellent Bittinger anu Dohse. Last year he missed State qualification by a single point. Obviously, on a good weekend he could be a real load. Lewis is also good with Seyer, Russo and Turner as possibilities. Also look for Tolchinsky (Berkshire), Habbyshaw (Aurora) and Lanciewicz (Columbia Station) are all tough both on the mat and in spelling class.

215#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BOBBY SCHLATTER (DELTA)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Wonderly (Hicksville)

3. Bakr (Chagrin Falls)

4. Marshall (Versailles)

5. Allen (Highland Sparta)

6. Tucholski (Genoa)

7. Owen (Black River)

8. Bowe (Elmwood)

9. Reed (Licking Hts.)

10. Turner (Kirtland)

11. Hitchcock (Mechanicsburg) 
12. Gruss (Coldwater)

13. Everhart (Mohawk) 
14. Glavich (Wellington) 
15. Bauer (Grandview Hts.)

16. Poast (Covington)

17. Blattler (Hannibal River)

18. Vogelsong (Fairview) 
19. Ward (Barnesville) 
20. Dixon (Blanchester) 
21. Snider (Jackson Milton) 
22. Cutter (Waynedale) 
23. Wright (Triad)

This could be one of the most entertaining weight classes in Division III. A number of this group are aggressive and like to score, which often creates memorable wrestling. A good example of this kind of attitude is the big junior from Delta, Bobby Schlatter. A 6th place finisher last year, he showed outstanding potential which is beginning to be realized the deeper into the season we progress. Already the champion at the GMVWA over the outstanding Division I wrestler Brandon Tackett, he came back with four first period falls to win at Perrysburg. Now that he has experienced Wright State and with a growing confidence in his own ability, he should take it all, but not without surviving at least one or two close bouts.

The Fostoria District returns State qualifier Wonderly (who won two bouts at Wright State), State alternate Bowe and a bevy of returning District competitors like Tucholski, Everhart, Vogelsong and Roll (Plymouth). That will form the backbone of the strongest district, especially with the addition of Gruss, Orr (Blufton) and Boes (Fairview). This should generate some sustained action and a qualifying group that could place as many as four of its members.

At Elyria Catholic, the field is much slimmer. Bakr and Owen both missed State qualification by a bout last year, and should be solid State performers this go around. Bakr had a particularly impressive win at Richmond Hts., cementing a top five rating in this report. Turner, a District qualifier as a 9th grader last year, is brutalizing most of the local competition. He is 16-0 with 13 falls, but he has yet to be tested by the top boys here. The remaining competition is much weaker.

It was a rather strange State bracket at 215# last year. The top half had seven seniors and one underclassman, while the bottom had six underclassmen and only two seniors. It provided a good look at those who would return. One of those was Tony Allen who finished with a 0-2 mark, including a narrow 8-7 loss to Wonderly. He has built on that with a 13-second fall to win at Reynoldsburg. Reed, the State alternate, has aJso won several big titles, as has Bauer. This trio, all from the Columbus area, looks to dominate those coming from the two Eastern District sectionals. Based on both past and current results that seems quite likely.

State qualifier Marshall lost his only State bout to Schlatter, but that was not indicative of his excellent junior season. This year he was 4th at GMVWA and 2nd at Graham, wrestling with good consistency. Hitchcock and Poast both have excellent records, but the latter's competition is somewhat suspect. Hitchcock was 6th at GMVWA, losing to Schlatter in 1:57 and to Marshall 6-3. Dixon and Wright have legitimate shots at the last two spots.

HVY
PROJECTED CHAMPION: COREY ESTELL (AMANDA CLEARCREEK)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Cameron (Brookville)

3. Tule (Archbold)

4. Young (Licking Hts.)

5. Wauford (Northwood)

6. Balkin (Mapleton)

7. Taylor (Delta)

8. McGill (West Liberty Salem)

9. Busdeker (Wood more)

10. Trent (Sandy Valley)

11. Murgatroyd (Wood ridge)

12. Rose (Streetsboro)

13. Covert (Reading)

14. Sandy (Tusky Central Catholic)

15. Pence (Greeneview)

16. Gant (Elyria Catholic)

17. Bridgeford (Preble Shawnee) 

18. Stryker (West Jefferson) 

19. Zeller (Swanton)

20. Wilson (Bellaire St. John) 

21. Schmidt (Covington)

22. Norman (Painesville Harvey) 

23. Allison (Elmwood)

24. McGlone (Waynedale)

25. Ray (Fairview)

26. Robey (Hannibal River)

Last year Tim Courtad of Aurora totally dominated this class with two falls, one technical and a 15-3 major decision. It's unlikely that it will happen quite that way again this year, although I do believe that Corey Estell will totally dominate all but a handful of top contenders. Estell placed 5th last year, winning four bouts and losing a tough 11-10 decision to State runner-up Higgs in the championship bracket. This year he ripped through the Medina bracket pinning everyone, including Division I State place winner Matalka, until the finals when Reed wore him down to win. I don't think anyone here will be able to do that to a wrestler who reminds me both stylistically and facially of former State champ Larry Angles.

One of Estell's toughest foes will be State qualifier Ed Young. Young won by default over Estell for 3rd at the District level, but had his entire State tourney last but 63 seconds. He was champ at Licking Hts., Bishop Ready and Hamilton Twp., where he beat the fine Division II wrestler Scott Speakman. Estell and Young both look to be around 250#, somewhat less than Trent who is a distant third choice. In fact, beyond the top two, the field here is very weak.

State qualifier Tule won two bouts at Wright State, but twice got caught inside of two minutes for falls. He is the leading candidate to win this district, but it won't be easy.

Wauford was 9-13 last year, but he has developed into a consistent finalist who can challenge any of the top boys here. Taylor is a freshman heavyweight who is probably lighter than teammate Schlatter, but who is quick and strong. He lost to  Cameron at the GMVWA in double overtime. He beat the gigantic Matalka to finish 3rd at Perrysburg, indicating that his superior mobility is tough to score upon. Busdeker lost to Tule in overtime at the "A" Classic and won at both Gibsonburg and Hopewell-Loudon. There is an enormous drop off after this quartet, although at heavyweight, upsets are very common.

Cameron and McGill seem far better than the rest of the competition at Xenia. Cameron is a returning State qualifier, who won the GMVWA over Taylor and has a 19-1 record so far this season. McGill, now a junior, lost a 15-10 shoot-out in the District first round last year, but has shown quicker improvement than the other area heavyweights. He was 4th at GMVWA and won with all falls at Graham. I've listed Covert, Pence, Bridgeford and Schmidt as top contenders for the last spot, with a host of other folks just a half step behind. I think the one to watch here might just be Pence, who won three District bouts last year.

I suspect that Balkin, up from 215#, is the class of the Elyria Catholic District. There are no Courtad clones here this year (though his younger brother is at 215#), but Balkin certainly has placement possibilities. He has won at Bucyrus, Tri-West, Hillsdale and Black River. Murgatroyd, who swings between 215# and heavyweight, and Rose are probably next best. After that it's anyone's guess with Vavrek (Cuyahoga Hts.), Conner (Berkshire) and Kiba (Smithville) certainly capable of upsetting those listed in the ranking table.

TEAMS

1. Sandusky St. Mary -- This team returns four quality State qualifiers plus one of the finest freshman in Division III, and yet the numbers show that Delta will score just as heavily. Opfer should be a finalist while Schmidt, Blanton and Whelan have strong middle to upper placement potential. They're going to need. some points from people like Davlin, Limberios, or Cattano. Coach Roth has been a genius in getting people to Wright State, but more of them have to score there. A top ten team the last four years -- the longest streak in
2. Delta -- On paper this team scores very heavily, but they don't have the same margin of error as Sandusky St. Mary. Schlatter, Abbot and Ehrsam are all steady performers, but they must get heavy freshman scoring not only at 103# (like Sandusky St. Mary), but also at heavyweight -- a much more problematical outcome. If the weak 152# class gets Ganzhorn and/or Speelman that will hurt Sintobin's chance to score. An outstanding squad.

3. Chanel -- Another team that could easily win the team title under the veteran leadership of Graham Coghill. Ralph, Wrobel, Balamenti and Grubach all have finalist potential, but the last boy is the big unknown. He has not yet competed and could be at either 135# or 140#. Outside the big four the on Iy possible helper is Wondolowski, and should he contribute their chances really improve. One big problem is log jam of State placement wrestlers at 112# and how that might impact Balamenti.

4. Elyria Catholic -- This is a squad that could also capture the top spot, or possibly not even make the Top Ten. Burnett is great at 112#, but that is a most difficult class. Donstan and Brush have flirted with stardom, but have not yet cashed in on those opportunities. Woods and Cecil could be surprise point scorers, but again that is probably a real shot, while Sedivec, Gant and Goins are probably not going to help. Lots of questions, but a championship possibility exists.

5. Streetsboro -- Always a fine team, Streetsboro may have enough horses to make a run at the top. Giebel and Inghram never quite seem to score as heavily as anticipated, but this is their last chance. Gerail is at that difficult 112# class, where all the top contenders, but Delta have strong contenders. The key of course, is Wentz piling up big points at 119# and establishing the momentum for the rest of them. Don't count them out.

6. Auror~ -- Two State champions can score a lot of points as Coach Bliss can readily attest to. The defending State champ again have two standouts, but while Schroder is a sure champ, Ganzhorn is no better than even money even at 160#. Last year Tonsin and Flynn scored some crucial points, but there may not be that kind of back-up this year. The best hopes are probably Cull, Cook, or Marlin. It would have to be a perfect weekend for this team to win.

7. Brookville --Always a solid team their 6th place team finish last year was the highest for a Southwest District team since 1990. The major issue is whether their State qualifiers will be able to score at the State level. The big hope (in more ways than one) is Cameron with Stover, Copeland and Games as the next best opportunities. They have lots of back-up strength at the District level, but it may evaporate in the harsh glare of Wright State.

8. Lima Central Catholic -- Kessen was 2nd last year, but nobody else did any serious scoring and they fell out of the Top Ten. This year Boyd should be a big-time help, but Johns is stuck at that brutal 112# class. People like Wannemacher, Dee and Kleman are on the periphery of State qualification, but probably not State scoring.

9. Edgerton -- The Speelman and Armitage are pretty much all there is, but if they are all at 100% that could be around 50 points. There doesn't seem to be anyone else who can help, but 50 points easily get you into the Top Ten.

10. Wellsville -- A team that is built around three good lightweights. Nightengale has to be the favorite at 125# -- which has been a good weight at Wellsville in the past. McKinnon is coming into his own and Long could be a factor. In this case there is no help at all, so it's strictly up to this trio.

11. Milton Union --The first three weight classes are outstanding and if you were allowed two entrants at 103# they'd even be better off. Both Creech boys are flat out excellent, while State placer Sharp is no slouch.

12. Archbold -- A rebuilding team after last year's great 3rd place finish. Baden and Tule are the mainstays, and both are at relatively easy weight classes. There are a lot of good back-up potential with the freshman Forward, the two Grimes, Bostleman and Johnson. With just a little bit of luck we're looking.at another Top Ten finish.
13. Lakota -- It's time for their middle weights to step forward. Sachs, Yonikus, Timmons and Bomer are now veteran performers who need to make a statement. Sachs is the best bet to do so, but they'll need at least two to match this team placement.
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