1997 High School Wrestling

Forecast 26th Annual Edition


103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BRENT McBURNEY (MASSILLON PERRY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Barrett (Libbey)

3. Lenhard (St. Edward)

4. Dies (Akron Springfield)

5.  Roy (Fairfield)
6. Golembiewski (Massillon Jackson)

7. Dimitris (Brecksville)
8. Varga (Brunswick)

9. Sabin (Eastlake North)

10. Slaby (Maple Hts.)

11. Percival (Amherst)
12. Ramirez (Fairmont)

13. McGuire (Hilliard)

14. Singhoff (Colerain)
15. Bowersock (Wapakoneta)

16. McKinney (Sandusky)

17. McKinley (Sylvania Northview)

18. Boggs (Mt. Healthy)
19. Webb (Westland)

20. Carney (West Chester
21. Federico (Willoughby South)

22. Dobbins (Barberton)

23. Auciello (LaSalle) 
24. Poling (Rogers)

25. McCreary (Marion Harding)

26. Knight (Moeller)
27. Purcell (Dublin Coffman)

The last few years have been a prognosticator's dream at 103#. Dominant names like Shaun Smith, Tomazz Wilson, and Todd Boerner held forth while underclassmen like Wilcox and Kulczycki were leaders in their districts. It made things so much more clear-cut and left time to analyze how the top three or four would fare against each other. In 1997, that environment has disappeared to be replaced by a much more complex one. What we have now is a large pool of roughly equivalent wrestlers - many in their first real year of varsity wrestling. And, what one observes, is a kind of Brownian motion as they collide with one another with almost random results. Quantum mechanics has always fascinated me because of the counter-intuitive results it successfully predicts. I'm reminded by this weight class of the Uncertainty Principle which tells one that more closely you understand a particles structure the less you know about its location and visa-versa. It seems particularly appropriate here since the longer I study the principle participants in this exercise the less I can predict the final results.

My choice is Brent McBurney who the past two years served as state champion Shaun Smith's back-up, and last year consequently competed at 112#. He has already this year won at the lronman, Massillon Perry, and Medina while compiling a blemish-free record -- at least until an upset loss at Alliance. A powerful competitor he is difficult to score upon and methodically grinds out convincing victories.

McBurney emerges from the strongest district - one that features six state caliber participants. Granting McBurney one of the three designated state berths further squeezes the options of the remaining quintet. Dies has shown rapid improvement. He was a strong third at Brecksville losing only a one point decision to Division III choice Allega and defeating state qualifier Slaby. He was a convincing winner at North Canton shutting out his last two opponents, and was third at Firestone losing only to Division II pick Adkins. Golembiewski has had a much more erratic set of results. He was third at Solon (at 112#) and fourth at Wadsworth losing to both Dobbins and Sibbio. At the Jackson Duals he led Dimitris 5-0 when he was turned and pinned. Like McBurney he was behind a state place winner, Nettle, and had to compete often at 112#. The freshman Dimitris is currently 25-1 with wins over Allega to capture the Brecksville title, the aforementioned Golombiewski, Varga, and McKinney. Poised well beyond his years his only defeat was an overtime decision to Allega. Varga, like Dimitris, is not a physical brute but he checks in with a 12-1 record and tourney titles at Hudson and Brunswick. Dobbins is, perhaps, a small step behind the rest but can compete with any of this group but McBurney. This is clearly the best district and the top five could qualify anywhere else. Unfortunately two will be left home, including Hagen (Ellet).

There are certain parallels to the Perry District when you examine the circumstances at Mentor. Again three qualifiers with a deep pool of potential qualifiers. The major differences are that this group is not quite at the same high performance level that one sees at Perry, but, at the same time, there are ten possibilities rather than six. Mason Lenhard, the freshman sensation from St. Edward, was a cadet national champ last summer and displays a marvelous set of moves. However, he will not be one of the larger 103's and could be overpowered as happened with McBurney. He is a future (maybe, even present) star in high school wrestling up to the turn of the century. Incidentally, his back-up Mike Huang totally dominated at Marion Harding and Troy and will be a major factor in the future. Sabin won at Solon and Richmond Hts. and was a finalist at Hudson before losing a hard fought bout to Varga. Right behind him is a state qualifier Slaby who has had a bit of disappointing year primarily due, I believe, to a certain lack of aggressiveness on his feet. Percival has not wrestled as rigorous a schedule as the others, but his final round fall of Ramirez at Tiffin was impressive. This foursome would appear to have the high probability of capturing the three tickets to Wright State. However, Federico is certainly a contender as are Maher (Midpark), Diaz (Lorain Southview), Vito (Solon), Hubbard (Elyria), and Magyar (Brush).

The sprawling Rogers district is not as strong as the Perry or Mentor. Two-time state qualifier Barrett made the drop to 103# and this powerful senior should place this year. He has lost all three of his previous state bouts. McGuire is probably next best with Bowersock -- winner at St. Johns and runner-up at Marion Harding -- a step behind. Huang beat Bowersock 16-0 at Marion Harding. After that it's a wide-open competition with those ranked augmented by Owens (Mansfield Madison), Lybarger (Mount Vernon) and Velasquez (Clay).

Roy, like Barrett a senior and state qualifier, also has dropped to 103#, and once comfortable with weight should head the Southwest delegation. Ramirez did beat him by a point at Fairfield, but that was his first week at 103#. He has placement potential. Behind him is a tightly grouped pack that includes Ramirez, Singhoff, Boggs, and Carney. It should be a very spirited competition at the district level, but it will be difficult for any of this group other than Roy to place.

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ROCKY RA TUFF (MARION HARDING)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Wilcox (Oak Hills)

3. Peretti (Boardman)
4. Icenhour (Hilliard)

5. Skock (Madison)

6. Key (Vandalia Bulter)

7. Jayne (St. Edward)

8. Byers (Eastlake North)

9. Bloomfield (Tiffin Columbian)

10. Abella (Northland)

11. Percifull (West Carrollton)

12. Iori (Elder)

13. McCreery (Wadsworth)

14. Daugherty (Wayne)

15. Balog (Medina)

16. Zielinski (Moeller)
17. Saley (Akron Springfield)

18. Diglia (Elida)
19. Caruso (Brecksville)
20. Fuqua (Amhertst)

21. Siebert (Ashland)

22. Cook (Solon)

23. Tagliareni( Pickerington)

24. Seifullah (Stow)

25. Pierson (Beavercreek)

26. Soldatek( Toledo Start)

27. Branch (Centerville)

From almost any perspective it appears likely that there will be a two-man battle for the state title at 112#. Ratliff is the type of wrestler that you like to see do well. He is very aggressive looking to score at all times and is willing to take risks to put people on their back - as evidenced by his high fall percentage. Additionally, he'll move up a weight class to find the most challenging match-up not concerned with "protecting" his record. Last year as a freshman, he defeated the very tough senior Zane Stickel to win his district and came to Wright State with a 37-2 record. He had the look of a finalist, but got "caught" by Nettle in the quarter-finals and eventually ended up fourth - losing a one-point bout to Stickel in the consolation finals. Significantly, he defeated Wilcox 9-2 in the consolations. This year he has floated between 112# and 119# with tremendous success winning major tourneys at Galion, Marion Harding, and Sylvania Southview with relative ease. His only loss - in the Gorman finals -- was at 119# when he challenged my 119# choice, Roger Merrell. He opened the match by taking Merrell down (the first time that had happened this year), but, perhaps got over aggressive, was quickly reversed and pinned. Absent such a circumstance he should breeze through this field with the exception of Wilcox.

Wilcox, now a junior, is a highly heralded youth wrestler who made good on that promise. He has finished fifth at 103# the last two years in a curiously identical manner. Both years he entered state competition totally undefeated (a combined 56-0) and reached the semi-finals before twice falling to Shaun Smith (10-1 and 6-0). He then lost a consolation bout before coming back to take fifth. That can't happen exactly the same way this year since he lost in the SWOCA finals at 119# to Bein -- his first regular season loss ever. He did win the mammoth GMVWA title at 119# as well as at St. Xavier and has been pretty much his dominating self in the local area. Very strong he will have to neutralize Ratliffs superior quickness to win, and that is certainly a possibility -- particularly if he can capture the initial takedown. Their battle should be one of the most interesting of the tourney.

There is a substantial droop-off between the top duo and the rest of the field. For example, at Perry the field is headed by Peretti -- a strong winner at Kenston - who is coming off a successful sophomore season which saw him not only reach Wright State but 'win two bouts there. However, Ratliff defeated him 14-2 in the consolations. He has good placement potential, nonetheless. The quartet of McCreery, Balog, Caruso, and Saley should battle for the last two slots with the promise of especially fierce competition. Both Balog and Caruso missed qualification last year by a takedown -with Balog's loss coming to Peretti. There is something of a round robin aspect to this competition with McCreery having beaten Saley at North Canton, Saley defeating Caruso at Brecksville, and Caruso winning over Balog last year.

Mentor features several competitors with good upside potential. Skoch, for example, was a district finalist last year as a freshman and looked very impressive until Kulczycki wore him down in the finals. In his first round at States he threw away a won match (ahead 7-2 in the third period) to Bloomfield in overtime, and did not get a second chance. Physically, he's a dynamite competitor, but Madison wrestles a schedule that is ill-designed to prepare their top people for the rigors of state competition. Byers looked fabulous at Hudson and Solon and lost only to Peretti at Kenston. He missed stated qualification by one bout last year, and since he and Skoch emerge from the same sectional they will be apart at Mentor. The freshman Jayne could be the surprise package at Mentor or Wright State. As might be expected of a ninth grader he has had a season of hills and valleys. He won at Medina including an impressive 13-6 win over state champ Holmes and an 8-2 triumph over Balog. He also was second at the Ironman defeating West Virginia state champ Shank (after being decked by him the previous week). On the other hand Tompkins TF'ed him and he lost two out of three in Pennsylvania. When he is hitting on all cylinders -- as he was at Medina -- he can be a real handful - but the real strong 112's will be a tough match-up for him. Fuqua cannot be overlooked despite poor tourneys at Tiffin and Avon Lake -he was one point from Wright State last year, while Cook, Seifullah, and perhaps Chavers (Warrensville) are other possibilities.

The huge Rogers district is headed by Ratliff with Icenhour the next best shot at placement. A state qualifier in 1996 Icenhour just recently returned to 112# and looks to be very strong there. He should be away from Ratliff at Wright State, and if Wilcox ends up in the same half bracket with Ratliff (hopefully not), he could potentially be a finalist. After that it should be a dogfight for the last three spots. State qualifiers Diglia and Bloomfield return, but neither is a lock to replicate that feat. Diglia, in particular, is at risk. Abella and the emerging Soldatek are real possibilities -- the latter with recent wins over Quick and state qualifier Daughtery. In addition to the ranked Tagliareni and Siebert watch for Wensinger (Fremont Ross) and Cook (Mansfield Madison). State qualifier Armstrong (Groveport) will apparently not compete this year eliminating a real factor at this weight, while state alternate Stephens (Westerville North) has struggled up at 112#.

Wilcox, as always, will dominate at Centerville. However, there are lots of potential candidates for the .remaining qualifying berths. State qualifiers Daugherty and Zielinski are sure to be factors although neither has done particularly well against first rate competition. Key was one point away from Wright State last year while Pierson, Iori, and Percifull are solid performers. There is a lot of depth here with Branch, Heggood (Glen Este), Kaplan (Sycamore), and Mau (Fairborn), perhaps, only a half step behind. Wilcox will cruise, but there will be mayhem and upsets in his wake.

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ROGER MERRELL (MANSFIELD)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Nash (Uniontown Lake)
3. EI-Hayek (Boardman)

4. Guillozet (Greenville)
5. Highsmith (Toledo Start)

6. D. Smith (Lexington)

7. Bentley (Groveport)
8. Osolin (Eastlake North)

9. Kallai (Wadsworth)

10. Thompson (Wapakoneta) 

11. C. Smith (Marion Harding) 

12. Bertin/Grecol (St. Edward) 

13. Simmons (Westerville North)

14. Collins (St. Xavier) 

15. Obermyer (Glen Este)

16. Simon (North Canton)

17. Griffey (Sylvania Southview)

18. Jackson (Hamilton)

19. Darwish (LaSalle)

20. Rolf (Defiance)

21. Kennedy (Midpark)

22. DiCillo (Mayfield)

23. Lyons (Moeller) 

24. Smith (Kenmore)

25. Mazzarella (Westlake)

For the second consecutive year this is a weight class that is unlikely to send pulses racing among the spectator base. It is one of the weaker fields of the 14 in Division I and returns relatively few standouts from last year.

A singular exception is my projected champ Roger Merrell who does provide excitement every time out on the mat. Like Ratliff he is a big-time pinner with a flair for the quick fall. Already a two-time state qualifier this seasoned junior is once beaten this year at both 119# and 125#. He has already won at the Gorman, Marion Harding, and Madison events while compiling about an 85% pin ratio. Last year he was third at this class losing only to the very strong senior, Kich and avenging his district loss to Moore with a fall. His inexplicable loss at Mapleton to the freshman Fink and his only relatively close call this year with Goodwin were at 125#, but I don't anticipate him having many at 119#. He's fun to watch, and he's totally dangerous every second of his bouts.

Merrell's toughest competition is likely to come out of the Massillon Perry district. Both Nash and EI-Hayek placed last year, and their strategy, I suspect, will be to slow the pace when wrestling Merrell. Last year Merrell defeated Nash in the quarter-finals 5-2 in a hard fought bout, and Nash has wrestled several down-tempo bouts this year. Nash has been at 125# all year, and could well choose to stay there - especially if Kulczycki is unable to compete. EI-Hayek was fifth at 112# last year winning four bouts.

This year he was second at Kenston losing, rather surprisingly, in overtime to Michalek, and fourth at the lronman including a loss to Byers of Walsh Jesuit. The freshman Kallai and Simon are both tough but have been somewhat inconsistent. Kallai won at Wadsworth after a fifth at North Canton while Simon triumphed at North Canton but finished third at Wadsworth losing to Kallai in the semi-finals. Behind this quartet are Scott and Smith with Bucur (Hudson), Artino (Nordonia), Artino (Stow) and Pavkov (Barberton) other possibilities. Former state qualifier Wright (Dresden Tri-Village) also returns at this class, but will need to be in absolutely top form to qualify.
The Rogers District has tremendous quantity at this weight, but "up-top" quality after Merrell may be suspect. There are probably a dozen viable candidates for the five qualifying berths, but there are few within this number that have state placement potential. Leading this pack are Highsmith and Smith -- both former state qualifiers. Talven Highsmith captured the fifth and last qualifying spot last year, but was a quick first round casualty. This year he won at Sylvania Southview and St. John (both on technical falls) arid finished second at Northwood -- all at 125# pounds. Drew Smith was second in Division II at 112# as a sophomore coming from a district fifth to the state finals. Then last year he was hobbled by injuries and fell in district action. So far, in 1997, he has wrestled a very demanding schedule -- especially important with the Division I challenges that lie ahead. He was second in the DeSales Classic (losing in overtime), sixth at the Ironman, second at Tiffin (after getting smoked by Burnett), and third at the Gorman (losing to Merrell). His ability to win close matches may move him ahead of more gifted competition. A potential sleeper is Dugan Bentley who won two district matches at 125# last year (and lost only to state qualifiers). He and Amick alternate at 119# and both have been impressive. Bentley has won several tourneys and defeated the highly rated Icenhour in a dual. After this trio it will be a free-for-all with Thompson, C. Smith, and Simmons marginally ahead of Rolf, Griffey, and Giesige (Celina). Others with upset potential are Altman (Holland Springfield), Adcock (Elida), Sheets (Westland) and B. Campbell (Pickerington).

State qualifier Guillozet heads a relatively non-credentialed group out of Centerville. Guillozet battled eventual state champ Kore Sharpley for six minutes in losing a first round bout 8-6, and then lost a one-point consolation heartbreaker. He wrestles a relatively obscure (at least for me) schedule but won at Troy and is apparently undefeated. While I've listed a number of other potential qualifiers, the current situation seems currently unclear. A major reason is that Wilcox has been at 119# most of the year distorting final results. Still it's difficult to envision Collins, Obermyer, Jackson, Darwish, or Lyons placing at Wright State. Other people to watch might include Drake (Vandalia Butler) and Kreiling (Anderson).

It is very unusual when the Mentor District doesn't place at least one wrestler at every weight class. In fact, the last time it happened was in 1994, but as it currently stands it could well happen at 119#. I've searched long and hard but only Osolin and Bertin (or Grecol) would seem even to have an outside shot. Osolin, only a sophomore, has had impressive tourney results finishing first, second, third, and fourth in his four efforts, all at weight classes higher then 119#. If he can become comfortable at 119# he has real placement potential. At the end of last year I was convinced that Grecol would have a big year in 1997. He came on very powerfully at the District losing to Byers in overtime in the consolations. He looked like he was headed on a steep uphill trajectory. However, injuries have slowed him down and the precocious Bertin may end up as the varsity wrestler, and he, too has outstanding potential. Only a freshman, he placed at Medina at 125# and has been more effective at 119#. I've also listed Kennedy, DiCillo, and Mazzarella, but those are strictly educated guesses for the last spot. It could just as easily been Shears (Madison), Carano (Maple Hts.), or Yost (North Ridgeville).

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: MIKE KULCZVCKI (ST. EDWARD) 

TOP CONTENDERS
2. Billow* (Nordonia)
3. Sommer (West Carrollton) 

4. Zimmerman (Holland Springfield) 

5. Paisz 0fVadsworth) 
6. Branham (Grove City)

7. Lentz (Mentor)

8. Linberg (Fairfield)

9. Horner (Massillon Jackson)

10. Poland (Greenville)

11. Se Braunen (Xenia)

12. Campbell (Pickerington)

13. Walls (Sandusky)

14. Damrunchai (Beavecreek)

15. Goodwin (Wapakoneta)
16. Jakuszewski (Green)

17. Barkhurst (Glen Este)

18. Minton (Dublin Coffman)
19. Grviv Akron Springfield)

20. Amick (Groveport)

21. Patyk (Garfield Hts)

22. Newton (Defiance)

23. Trem (Eastlake North)

24. Kurtz (Harrison)

25. Kim (North Royalton)

26. Cruz (North Ridgeville)

27. Fitch (Massillon Perry)

The 125# weight class is probably the weakest in Division I and that, in and of itself, makes for a difficult forecasting environment. It is far better (and more fun) to have three or four wrestlers who you can envision as state champs than to have none. In the first case, you can spend productive time analyzing results, comparing styles and considering alternative scenarios. However, if no one at the weight class has the look of a potential champ; it’s difficult to know where to turn. Still, state runner-up Mike Kulczycki seemed the obvious choice until the dreaded injury bug struck. Kulczycki has only wrestled once since the third week of the season and that was probably premature. Now the word is he won't return until sections (and that's the optimistic forecast), and the question that suddenly looms large is -- what now?

With few viable alternatives, I've decided to remain with Kulczycki as my top choice. Last year at 103# he reached the state finals only to lose to his long-time nemesis Shaun Smith 5-3. This year he was second at the lronman losing a 10-9 thriller to Division III choice Zoloty in a bout that had it been 30 seconds longer would have belonged to Kulczycki. One of Kulczycki's greatest strengths is his ability to wrestle for six all-out minutes. He may fall behind early, but the constant pressure eventually wears down opponents. A classic example was his dual meet win over state champion Adkins last year. Down 7-1 after being headlocked, he eventually pushed Adkins past his conditioning limit, and then won the bout with a flurry of third period takedowns 16-11. My concern is that the injury may not only reduce his wrestling effectiveness, but negate his usual conditioning edge. Still, the sectional and district tourneys are not particularly rugged, and may give him a change to reach the maximum level possible within the framework of his injury. If he cannot compete, my top choice would thus default down to the junior Damien Billow.

The Mentor District is not overpowering. Should Kulczycki not wrestle, Grecol is an exceptional back-up who would have excellent qualification chances at Mentor. After Kulczycki, only Lentz has placement potential at Wright State. When I saw him two years ago, I was tremendously impressed with his potential. However, his junior year was beset with injuries, and though he made a game effort, he was eliminated in the first round of districts. This year he missed Brecksville, but has cobbled together a 16-3 record including some big wins -- over Gucciardo, Patyk, and Osolin. After him, I'm really at a loss. I've listed Patyk - who has shown rapid improvement -- Cruz and Trem. The latter boy has been solid at 130# and could be a real factor at 125#.

Two-time state qualifier Billow heads the Perry District. He has had two tough state draws and failed in three attempts to win at that level. This year with added size and muscle he could well be a finalist -- or champ should Kulczycki not be fit. In the past his exceptional skills were blunted by the raw strength of his older opponents.
Now a junior, that disadvantage should be disappearing. Paisz was third at North Canton (losing to Wrobel), third at Wadsworth (losing to Wrobel but defeating McClanahan) and third at the powerful Alliance Tourney. A returning state qualifier he, too, lost a tough first round bout to Sommer and never got a second chance. He will also be happy to discover that Wrobel will be Division III at Wright State. Horner is a tough, tough wrestler who is difficult to score upon. I was impressed with his third at Solon (losing to Wrobel), but his pin over McAdams was impressive. There are some other excellent wrestlers including Wadsworth champ Jakuszewski, Grvic, Kim, Bartlett (Cuyahoga Falls), and Bentley (Logan.). It will be a rugged threesome that emerges from here.

Based on the last three weeks of results, I've moved Zimmerman to the top of my 125# list at Rogers. He struggled somewhat at 130#, but seems to have found his niche at 125#. He crushed the field at Perrysburg and won brilliantly at Waite giving back-to-back tourney successes. He now seems on track for a possible state place. State qualifier Branham has been outstanding, but after losing to Zimmerman on a fall dropped into the second position within this district. Campbell took a fourth place sectional placement last year and ended up missing state qualification by a single point. This year he has been up and down, but look for him to be at his best at tourney time. Walls was impressive at Brecksville with four easy wins, but lost to Branham twice at Waite - once 11-10. Goodwin won one bout at districts last year, and battled Merrell in the finals at Marion Harding losing 11-8. Below this quintet it's a wide open open field. I've rated Minton Beard, and Amick, but also like Smith (Findlay) and Grusz (Westerville South).

It's a difficult field to decipher at Centerville. I've changed the relative district ratings several times recently. Leading my list is state qualifier Sommer who had a district second last year and won two bouts at states -- missing placement in a double overtime loss. He was injured .in the semi-finals at the GMVWA and had to default out of the tournament, but seems ~~ady now. State qualifier Linberg and Poland are also excellent while Brannen only lost to Sommer 3-1 in overtime. The big question is where will Damrongchai fit in now that he and Smigel have switched classes. Also watch for Barkhurst and Distel (Colerain).

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: -JIM WANDSNIDER (HARRISON) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Bukky (Kilbourne)

3. L. lacaboni (Nordonia)

4. Ludwig (East Liverpool)

5. Eger (Dublin Coffman)

6. Ferguson (Lorain Southview)

7. Smigel (Beavercreek) 

8. Roche (Oakhills)

9. Harpster (Wapakoneta)

10. Tolar (St. Edward)

11. Taulbee (Elder)

12. Plouse (Cuyahoga Falls)

13. Beard (Defiance)

14. Kallai (Wadsworth)

15. Bobner (Tiffin Columbian)

16. Greaslen (Northmont)

17. Sc. Brannen (Xenia)

18. Hinton (Celina)

19. Rohr (Massillon Jackson)

20. Holzheimer (St. Ignatius)

21. Jenny (Glen Este)

22. Riedel (Sandusky)

23. Cameron (Pickerington)

24. Henderly (Toledo Start)

25. Yost (North Ridgeville)

26. McAdams (Brecksville)

27. Mayer (Madison)
This is a nicely balanced weight class featuring nine returning state qualifiers (at least one from every district except Mentor) and four returning state place winners. While that should engendered spirited competition both at the district and state level the eventual championship should essentially be decided by the top three competitors. My choice is "the experienced senior Wandsnider who was runner-up last year at 125#. His only loss was to a New Jersey competitor at the Ironman and he has won easily at the SWOCA. In addition he defeated Bukky 3-2 in last year's state semi-finals creating a down-tempo bout that negated Bukky's speed advantage. He also holds an Ironman semi-final fall over lacaboni.

Bukky won 43 bouts last year en route to his eventual fourth place finish. He has apparently been battling injuries having seen limited duty this year. He was second at the MWC losing to Division II choice Doyle by an 8-2 margin. By the end of last year he was very. very close to a state championship level, but the injuries may have dropped him back. Lou laeabani, this year the lighter of the twins, was fifth last year at this weight after losing an 11-1 semi-final bout to the eventual champ Keaton Anderson. Besides a fourth place finish at the Ironman he won the South Florida Invitational and is undefeated in dual meets.
Wandsnider exits from the most difficult district. State qualifiers Roche, Smigel, and Taulbee are all certified at this weight, but none are within five points of Wandsnider. Last year they were a combined 1-4 at the state level. At the SWOCA Smigel won at 125#, but has since moved up while Roche and Taulbee were fourth and fifth respectively at 135#. Taulbee was first at the GMVWA, however. Geaslen, Jenny, Brannen, Lambers (Elder), and Dizon (Wayne) have previous district experience and should battle for state berths.

It's something of a mixed bag at Rogers. However, a healthy Bukky would romp to the district title despite some good talent. Eger was a Division II state qualifier at Watterson and has done well against Division I competition with a win at Upper Arlington and a strong fourth at Medina. Beard has been outstanding at 135# over the talented Muenzer was an eye-opener. He may not be rated high enough here. The rest of the district has a lot of unknowns, but Cameron seems to be gaining momentum and could be a real factor even at the state level. Besides those listed Henderson (Reynoldsburg), and Yetzer (Mansfield Madison) could be factors. The very dangerous state qualifier Harpster (Wapakoneta) has missed the entire year with injuries but apparently will compete in the state tourney process.

The Perry District has six solid candidates for their three state berths. lacaboni is a clear choice but the intriguing entry is Ludwig. Last year at 135# he cruised into the district finals with easy wins before losing a 5-2 finale. Then at Wright State he defeated Reckman, lost to Marchette, and then won three bouts to finish fifth. This year he's down to 130# and could be a real factor. However, he bombed out at Medina losing early and often and failing to place at 135#. Kallai won at North Canton, but suffered a first-round loss at Wadsworth before winning six consolation bouts to finish fourth. Plouse was a Division II qualifier at Akron St. Vincent last year and won this year at Wadsworth and Western Reserve while finishing second at Hudson. One of this excellent quartet will not qualify along with the Brecksville champ McAdams and the excellent Rohr. Other contenders are Barron (Akron Springfield), Gago (Hoover) and Stewart (Stow).

The Mentor District is the weakest of the four. Ferguson seems to be the best here based on strong performances throughout the year. Last year he seemed a solid contender to qualify at 135#, but things kind of fell apart for him. An overtime loss in the sectional final to Toyama provided him with an unfavorable draw which matched him up with Marchette in the quarter-finals. After a 10-4 loss (Marchette's closet bout in the tourney process) he lost again in the consolations and was eliminated. Toyama finished second. This year his only loss was to Bukky. The Padua transfer Tolar is probably next best, and this sophomore has fit well in the Ed's lineup. He was second at Medina. After that everything is hazy with Holzheimer, Mayer and Yost my top choices to fight it out for the third spot. DeForde (Brush), Zelma (Strongsville), Oborn (Maple Hts.), and Hancock (Solon) are other possibilities.

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JP. FELTY (MARION HARDING) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Hughes (Pickerington)

3. Steadman (Eastlake North) 

4. G. lacaboni (Nordonia)

5. Brennan (Oakhills)

6. Wahoff (Fairfield)

7. Reckman (Milford) 

8. Drake (Barberton)

9. Inglis (Kilbourne)

10. Gulley (Massillon Perry) 

11. Conway (Sandusky)

12. Scruggs (Sycamore)

13. Wrrtzberger (Madison)

14. Smith (North Royalton) 

15. Miller (Lorain Southview) 

16. Muenzer (Clay)

17. Feldman (Moeller) 

18. Grant (Defiance)

19. Jewell (Wadsworth)

20. Smith (Miamisburg) 

21. Forster (Dublin Coffman) 

22. Bowser (Sidney)

23. Columbi (Mayfield)

24. Cockayne (Beavercreek) 

25. Wheeler (St. Edward)

This is the sixth weight class as one moves up the normal scheduling process, and in Division I there is an interesting story to be told. Since the weight classifications changes made in 1988 the 135# championship has always been won by a Northwest District (Mentor or Perry) participant, running from Fried through Marchette. Before 1988 the 132# weight was the sixth class in order and you have to go back to 1973 before you find somebody outside the Northeast District taking the title. That winner, by the way, was. Mike Chinn is an outstanding middleweight from Grove City. So unless Steadman or lacaboni can pull a first-class upset a streak of some 23 consecutive years will finally end. 
It doesn't look good for the streak with the redoubtale Felty looking for his first state title. A transfer from Teays Valley where he was a Division II state place winner, Felty didn't miss a beat in Division I with a second place finish at 130#. Both of his losses last year were to Anderson, the last one by a 5-4 count. He is undefeated this year and must be considered a strong favorite in 1997.

He competes in one of the tougher districts at Rogers. Hughes could be his district and state finalist competitor and yet he continues to puzzle. At the end of last year he was hitting on all cylinders including a sectional title and a quick trip to the district semi-finals. There, on Saturday, he lost three times (twice to boys he had beaten before), the last one finishing off his state chances. This year at Medina I was anticipating a Morgan/Hughes final when he lost a semi-final bout to a former victim. Somehow, I think he'll sort it out at the state level this year. There is a big drop-off after the top duo with Inglis, Muenzer, and Conway next best. However there is a lot of upset potential here with people like Hansen (Lexington), Salzmann (Celina) and DeClerq (Toledo Start) eagerly awaiting an upset chance.

Steadman was very successful at 140# but his drop, I believe, maximizes his state chances. His only loss in four major tournaments was to Division III state champ Anthony Ralph, and he does have a victory over lacaboni. He has at least some chance of maintaining his district's winning streak at this weight. Wirtzberger and Miller are the second and third choice here, but after that it was a tough struggle to find any names at the Mentor district. There seems to be a reattack of viable state candidates here. Wirtzberger was very impressive as a 130# pound sophomore last year, but has been at 145# much of the year. He could be a big surprise to a lot of people at 135#. Miller, too, is down a weight class after spending all of last year at 140#. Then, as a sophomore he reached districts, but lost in the first round and was eliminated. This year he had been very effective at the lower 135# weight class. He was third at the giant Midwest Classic at Worthington Kilbourne and took another third at Waite defeating Muenzer and Kaminski, but losing to Conway.

lacaboni faces a much more daunting task at Perry. Last year he was third at 125# in district action but lost a quick fall at Wright State in the first round and was eliminated. This year he was fourth at the lronman and has but one other loss -- to Steadman. Drake has moved ahead of state qualifier Gulley in this district with impressive wins at Firestone and Wadsworth. Gulley was fifth at Medina (losing to Hughes) and failing to place at the Ironman. This trio will be challenged by Smith, Jewell, and possibly, Curtright (Athens.)

The best balanced competition will probably occur at Centerville. There state qualifiers Brennan, Wahoff, and Reckman will tangle with upcoming stars like Scruggs, Smith, Bowser, and Cockayne. Brennan had a busy off-season moving up two weight classes and transferring from Elder to Oakhills. Last year he won two bouts at Wright State. Wahoff has been competing at 145# most of the year with mild success, but it should be a much better story down at 135#. A fine youth wrestler he's due to hit his stride this year. Reckman, along with his siblings, have seemingly been around forever, but this is apparently it for the family. Mark has a good chance of being the second in the family to grab a state place.

140#
PROJECTED CHAMPION: KEATON ANDERSON (PICKERINGTON)

TOP CONTENDERS
2. J Janson (Moeller)
3. Maynard (St. Edward) 
4. Gamby (Dublin Coffman) 
5. Ricciardi (Kent Roosevelt)
6. Weinfurtner (Athens)
7. French (Alliance) 
8. Lange (Nordonia) 
9. Pagan (Lorain Southview) 
10. Der. Schuler (Whitmer) 
11. Dusina (Kilbourne) 
12. Kaufman (Wadsworth) 
13. Plowman (Miamisburg)

14. Studer (Mansfield Madison)
15. Kellhofer (Geneva)

16. Spaulding (Westland)
17. Sehoolcraft (Beavercreek)

18. Swenton (Solon)

19. Pace (Talawanda)

20. Anderson (Medina)

21. Harris (Sandusky)

22. Patty (Mayfield)

23. Lattavo (Glen Oak)
24. DiSalvo (North Olmsted)

25. Lanier (Fairfield)

As presently this is probably the strongest, deepest weight class in Division I. There are outstanding competitors from every part of the state, and several districts (most notably Perry and Rogers) are overcrowded with state caliber performers. What I anticipate happening is a flow of athletes to 145# (despite Nakamura's imposing stature) making the two classes more equivalent in terms of overall ability. Even should this occur 140# will be one of the premier competitions at this state tourney -- one which both spectators and coaches should find most fascinating.
Defending state champion Anderson has moved up two weight classes with no loss in efficiency or productivity. A state qualifier as a 9th grader, Anderson really hit his stride last year winning the title at 130# totally dominating every bout except his 5-4 final round win over Felty. He remains undefeated this year including his first title at Medina against a very representative field - including a 17-11 win in the final over Maynard.

He'll certainly be challenged by Janson who will be making his fourth trip to the state tournament this year. Last year he picked up his first three state wins dominating his half bracket at 135# before running into his old nemesis, Sonny Marchette, who tech failed him for at least the third time in the finals. Janson certainly has to be overjoyed that Walsh Jesuit is now a Division II school. This year Janson has won the SWOCA and OCC, and quite honestly, had not been challenged until Marchette TF'ed him again at Alliance. A Janson-Anderson matchup has caused me no end of thought, and my current choice of Anderson is by the narrowest of margin.

Gray Maynard, now a junior at St. Ed's, was the Nevada State Champion last year before returning to Cleveland. A powerfully built young man he has had to acclimate to the rigorous St. Edward's schedule, but that has helped drive his clear improvement. Against Anderson -- his only loss to an Ohio wrestler -- he captured three takedowns, but showed a disturbing proclivity to go to his back as Anderson won the bout with three, three-point near falls. We have seen that in other losses to out-of-state competition (though only at the highest level), and it will need to be rectified before the state tourney process. Nonetheless, this boy has real talent and will be a factor this year and next. Many may remember his father, two-time state champion Ian Maynard, the last wrestler to win a state title for Cleveland South.

Right behind this top trio is a formidable group with five returning state qualifiers any of whom has the ability to upset one of the top three. My guess is that, perhaps, one or two of that group, though, may elect to compete at 145# although the road to the finals there will also be strewn with obstacles. All in all, it does provide the various coaching staffs with some interesting options to consider over the next month or so.

Anderson heads a deep district, but with five qualifying berths the top contender should be able to reach Wright State. I was much impressed with Gamby at Medina and with continued improvement he could be in line for a low place. He has certified down a weight class from last year, and if comfortable at 140# it may be the right decision. Schuler was very impressive at Tiffin, but it was a relatively weak field and so it remains unclear how well he can perform at this difficult district. Clearly, however, the talent is there. Dusina was a major surprise last year. He entered the district as a sectional fourth place finisher with a 16-1.3 record. Two upsets later he was. in the semi-finals where Feeney pinned him in 12 seconds. Nonetheless, he persevered to grab the fifth and last qualifying spot in a strong field. This year he has had a far more successful year winning the Wolfpack Invitational and finishing second at the Midwest Classic.

While none of my top-rated trio competes at Perry this is a strong, very deep district. It includes three returning state qualifiers and at least five other wrestlers with strong credentials. Many of this group have been at 145# some, upon surveying the assembled field, will opt to return to the higher weight class. Riccardi was sixth last year at 140# -- twice losing one point bouts including a 2-1 squeaker to state finalist Feeney. He began this year with a second at Hudson (152#) and a third at Kenston (145#), but since moving to 140# he won at Firestone and was second at the Western Reserve losing only to Marder. Weinfurtner is a two-time state place winner with a solid record of performance. Last year he was sixth at 135# after reaching the semi-finals. This year at Medina Gamby defeated him twice in hard-fought, close bouts. He has done a good job of meeting tough competition. French lost the third and final qualifying berth to Weinfurtner 1-0 last year. He, too, has lost to Marder this year while finishing second at Solon and first at Richmond Hts. Lange has moved up from 119# and this sophomore was very impressive last year at Mentor pushing state runner-up Kich to the limit in the consolation round before losing 8-5. He was a strong fifth at the murderous 140# weight class at the Ironman and won at 152# in Florida. With Kaufman, Anderson, and Lattavo also competing some good folks will be left home.

At Mentor there is a substantial gap between Maynard and everyone else. I've ranked Pagan, Patty, DiSalvo and Swenton, but they will struggle at the state level. Swenton always has seemed a high potential performer, but except for his title at the Midwest Classic he remains something of an enigma. He was third at Solon, but only fifth at the Western Reserve -- although in fairness it was a very strong field. Other possibilities include Noga (Willoughby South), Pollack (Mentor) and Sawyer (Strongsville). This would have been a stronger field except that Steadman and Wirtzberger smartly moved to 135#.

Janson will be pretty much unchallenged at Centerville. The quality level takes a fairly dramatic step downward after Janson although Plowman and Schoolcraft have upset potential. A pair of long-shot specials here might be Boudrow (Colonel White) or Bianco (Elder).

145#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: YOSHI NAKAMURA (ST. EDWARD) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Hoover (Akron Springfield)
3. Mallah (Toledo Woodward)
4. Marroquin (Defiance)

5. Shanklin (Fairfield)
6. Hagedorn (Sycamore)

7. Mullins (Perrysburg)

8. J. Mahone (Solon)

9. Auker (Mt. Vernon)

10. Zmith (Fitch)

11. Wright (East Liverpool)

12. Urban (Toledo St. John)
13. Luneke (Wayne)

14. Edwards (Westerville South)
15. Dean Schuler (Whitmer)
16. T. Carraher (St. Xavier)

17. Sierleja (Brecksville)

18. Gerwe (Milford)
19. Fenos (North Royalton)
20. Stachowitz (Garfield Hts.)
21. Moccia (Nordonia)

22. Shipp (Dunbar)

23. Taylor (Xenia)

24. Holtzapple (Wapakoneta)
25. Brown/Dysart (Pickerington)

One of the strongest favorites in Division I - has to be defending state champion Yoshi Nakamura. Last year he cruised through the tournament process and, against strong opposition, never had a close bout. The bad news for the rest of the field is that he is even better this year. Nakamura is a splendid example of the inter-relationship of various combat disciplines. A ten-time national judo champion he never wrestled until his freshman year at St. Edward's. His incredible sprint up the learning curve is well-documented by his results, and he continues to improve. His incredible quickness and outstanding balance leveraged by a keen intelligence gives him exceptional long term potential. There is much discussion about marvelous senior quartet at Walsh this year (all of it deserved), but Nakamura may have as much (or even more) to offer for the future. This year he remains undefeated including wins at the Ironman and Medina, and my only quibble would be that he, too often, ignores opportunities for leg attacks although part of that may be because of his eagerness to record the fall. Incidentally, this is another weight class dominated in the past by Northeast district contestants.

The last ten titlists have come from that region and since 1979 only Monte Dagley has won the 145# championship and lived outside the Northeast District. Nakamura would appear to be a good bet to maintain that streak.

At Mentor state qualifier James Mahone would seem to be the only other competitor with possible state placement potential. He won at the Western Reserve and Midwest Classic tourneys, and was third at Solon losing only to Marder. Up three weight classes he has outstanding quickness and strength. The rest of the field at Mentor seems very non-descript with Stachowitz perhaps next best. Other thoughts might be Taus (North Ridgeville), Keller (Midview), and Smith (Lorain Southview).

Shanklin spent much of the year at 152#, but I rate him marginally best over Hagedorn at Centerville. He was a state qualifier as a freshman, but last year lost 10-9 and 9-8 district bouts and stayed home. This year he was third at the SWOCA and second at Kenston at 152#, but easily won at Fairfield at 145#. He'll challenge anyone except Nakamura at this class. Returning state qualifier Hagedorn is right with Shanklin. After a third place finish at the district level he entered the state tourney with 10 losses, but then won two tough bouts before losing a 15-10 semi-final to Hrovat. Two further losses -- including one to Hoover -- gave him a sixth place finish. This year his only loss has been to Janson in the SWOCA final and he won easily at Sycamore. The rest of this group is not at the same level although certainly capable of an unexpected win. Besides those listed Spang (Beavercreek), Wilson (Harrison) and Griffith (Centerville) are possibilities.

Hoover was a solid fourth at this weight class including wins over Marroquin, Mullins, and Hagedorn. I've rated him second best based on that fine performance, but I am uneasy based on second place finishes at North Canton (a 10-3 loss to Porter) and Firestone (an 11-8 loss to Mason). He was the champ at Brecksville and he did have nine losses last year even while finishing fourth. He'll need to be at peak efficiency to reach the finals. Probably second best is Wright who was fourth at this district last year losing a tight 5-3 battle to reach Wright State. He did not have a good Medina tourney and will be challenged by those in this district rated below him. There are well over a dozen Smiths mentioned in this report (and one Highsmith) but Vince Zmith is unique. He won three district bouts last year and this season handily captured the Wadsworth title. He is my favorite for the third (or even second) qualifying berth. Sierleja, Fenos, and Moccia are also possibilities with the latter pushed Lip a weight when Lange moved down. Brown (Logan) has lost two close bouts to Dusina and could be a factor here.

There is a tremendous amount of uncertainty at the Rogers district. Mallah has compiled a tremendous three year record at Toledo Woodward but has yet to qualify for state action. He wins a lot of 23-8 type matches but then drops the crucial 9-8 decision. This year he has the tools to be a finalist at this class, but his past record creates uncertainty. Marroquin is another wrestler with a tremendous record, but, perhaps, against suspect competition. He was a state qualifier at this weight last year, but he had to win his first round bout to have any chance (Heskett was in the same quarter-bracket), but instead was "decked" by Hoover. This year he is just crushing everybody, but unfortunately everybody does not include any of the top people at this class. So, again, uncertainty exists, although his win at the Rogers was a good sign. I know that Marroquin has certified at 140# and that will provide coach Joe Carone with a very interesting decision about the best location for arguably the best wrestler on this team. With Anderson at 140# and Nakamura at 145#, the probabilities are substantially against Marroquin winning the state title at either weight class. The issue then becomes where is the highest state placement most probable. To me, at least, that's an easy question. The field below Anderson is much superior to the one here at 145#. While I've ranked Marroquin fourth at this weight, he may, in actuality, be just about even with Mallah and close to Hoover. So it's my guess that Marroquin will choose to stay at 145# unless, of course, he just feels so much better at the lower weight class. State qualifier Mullins beat Marroquin in a sectional final last year 16-12 and utilized that pairings advantage to a second place district finish. He won one consolation bout at Wright State and was hammered by Hoover 10-4. He was third at Hudson losing only to Riccardi. State qualifier Auker, Shuler, Edwards, and Urban will battle for the last two spots with Brown, Wensinger (Fremont Ross), and Wurster (Ashland) also in the hunt. Dysart (Pickerington) would be a formidable foe at this weight if he can recover quickly enough to compete.

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SHANE MELLOR (PICKERINGTON) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2 Walker (Upper Arlington)

3. Davis (Xenia)

4. Sellet (Harrison)

5. M. Mahone (Solon)

6. Brown (Lorain Scuthview)
7. Neapolitan (Boardman)

8. Bessen (Hilliard)

9. Larrison (Kilbourne) 

10. Gable (Perrysburg)

11. C. ChandlerlWard (Shaker Hts.)
12. S. Smith (Marion Harding)

13. M. Chandler (Massillon Perry)

14. Neely (Princeton)

15. Friedman (Hudson)

16. Fair (St. Edward)

17. Padgett (Fairfield)

18. Holtz (North Royalton)

19. Snyder (Glen Este)

20. Watkins (Sylvania Southview)
21. Diaz (Oakhills) 

22. Watters (Wadsworth)

23. Peacock (Cleveland Hts.)
24. Daisher (Fitch)

25. Mcintire (Holy Name)
26. Havlin (Mt. Healthy)

27. DeWald (Tiffin Columbian)

One of my favorite essayists is Stephen Jay Gould, me world-famous zoologist, whose dominant themes deal with evolution. In particular Gould rejects the idea that evolution represents the ladder of progress moving ever onward and upward – that evolution can be represented by an inverted cone - small in the kinds of life at the beginning and steadily widening, diversifying even since. Instead he promotes the concept of contingency where if you were able to replay life's tape many times evolution might well take a radically different pathway ending very often without intelligent life. Because just small changes in initial conditions are so critical each replay could lead to a substantially different result. So it is with this weight class where any of a dozen different contenders have some probability of winning. My guess is that a dozen different replays of this weight class (were it possible) would yield a wide diversity of results.

Actually early in the year I felt that either Joe Chandler or Andy Hrovat would move down to 152# and thus take the lead position here. It isn't going to happen so it's a wide open competition, and don't be surprised if a couple of the 145's move back to 152# figuring they have a better chance of winning here than upsetting Nakamura.

It happens that two of the best 152's are probably in Columbus and I've chosen state qualifier Shane Mellor to win it all. Mellor qualified at 160# last year, but wrestled only once in a losing cause. Walker, nearly as good as Mellor, had precisely the same experience at 145# losing a 2-1 bout to eventual third place winner Gulbrandsen. This year Walker has been undefeated at 152# while Mellor was a loser at Medina in the 160# final to the excellent Joe Chandler. There is good depth at this district with state qualifier Bessen, the excellent Larrison, Gable, and Shannon Smith. With five openings there is plenty of opportunity for everyone, but the competition here will be much tougher than anywhere else. Other possibilities are Watkins, DeWald, McWilliams (Gahanna Lincoln); and Sancraint (Rogers).

While the two top-rated 152's reside in the Columbus area the two next best will exit the Centerville district. In fact it would be no huge surprise if this duo ended up as finalists instead of Mellor and Walker. Davis, the senior, is already a two-time state qualifier who has lost two first round heartbreakers at the state level and been eliminated each time. This year he has been very successful up two classes losing only twice by very narrow margins to Walker (10-7) and Division II. Wallace (10-8 ot). He will be a very tough competitor for my top twosome. The junior Sellet should also be a dominant figure at Centerville. He won relatively easily at the SWOCA and had little trouble at Fairfield, as well. A state qualifier last year he lost two very tight bouts and made my list as a possible champ by his senior year - but with this field he could accomplish it a year earlier. The rest of the Centerville group is pretty much in disarray with movement down from 160# intermixed with those remaining at 152#. I think you'll want to draw into the last three qualifiers at Wright State.
Mahone is undefeated against Ohio competitors. Brown seems to have been battling the injury bug, but if healthy, should be competitive with anyone here. He had a tough draw at Wright State - losing to eventual champ Harris and the powerful LeBeau sandwiched around his only victory. I've listed Chandler, Fair, Peacock, and Mcintire, but I could have almost as easily mentioned Starkey (Mentor), Dominick (Euclid), Oster (Westlake), or Overman (Maple Hts.). Chandler, a move in from Purcell, has the strength and speed to do well here.

State qualifier Neopolitan heads a relatively weak Perry District. He took the district title despite seven regular season losses, including a win over eventual fourth place finisher Hoover, and then won one out of three hard-fought state bouts. This year he failed to place at the Ironman and was third at Kenston losing to Shanklin. Chandler has missed a substantial part of the year, but he did triumph at Massillon Perry. He is up three weight classes and may be stronger there since he seemed to run down a little at the end of last year. Gerbino, Friedman, Holtz, and Watters will all push him as they vie for the two qualifying spots behind Neapolitan.

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOE CHANDLER (MASSILLON PERRY) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Hrovat (St. Edward)

3. Maher (Pickerington)

4. Copeland (Massillon Jackson)

5. Witt (Sidney)

6. Mumin (Warrensville Hts.)

7. Fadel (Cleveland Hts.)

8. Young (Centerville)

9. Boston (Gahanna Lincoln)

10. Wagers (Harrison)

11. Bell (Moeller)

12. Copper (Waite)

13. Gay (Waite)

14. Tomaszewski (Tiffin Columbian)

15. Osolin (Eastlake North)

16. Greenleaf (Stow)

17. Carraher (St. Xavier)

18. Thompson (Barberton)

19. Perry (Holland Springfield)

20. Schwaberon (Akron Springfield)

21. Stepanovich (Berea)

22. Dusseau (Upper Arlington)

23. McGoun (Medina)

24. McGreger (Manfield Madison)

25. Tepley (Garfield Hts.)

26. Bias (Rogers)

27. Ebersole (Whitmer)

This is another fine weight class that should feature excellent competition and should also be a harbinger of the future as two of my top three choices are juniors. There is also a nice mix of styles with strength, speed, takedown artistry, and mat skills all plainly evident. As I said earlier I anticipated some of this group moving to the far easier 152# class, but only Mellor made that change so the action should be exceptional starting with the quarter-finals.

Still despite the depth of competition I think it's likely to come down to a three way struggle that was foreshadowed when all three competed at Medina. The winner there and my choice today is the only senior in the top trio Joe Chandler. Already a two-time state qualifier -- he was fourth at 145# two years ago - Chandler won at Medina principally because of his excellence on his feet. He dominated both Root and Mellor from the neutral position, and apparently has done the same all this year. However, Chandler will not be either the biggest or strongest 160 pounder at Wright State. Hrovat had ten losses entering the state tourney, but he wrestled brilliantly-aided by a wonderful pairing -- and reached the final before being pinned by Heskett again. He was the only wrestler to extend Heskett into the third period during his streak of 11 straight falls in the tourney process. This year he was third at Medina (losing to Mellor), but defeating Root 9-3 in the consolations. He was second at the lronman and was one of the few Ed's wrestlers to win all three of his bouts in Pennsylvania. Initially espected Richie Root to wrestle at this since he competed here at Mentor and also certified at 160#. Apparently, though, the weight was just too enernating and he has moved up to 171#.
Chandler and state qualifier Copeland should stand head and shoulders above the rest of the Perry district. Both are good on their feet and Copeland is particularly quick. Behind this group are a pool of 160's who have been trading wins over the past few weeks. Greenleaf, Thompson, Schwaberow, and McGoun will all be vying for only one spot so the bracketing could well be crucial. A sectional title could help lubricate the qualification process for the top contenders. .

Mentor has a strong array of 160's headed by state runner-up Hrovat. Fadel was an easy winner at both Solon and Brecksville and he has crafted an excellent senior year for himself. His only loss that I've recorded was to his close rival Sulieman Mumin. Sulieman the Great was arguably the greatest of the Ottoman emperors with battlefield skills that took him all the way to the walls of Vienna. This Sulieman also has developed into an excellent combatant with real state placement hopes. Mumin was the champ at Kenston and nipped Fadel 6-3 in their dual meet. These two have the inside shot at the two spots after Hrovat, but Osolin, Stepanovich, and Tepley all have district experience. Osolin was fourth at Solon dropping an 8-2 decision to Copeland, and was second at Kenston losing only to Becks. Stepanovich, now a junior was impressive at last year's district battling the favored Porowski deep into overtime. He is 15-2 currently.

The Centerville district also has a crowded field, but with five state berths up for grabs the margin for error is a little wider. State qualifier Witt now looks like the best since Roots move to 171#, but Young, Wagers, and Bell are all experienced warriors. Bell missed state qualification in an overtime loss in his go-to-state bout while Young and Wagers also needed just one more win to qualify. This is a powerful quartet, but the two sophomores Gay and Carraher cannot be overlooked. The first is an exceptional athlete who needs to gain in consistency while the latter has shown good improvement. It will be a real battle here. .

The weakest group of participants will probably come from the Rogers district. Maher was a state qualifier at 171 # last year and this big junior is very good. He was runner-up at Medina -- including a 3-2 win over Kinley -- but Martin totally dominated him in the finals taking him down four times in a 9-2 bout. Boston has come on strong in the Columbus area, but is a clear step below Maher. The rest of this group will struggle at the state level -- if they can get that far. Cooper had two chances to qualify, but a 11-9 loss shut the door the first time and he got hammered in the fifth place bout. He has struggled this year, however, and Tomaszewski, Perry, and Dusseamuay have passed him. Tomaszewski won again at Tiffin and has put together an impressive year. Last year, however, he lost his two district bouts by a combined 20-0 score. With such a crowded field close early round bouts can be anticipated and an early mis-step could spell disaster.

171#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BO JAMES (AKRON SPRINGFIELD) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Martin (Beavercreek)

3. Sletvold (Fitch)

4. Root (West Chester Lakota)

5. Heard (Princeton)

6. Kinley (St. Edward)

7. Noggle (Turpin) F

8. Abrams (Lebanon)

9. Dobies (Garfield Hts.)

10. Franke (Clay)

11. Barry (Lakewood)

12. Roller (Alliance)

13. Lammers (Wayne)

14. P. Porowski (North Ridgeville)

15. Grover (Vvhitmdr)

16. Urdzik (Brecksville)

17. Kapostka (Centerville)

18. Kozma (North Royalton) 

19. Cooper (Mt. Vernon)

20. Hohlbein (Toledo St. Francis) 

21. Locsei (Mentor)

22. Barton (Grahamn Lincoln) 

23. Schaefer (Medina)

24. Freson(Roger Bacoh)

25. Korte (Celina)

26. Padial (Glen Este)

27. Akenberger (Bowsher)

My view at 160# was that it was likely to be a three way struggle with a strong pool of possible contenders somewhat in the background. At this weight class that type of environment has been taken to an extreme case. Here, it is difficult to imagine anyone but one of my top four choices capturing the title. The pertinent question is, of course, which one. In fact any of the four could win since all are eminently qualified to be a state champ, and, in truth, it's a bit of shame that only one will reach that summit.

James is already a two-time state qualifier - winning two bouts as a sophomore, but failing to place, and then last year losing only to state champion Salmon in the semi-finals and winning the other four bouts handily to finish third. This year he is undefeated with wins at Firestone, Brecksville, and North Canton and as far as I can tell not really been pushed. I saw him at Brecksville and he was quick and strong, and powerful whipping a very good Jim Burger 9-0 in the finals. An all-state football player he has marvelous talent.

Martin looked very strong at Medina. He was relentless in his semi-final bout with my Division III choice Chevalier finally winning in overtime and then crushed Maher in the finals. His takedown technique is so good that he is difficult to defense. He is a two-time state qualifier at 189#, but looks much sharper at 171#. Since James and Sletuoid exit from the same district, Martin will have to beat both to take the title.

Sletuoid is the only one I haven't seen this year, but this record speaks for itself. A first-time state qualifier at 160# last year he lost a 2-1 first round battle then won four consecutive consolation bouts to capture a third place. He has missed some competition, but when he's wrestled he's been unbeatable nailing Copeland, for example, with a 17-7 loss. He was devastating at Alliance pounding everybody including a technical fall in the finals.

Now that Root seems firmly entrenched at 171#, he will be a force to be reckoned with. Root's only losses were qt Medina, and he apparently was not feeling well that day. Root was fifth last year at 160# after being upset in the quarter-finals. He cannot be counted out here and could easily win it all. However, he may be nursing an injury. I found it strange that he did not compete at the St. Ed's quad.

WIth Sletuoid and James at Perry only one unaccounted berth for Wright State exists. There would seem to be four potential contenders -- Roller, Urdzick, Kozma, and Schaefer -- and it should be very close. Since Sletuoid and James exit the same sectional they should be in opposite half brackets creating no advantage for anyone. Small twists of fate could loom large here. Urdzik is certainly well aware of such circumstances. Last year at the Mentor district he met Matt Fillo in a first round consolation bout. The bout ended 1-1 in regulation time and in the overtime Urdzik appeared to just about everyone but the referee to have the winning takedown. It was not to be and 30 seconds later Fillo won the bout. He then won two more consolation bouts to qualify, and at Wright State won three more bouts to finish second.

At Mentor it should be a four-way tussle for the three qualifying spots although an upset is clearly not out of the question. Kinley won the Ironman and finished a default sixth at Medina -- losing a close 3-2 bout to Maher and an equally tight 3-1 struggle to Chevalier. Only a junior he has had recent injuries, but if healthy should prosper at this district and could be in line for a low state place. Dobies and Barry are my choices for the other two spots with Porowski a very real possibility. Dobies, a , Benedictine transfer, is 14-1 with an impressive win at Wadsworth. His only loss was a first week 10-5 decision to Urdzik. Barry has won several small tourneys but has missed the last few weeks of action. He beat Porowski 17-7 at Berea.

Martin and Root head a brutally tough Centerville district. All five of their qualifiers should be outstanding. Heard and Noggle are returning state qualifiers with a wealth of experience and talent. Heard won two state bouts last year as a sophomore losing only to state champ Greenspan and Sletuoid. He lost a narrow 9-7 bout to Abrams at the SWOCA this year but came back to win the Fairfield. Noggle wrestles a low-stress schedule, but this former state qualifier continues to improve. He's undefeated this year and his 16-3 win over Padial at Sycamore confirms his fitness. Abrams and Lammers are both excellent although neither can match up with Martin or Root. Kapustka, Freson and Padial are other possibilities with Wheeler (Sidney) and Wells (Mason), a winner over Heard, waiting in the wings.

The Rogers District is crowded but not very strong. Whichever five qualify will struggle against competitors from the three other districts. I've listed seven possibilities although only Grover is in my top dozen and there are probably another three or four possibilities like Roseland (Pickerington). So while it will be a tight interesting competition at Rogers it is unlikely to be very meaningful at the state level. 
189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JAMES VANNI (GARFIELD HTS.) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Cox (Ashland)

3. Alberry (Gahanna Lincoln) 

4. Balsberry (East Liverpool) 

5. Willis (Warrensville Hts.) 

6. Carney (Rogers)

7. Baker (Massillon Perry) 

8. Peed (Miamisburg)

9. VVatson (Defiance)

10. Kusmirek (Brecksville) 

11. Lenix (Whitmer)

12. Scislo (Brunswick) 

13. Matiyow (Lebanon)

14. Duncan (West Carrollton) 

15. Delguyd (Mayfield)

16. McCaffrey (Glen Este) 

17. Smith (Princeton)

18. N. Porowski (North Ridgeville) 

19. Ware (Wapakoneta)

20. Good (Kent Roosevelt)

21. Perry (Turpin)

22. Davis (Madison)

23. Rappach (Mason)

24. Reed (Westland)

25. Mosser (Fremont Ross)

It's amazing how life can complicate what seems like simple issues. Last spring when I heard that two time state champ Jeff Knupp was likely to drop to 189#, it seemed to make 189# a very forecastable weight class. Knupp would be an easy choice in Division I and Zerkle equally straightforward in Division II. Then in the Fall, when it became clear that Walsh was a Division II school, harsh reality set in. Now there was no obvious, or even semi-obvious, choice in Division I and suddenly there were two very viable choices in Division II. No question the state had hit once again on a way to lower, even more, my overall percentage.

Actually with both Knupp and Zerkle now both Division II competitors this weight class looks a little anemic. Only two returning state qualifiers are present and none that have state placement credentials. In other words this is a very wide open competition.

I am going with two-time state qualifier Vanni despite the fact that his only loss this year was to the #2 rate Clell Cox. Somehow that 5-3 score at the Wadsworth final is just not indicative of what is likely to happen in March. Beating a quality competitor twice is never easy and I think that next time Vanni will win. He can wrestle under pressure. Last year at Mentor he defeated Sveda 6-5 in the go-to-state bout that reversed an earlier defeat at the sectional level. Vanni then won two state bouts losing to state champ Salmon and Greenspan. This year he has been dominant excepting, of course, the loss to Cox.

Mentor also should send the undefeated Willis who missed state qualification in Division II last year. His big win this year was over state placer Corrigan in the finals at Kenston. The third spot should be wide-open. Delguyd was an impressive third at both Solon and Kenston and may have the inside track. Porowski should also contend with Davis, Zitnik (St. Edward), Szilagyi (St. Edward) and Kasnik (Midpark) as possibilities.

Cox missed much of last year, but when he did return he was excellent -winning his sectional title and then defeating three opponents before forfeiting his district title opportunity. He lost twice at Wright State garnering only a single escape point. This year he has built on last year's success winning at Wadsworth (over Vanni) and the Gorman over state Division III placer Hinton. Right behind himis the Columbus star Alberry who won 32 bouts last year and looks to easily top that in 1997. He had little trouble winning at Marion Harding or Hilliard and has possible finalist talent. Carney leads the Toledo delegation with Lenix close behind. Watch for Watson who seems to be improving rapidly and lost by a single point to Carney in December. Besides those listed Thomas (Mt. Vernon) and Cole (Dublin Coffman) are other possibilities.

It's an uncharacteristically weak group at Perry. State alternate Salsberry has moved down from 215# and the big sophomore should qualify this time. Last year he lost a 6-5 double overtime bout for the third and last qualifying spot in this district. Scisclo and Kusmirek are tough journeyman competitors who grind out a lot of victories, but Baker may have moved ahead of them. He looked very good at Medina. Good and Weppler (Marietta) are long shots.

It's also a weak group at Centerville. There are not really five state caliber wrestlers at this class so there is rampant opportunity. I've listed the best seven I could determine, but I'm sure that there are several others, not named, with equal ability. Peed would seem to be the best candidate, but the uncertainty is such that he is not guaranteed of qualifying.

215

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ED LYNCH (HOLY NAME) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Faunda (Fitch)

3. Graham (Westerville South)

4. Wortman (Mason) 

5. Black (Princeton)

6. Hensley (Anderson) 

7. Critzer (Miamisburg)

8. Fraley/Orlando (Upper Arlington) 

9. Fondran (Brecksville)

10. McArthur (Mentor)

11. Ciesinski (Sylvania Northview) 

12. Gerber (New Philadelphia)

13. Gondek (St. Edward)

14. Evans (Dublin Coffman)

15. Stachowitz (Garfield Hts.)

16. Orozco (Whitmer)

17. Limming (Gahana Lincoln)

18. Radcliff (North Canton)

19. WIlliams (Mansfield)

20. Duckworth (Bedford)

21. Lenix (Toledo Central Catholic)

22. Cronin (Moeller)

23. Jackson (Warrensville Hts.) 

24. Lehman (Oakhills)

25. Gates (Thomas Worthington)

Defending state champion Ed Lynch moves up to 215# this year and will be a heavy favorite to win again. Last year a lot of things went just right for Lynch including an amazing semi-final comeback that saw him erase an 8-2 deficit with a fall only nine seconds from the end of the contest. Then, of course, the most controversial call in a number of years that cemented his 3-2 win over Zach Thompson and yet take nothing away from Lynch. He did after all have a 26-1 record with 22 falls and he did a great job of staying close to the heavily favored Thompson until he got the key takedown.

This year he has been in some ways even more devastating with a bushel load of first period falls. At Solon he was absolutely dominating - ending with a technical fall win over Division II state placer Fafrak. However, the excellent Mathisen exposed a possible conditioning issue when he pushed Lynch into the third period and ended up with an 11-6 upset victory. I suspect that was a wake-up call for Lynch and the Holy Name coaching staff, and that Lynch will be properly prepared, once again, at tourney time. Not a heartening thought for the rest of this field.

I think the only contenders who might make it close with Lynch are Faunda and Graham. A cut down heavyweight Faunda will be a little bigger than Lynch, and he can score early and late. He took the title at Wadsworth winning his last three bouts against good competition by scores of 24-9, 23-8, and 23-8. He'll push Lynch hoping to score heavily at the end, and his solid takedown work might be effective. Fondran is probably second-best to Faunda at the Perry District, but he will not be anywhere near a threat to Lynch. He won two district bouts last year, but muffed his Brecksville title shot when he was pinned when ahead 7-0. Gerber or Radcliff are probably the best candidates for the third qualifying seat.

Lynch should have little trouble at Mentor. McArthur is probably second best, but he will not match up well with Lynch. McArthur won three district bouts last year at 189# - two of them over Auvil and Duckworth by 1-0 scores. Gondek, Stachowitz, and the aforementioned Duckworth are all possible qualifiers as well. Both Gondek and Stachowitz have had physical problems this year, so their readiness could be in question. Jackson is really a 189 pounder up a weight because of Willis while Auvil (Westlake) and Cooper (Strongsville) are other possibilities.

The Centerville district has the best all-around top-to-bottom depth at this class. The very athletic Wortman was only fourth at the SWOCA, but he had just returned from playoff football. He was an impressive second at Medina. State qualifier Black won at Fairfield but was second to Wortman at St. Xavier and second at the SWOCA. Twice a state qualifier he drew two-time champ Knupp in the first round in 1995 and state runner-up Tackett in the first round last year. Clearly he needs to work on his bracketing skills. State qualifier Critzer also returns and he was the victim in an overtime Medina semi-final that could have sent into the finals. State qualifier Hensley beat Critzer in the consolation finals at Centerville last year, but neither could capture a victory at Wright State. That's a powerful quartet with the fifth spot wide open.

As is often the case, the geographically diverse Rogers District is difficult to evaluate. Graham was unable to compete the last six weeks of 1996 so his tourney credentials are absent. However, based on his regular season efforts he is a threat for a low to medium state place. Clearly is mammoth effort to take Sveda into overtime at Alliance has to be an enormous boost to his confidence. There is absolutely no question that if he can wrestle with Sveda he can go with anybody in the state. The question is whether that will be the apex of his season of whether he can build on it. Fraley has been exceptional at heavyweight this year but at 220# he'll not match up well with the Jones, Orsksy, and Brown competitors here. He was thus certified at 215# and should be a factor here. The Northwest district contingent has substantial district experience but no state qualifications. Orozco, Lenix, and Ciesinski are all solid performers, but Ware may be a "sleeper" here. Limming is another cut down heavyweight with good possibilities here. Still, the five qualifiers will probably not garner more than one state place.

HVY.

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BOB JONES (WADSWORTH)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Orsky (St. Edward)

3. Brown (Patterson)

4. Dardzinski (Garfield Hts.)
5. Bailey (Princeton)

6. Edwards (Toledo St. John)

7. Kobus (Geneva)

8. Smiith (Stebbins)
9. DunciI(Fairfield)
10. Leeper (Scott) 
11. Bilins (Dublin)

12. Jones (Columbus Independence) 
13. Smith (Alliance)

14. McMickle (Shaker Hts.)

15. Catanzaro (Elder)
16. Hawk (Elida)

17. Swetter (Brunswick)

18. Rayburn (Hilliard)

19. Duncan rNest Carrollton)

20. Deaton (Eastlake North)

21. Cox (Libbey)

22. Kennedy (Cincinnati Northwest) 
23. Davie (Perrysburg)

24. Quay (Sycamore)
25. Leskovan (Riverside)

26. Salvino (Massillon)

Its been nearly thirty years since we have had a repeat champion at Heavyweight in the large school division. The last wrestler to accomplish that feat was the great Greg Wojciehowski from Toledo Whitmer in 1967 and 1968. And he went on to a brilliant collegiate and free-style career. Dave Harrow won in 1971 but had the misfortune to meet Mark Totten in 1972 who was having a sensational season pinning 11 of his 12 tourney foes. Totten in 1973 fell prey to injuries and could not repeat either. Vaughn Broadnax, later an Ohio State star fullback, came close. In 1979 he had a huge early lead on Jeff Golz, but could not maintain the torrid third period pace and dropped a 10-9 decision. He then took the title in 1980. And, finally the closest of all was Keith Cameron who won in 1984, but then lost a titanic 11-10 thriller to Mike Sullivan in the 1985 finals. Now in 1997 Bob Jones has the opportunity to match Wojciechowski's feat if he can defeat an outstanding field at Heavyweight.

Last year, on the very bad advice of a learned and distinguished college coach, I backed away from Jones, my original choice, and went in a different direction. Had I not done so I would have had a string of six straight correct forecasts at this weight class. As it is, my first or second choice has won the last eight years.

Jones is a sensational athlete. You could see that during his sophomore year at 215# where he moved with speed and ferocity. Then last season he missed the first half of the year with a knee injury and returned a little rusty and a little tentative. However by March he was in high gear and really had no close bouts either at Districts or State and pinned Orsky in the finals. An outstanding tight end he has already signed at Penn State so this may be his swan song to the sport. He is undefeated this year, and has pretty much had things his own way. In a normal year he would be a prohibitive favorite, but this is an inordinately strong field and he will not win unchallenged.

The Mentor District is dominated by two excellent heavyweights. Orsky was the losing finalist last year with a 31-8 record and tremendous improvement in the second half of the season. He, too, is undefeated with victories at the Ironman and Medina and wins over Division II champ Kelley and Brown (both in overtime). His bout with Dardzinski was inconclusive because of a freak disqualification. Dardzinski, my pick last year, has missed much of the season with injuries. However, he was 29-2 last year until consecutive district losses eliminated him. He will challenge any in this group. The rest of the Mentor District is very weak.

The Centerville District is strong. State qualifier Brown is very good, and with better conditioning would have beaten Orsky at Medina. He let an early lead evaporate because of fatigue. Other than that this University of Virginia signee matches up well with anyone and could easily win the title. Last year, though, Jones pinned him in the quarter finals. Bailey was a state semi-finalist last year before getting caught by Orsky in the semi-finals and eventually finishing fourth. He is currently 15-0 with 11 falls this year but has not faced quite the level of competition as some of the others. He beat Brown 3-1 in the district finals last year, but I'm not sure he can do it again. However, at 275#, he does have almost a 40 pound weight advantage over him. Smith wrestles a low-key schedule, but he is also excellent. At last year's district he lost in the semi-finals to Baily, 7-0, and I’m not sure whether he and Brown met last year. Catanzaro and Duncil are my choices for the last two berths and they’ll be a tough draw for some district first-placer in the first round.  Duncil was the Kenston champ while Catanzaro missed staste qualification by two points last year.  Kennedy, Duncan and Quay may not be quite good enough to qualify with Strassell (Harrison) and Wilson (Winton Woods) other contenders.

Jones clearly stands out at Perry. State qualifier (Division II) Kobus and Smith are powerful performers, but neither should really challenge Jones.  Smith, for example, dropped an 8-1 decision to him last year.  Kobus did win a State bout last year but has already lost four times this year.  Swetter and the mammoth Salvino are other possibilities, but I wouldn’t be surprised to see unknown take a qualifying berth.
A recurrent theme has been confusing and disarray at Rogers and the last weight class is no exception.  Two state qualifiers, Edwards and Leeper return, and it is Edwards who has fashioned an outstanding 1996-1997 season. He is run roughshod over most competition winning the GMVWA, the CIT, and the St. Johns in impressive fashion. Included in this streak was an overtime win over defending Division II champ John Kelley. Leeper is well behind Edwards as witnessed by his 15-2 loss in the district finals. However, he is very big and dangerous and should qualify again. Bilins would appear to be the best in the Columbus area, while Hawk is returning after a long injury layoff. Besides those listed also watch for Pagnard (Tiffin Columbian), Dart (Clay), Householder (Findlay), and Meilstrup (Gahanna Lincoln).

DIVISION I

TEAMS

1. St. Edward -- As soon as it became common knowledge that Walsh would move to Division II, St. Edward became the immediate and overwhelming favorite to take the team title. After all they returned two state champs (one from Nevada) and three state runners-up plus a host of excellent new talent. Now, almost two-thirds into the season they remain the favorite, but, perhaps, by a dimishing amount. It will be a real blow if Kulczycki cannot compete, and although that reduces their margin of error they have enough team depth to cover it. However they need the three freshmen at the lowest weights to contribute and for people like Kinley, Gondek, and Fair to chip in. That the Mentor District is the weakest in history should help get some extra people to Wright State. A thought for next year -- nine of their first eleven starters return in 1997-98.

2. Pickerington -- This is a school that has become one of the finest public school programs in the state, and they keep getting better. With their four outstanding middleweights they have a solid foundation of points, and should St. Edward stumble badly somewhere along the line it could still be a dogfight. If they could get some help between 119# and 130# and should Brown or Dysart get hot at 145# it could really get interesting.

3. Massillon Perry -- Perry is another great long term public school program that has placed in the top ten for the past five years. Chandler and McBurney are my favorites at 160# and 103# respectively. They have good depth with Baker, M. Chandler, Gulley, Fitch, and Williamson, but it's questionable whether many of this quintet can survive the rigors of their district.

4. Nordonia -- They were the last public high school to win the big school title exactly twenty years ago. They have outstanding middleweights with the lacaboni twins, Billow, Lange, and Moccia. The problem is there isn't much help anywhere else, though, in theory Artino or Vilt might help. They won the title in 1997 scoring 58 1/2 points. They could equal that this year.

5. Akron Springfield -- This is a program clearly on the rise that has developed a steady stream of excellent performers. Their big gun Bo James is my favorite at 171 #, but now that Root is there it may be the toughest weight class in Division I. Hoover and Dies also look like placers, but they need the very capable Saley, Grvic, and Schwaberow to contribute. If everything went right they could finish 3rd.

6. Marion Harding -- A team that has two state champions should immediately score at the 50 point level. The question for Marion Harding is who scores in addition to Ratliff and Felty. Their best hopes are McCreary, the two Smiths, and Murphy, but those are pretty much low probablity events.

7. Garfield Hts. --Basically, Garfield Hts. looks to score big with Vanni and Dardzinski to reach the Top Ten. After that it's a roll of the dice as to whether Dobies, Patyk, Tepley, or the Stachowitz boys can ease through the 'district to score at Wright State. If one of the two stars fail they're immediately doomed, but if that second quintet contains some state scorers they could move up quickly.

8. Wadsworth -- This is a great dual meet team that can also score at the state level. Jones is the superstar heavyweight, but they could get state help from either Kallai, McCreary, Paisz, Kaufman, or Jewell. It's a long list of possibilities some of which seem sure to payoff.

9. Oakhills -- This is a Southwest District team that packs some punch. Wilcox should be a finalist while state qualifiers Brennan and Roche have past, solid experience. The big question is who else can contribute, though five qualifiers at each weight class certainly provides more chances.

10. Harrison -- Wandsnider and Sellet are a great one-two punch worth, maybe, 40 points. In addition, they may have the team depth to take advantage of the new qualifiying numbers. People like Kurtz, Burch, Wilson, and Strassei all could be helpers. The secret weapon, though, is Wagers who could push them into the top five category.

11. Fitch -- It's pretty much a two-man team, but Sletvold and Faunda are potential' finalists. After that only Zmith or Daisher can probably help - and, that is, perhaps, a stretch for both. .'

12. Fairfield - This is a team with no particular stars but a boatload of potential. I've felt for several years that Shanklin and Wahoff should become stars, and, maybe, this is the year it will happen. Lindberg and Roy both have state experience while Lanier, Padgett, and Quncil all could help. If they peak at the right time they'll zoom up half a dozen places.

Division I

Page 1

