1997 High School Wrestling

Forecast 26th Annual Edition


DIVISION II

103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SHAWN ADKINS (COVENTRY) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Simmons (Lake Catholic)

3. Toukonen (Claymont)

4. Hayes (Ravenna)

5. Shutty (Padua) 
6. Hickman (Alter)

7. Hodermarsky (Olmsted Falls) 
8. Brock (Taylor)

9. Robbins (Olentangy)

10. Taylor (Carrollton)

11. Sibbio (Copley)

12. Mathews (Marion Franklin) 
13. Dunfee (Ravenna Southeast)

14. DiSalvo (Carroll)

15. Worley (Big Walnut)

16. Blankenship (Bucyrus) 
17. Ongalibong (River Valley) 
18. Faulkner (Clyde)

19. White (West Holmes) 
20. Moore (Wauseon)

21. Rogers (Purcell)

22. Smith (Cambridge)
23. Blair (Indian Lake)

24. Sustik (Buckeye Local)
25. Rooney (Walsh Jesuit)

Defending state champion Shawn Adkins is clearly the best 103-pounder in the state no matter what division is discussed. In most cases it's like watching a man wrestle a boy when he competes. Last year his two bouts with Holmes (in the district and state finals) were classic confrontations that will long be remembered. This year he had four falls at Wadsworth in a combined 3:26 and at the Dies had four falls and a ten point major decision against some of the toughest competitors in the state. The only way Adkins can lose is if he somehow mis-manages the tough cut he must make to wrestle at this class. Absent that or some other catastrophic misfortune he should win easily.

As we'll discuss at virtually every weight class in Division II, the Firestone District is absolutely loaded. Behind Adkins is last year's third place state finisher Ryan Simmons. Simmons was brilliant at Wright State coming from a fourth place district finish to win four hard fought bouts and losing only to Adkins, 8-2. This year he's won at the CIT and Kenston and his only loss was a 6-5 thriller to Division I Lenhard. Like Adkins weight management will be critical. Shutty twice had bouts to reach Wright State last year, but lost both and finished sixth -- one place from a state ticket. He has battled injuries this year but his only loss was by disqualification to Simmons at the CIT final. Hayes is a very big 1 03-pounder (is that an oxymoron?) who has wrestled a robust schedule which includes runner-up finishes at Solon and Medina. He was 12-1 last year, but didn't compete at tourney time when former state champ Holmes dropped to 103# to battle Adkins. He can dominate smaller 103's with his strength as he did in beating Lenhard 3-0 in a bout that had its share of controversial calls. This is an excellent quartet of all of whom should place. Right behind them is a second quartet of solid performers who will battle for the fifth qualifying spot or hope to hit a big upset of one of the top group. The best of this group is, probably, Hodermarsky who has won at Mansfield Madison and was second at Kenston to Simmons. Sibbio and Dunfee are both solid performers with the former good in down tempo low scoring bouts and the latter a very strong 103-pounder. Dunfee lost to Shutty 5-2 in last year's district. There is plenty talent even beyond this. The fast improving Brooks and Sell are poised to hop into the fray. It's a dynamite field -- nearly as deep as the likely state group.

Toukonen has been a 112# most of the year, but he will be a 103-pounder to reckon with. He defeated my Division I choice McBurney to win at Alliance, and he could be a finalist with the right pairings. He has previous state experience, and, again, the weight cut will be tough. However, based on his Medina results at 112# this is his best chance to do well. State qualifier Taylor is next best to Toukonen at this district, but, competitively, they're not close. Last year Toukonen pinned him at the district level. The remainder of the 103# field is weak with little to recommend it. I've listed three others -- White, Smith and Sustik -- but Moon (Hillsboro), Dettwiller (McClain) and Blackcloud (Dover) are other possibilities.

Hickman and Brock both won three district bouts last year, but fell short of state qualification. This season they should clearly dominate the Wilimgton District with Hickman, perhaps, a shade better. My only read on that is a Hickman sectional win last - year. DiSalvo is my favorite to capture the critical third spot with Rogers and Houghton probably falling just short. Hickman dominated DiSalvo at the Patriot Invitational 10-4 to provide some perspective on the separation between the top duo and the rest of the field. Volkerding (Carroll) and Houghton (North ridge) are other possibilities.

The assembled cast at Marion will not be particularly strong. Part of the reason is that the Northwest Division \I District is, overall, weaker than it has been for some time. While there are still many outstanding wrestlers emerging from that area the incredible depth we've seen in the past is absent. At 103#, most of the best performers should come from the Central District Sectionals with Mathews, Worley, Robbins, and Ongalibong at the forefront. My belief is that at best, one of whichever five qualify will have an opportunity for state placement. 

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JIMMY HOLMES (RAVENNA) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Tompkins (Coventry)

3. Tomaso (Chardon)

4. Ball (Watkins Memorial) 
5. Creech (Milton Union) 
6. Leng (Highland)

7. Ream (Springfield NW)
8. Bigelow (Buckeye Local) 
9. Costa (West Branch) 
10. Falk (Orrville)

11. Daugherty (Walsh Jesuit) 
12. Quick (Perkins)

13. Mihalko (Twinsburg) 
14. Thompson (Bethel Tate)

15. Jennings (Clyde)

16. Vaill (Norton)

17. Casheil/German (Vermillion) 
18. Ray (Hamilton Ross)

19. Abbuhl (Claymont)

20. Albert (Carlisle)

21. Ritter (Wauseon)

22. Streng (Marysville)
23. Carder (Maysville)

24. Hickman (Beaver Local) 
25. Kemble (Ravenna Southeast) 
26. Horne (Hillsboro)

27. Kreischer (Van Wert)

This is a very deep weight class -- incredibly so at the Firestone District -- but I think it's likely to come down to two old rivals battling for one last time for a state title. Two years ago Holmes and Tompkins met for the 103# state crown with Holmes working all his leg magic to win a 14-11 decision. Their paths diverged last year with Holmes staying at 103# and losing a whirlwind, controversial state final to Adkins in overtime while Tompkins at the murderous 112# class lost in the state semi-finals to eventual champ Sessley and fell to sixth.

They have not met since their state title bout so direct analysis is difficult. Comparative scores also give wildly fluctuating results. For example, Mark Jayne defeated Holmes, 13-6, while Tompkins defeated Jayne, 15-0. Other factors have to be involved for such a strange happenstance. Holmes missed the Solon tourney and was third at the Medina after his second round loss to Jayne. Since the holidays he has reverted to his usual crushing self including a dominating win at the Western Reserve. Tompkins also missed the early season, but won at Wadsworth (in a narrow 9-8 win over Falk), was third at Doylestown (losing to Leng) and then dominated at Firestone (smashing Leng in the finals). I've noticed that Tompkins consistently does better the second time he faces a wrestler and he'll meet Holmes at both the district and state level. Holmes has wrestled a Coventry opponent in both the district and state finals the last two years. I think it will happen again in 1997.

Last year the Division 11,112# weight class was one of the strongest and' deepest of all 42 contested, and that is again true this year. That is particularly evident at Firestone which has an incredible group of athletes competing for five state berths. Some sectionals have as many as six "state capable" wrestlers - meaning two won't even reach the district level. Ten of my top twenty-five choice compete at this district with at least three other quality wrestlers of note not even rated. Let's briefly review the crew here. State qualifier Tomaso reached the 103# state semi-finals last year before ending up sixth. He is currently 17-1 with his only loss at Kenston. He has big wins over Skoch, Pfaff, and Mihalko. Leng is a flashy wrestler who can either be very good or just mediocre. He defeated Fazio in winning at Doylestown, and was a strong second at Firestone -- defeating Vaill and Saley, but losing to Tompkins. State qualifier Costa returns at this same weight, but will be severely challenged to replicate his last year's effort. He has not wrestled the rigorous schedule of the others but did take the Brunswick title. Falk is something of an enigma. He can wrestle with the very best on some days, but at other times he is only ordinary. He has lost by one point to Kemble and Tompkins, and has won two smaller tourneys. He has major upset potential. Daughtery has missed much of the year for Walsh, but was a Division I state qualifier out of Mentor last year. He was seventh at Alliance. Mihalko was second at Solon and Hudson, fourth and Kenston, and fifth at Western Reserve. He is a steady competitor who could outlast some of the field. Vaill has been either startlingly good (second at Medina) or rather ordinary (failed to place at Solon and fifth at Firestone). Which one will show up at Districts is yet to be determined. Kemble is a very rugged competitor who won at Smithville and was third at Firestone. That still leaves the excellent Caruso (University School), the oft-injured Miller (Lake Catholic), and Pfaff (Olmsted Falls) to be evaluated. Six of my top sixteen wrestlers compete at the Copley Sectional creating a real log jam early in the tourney process. Tomaso will get a real break coming out of the always easier Ashtabula Sectional; and should get a good pairing as champ.

No other district can match Firestone at this weight class, but there are some other outstanding individuals. For example, at Marion state qualifier Ball, who was out-scored 24-3 in his two state bouts last year returns, and he has made real progress since then. He was third at Alliance, and a semi-finalist and fifth at Medina. He is probably the best candidate for state placement at Marion. Quick is tall and unorthodox but a steady winner. He was first at Galion and Tiffin, and third at Toledo S1. John. The rest of the field is not particularly strong although Jennings - now at 112# -- won at Clyde and upset Quick at the SBC duals. Division III choice Opfer defeated them both handily, there. A long shot possibility might be Cooper (Bucyrus).

Bigelow is a first year varsity wrestler for Buckeye Local, but he looks like the class of the Steubenville District. At Medina he pinned Toukonen on his way to the semi-finals and ended up fourth -- losing to Holmes, 6-2, in the consolation finals. He was second to West Virginia state champ Stanley (by 7-4) at the Kiwanis and won easily at Buckeye Local. Abbuhl, Carder, and Hickman are the top candidates for the last two berths. Drawing away from Bigelow will be a plus here and Hickman should have that advantage.

It's a very strong cast of participants that will be found at Wilmington. Both Ream and Creech are multi-state qualifiers while Thompson went last year. Ream is not an overpowering wrestler but he was fourth at 103# two years ago and won two state bouts at 112# last year. He'll be a real danger to all but the very top boys. This year 14-2 with wins at London and Graham. Creech defeated Ream 7-1 at Graham to move ahead of him in these ratings. Creech and Thompson had a Jeff Kent state tourney (0 for 4), but have the best chance at qualifying with Ream. However, the freshman Ray is excellent and could push one of that group aside. He was first at Edgewood and second at Fairfield. Albert, Allen (Springfield Shawnee) and Bowers (Indian Lake) are other strong possibilities. This will be one of the best weight classes at the Wilmington District.

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BRAD BYERS (WALSH) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Legarth (Fairview Park) 

3. Spencer (Edison Local)

4. Cooper (Buckeye)

5. Hess (Graham)

6. Coe (Ravenna)

7. Davis (Utica)

8. Lewis (Norwood)

9. Cox/Walker (Olentangy)

10. Pusateri (Columbus DeSales) 
11. Battles (Springboro)

12. Michalek (Twinsburg)

13. Baker (West Holmes)

14. Schirig (Perkins)

15. Marsh (Indian Creek)

16. Carpenter (Benjamin Logan) 

17. Metcalfe (Padua)

18. Coleman (Bellevue)

19. O'Dell (Eaton)

20. Trivisonno (Lake Catholic) 

21. McCoy (WIlmington)

22. Dillon (Steubenville)

23. Hockaday (Watterson)

24. Bennett (Fairfield Union)

25. Glover (Buckeye Local) 

26. Kellerman (Perry)

Again, we have the possibility of a district and state confrontation between the two best 119's in the state. Either, I believe, could win at any of the three school divisions. Legarth will be a four-time state qualifier and finished second last year at the very difficult 112# class. He dominated his competition all year until losing a 6-5 final to Sessley. He finished at 36-1. This year he has not been challenged and has made every bout look effortless. In any normal year he would be a lock for the crown. However, Byers has made a double move going from Hudson to Walsh and Division I to Division. Last year at Hudson he was the district runner-up at Mentor (after upsetting eventual state runner-up DiMichele in the semis and losing to eventual state champ Sharpley in the finals, 3-2). Then at Wright State he won two bouts but lost his placement bout to EI-Hayek. Apparently after that he dedicated himself to doing whatever it took to win. He transferred to Walsh and began beating on Marchette to get better, and gave up golf (unbelievable) despite the fact that he was a state qualifier as a junior. It seems to be working. He won the Iron man, the California (PA), was second at Reno, and won at Alliance -- and did it with impressive style. An interesting gauge to his improvement is EI-Hayek -- third last year in Division I. He defeated Byers 7-3 at Wright State last year, but lost to him at Alliance 21-6 in 4:14. Whew!

Not to be forgotten here is 119# state runner-up Luke Spencer. He was one of the best looking sophomores I saw all last year -- going all the way to the state finals before losing to the redoubtable Stough 14-7. This year at 125# he was third at Medina losing only to Burns. Other than that he remains undefeated. He would have to beat both Byers and Legarth to win, and that is a formidable task. However, he's the only one in the field who has any probability of accomplishing it.

The Firestone District is again loaded with talented wrestlers. Legarth and Byers are clearly best, but there are a number of potential state placement contenders.' State qualifier Cooper was second at Medina and first at Firestone. He never went six minutes at Firestone. Cooper qualified for Wright State in 1995, but had incredibly bad luck at the district level last year. He drew Tompkins in the first round, and after losing was eliminated when Tompkins lost to Huxel. What I like about him is his. ability to win close bouts. He beat Hess, 5-3, and then pulled out a last second miracle to beat Coe. Coe should nail down the fourth qualifying ticket, but the last spot is wide open. White has come from nowhere to finish second at Firestone and fifth at Alliance. He has been a major surprise the last two weeks. Michalek "and Metcalf are more conventional choices for Wright State with a long string of tournament credentials. Michalek, for example, was first at Hudson and Kenston, and second at Solon (pinned by Legarth) and Western Reserve (losing 7-6 to Coe). Trivisonno is a great looking sophomore who may be overmatched against the top boys, while Spitalieri (Hoban), Hopkins (Coventry), and Hahlen (West Branch) would qualify out of most districts. It will be a war at this district.

Spencer should dominate at Steubenville. Next best would seem to be Baker and state qualifier Marsh. Baker dominated at Smithville and beat Hughs to win and Tri-West. Marsh qualified at 112# after a 21-7 season, but lost early. This year he was impressive at Richmond Hts. shutting out Fisk in the finals. I find a big drop-off in quality after this trio and it would be surprising if someone like Dillon or Glover qualified.

There are four returning state qualifiers at Wilmington with Hess -- the defending champ -- clearly the best. Hess, a two-time qualifier, lost an overtime bout in the quarter-finals last year to the eventual champ Sessley, and was then quickly pinned by Joltin in the consolations. Hess is due, I believe, for a breakout season in 1997 based on his Medina work. He finished a strong third losing only to Cooper 5-3 and defeating state qualifiers Fairbanks, Icenhour, and Coe along with Caruso and Leng. Lewis was a district champ while compiling a 32-1 record, but lost early at Wright State. He is 14-1 this year, but wrestles a low profile schedule. Ryan Battles has come out of nowhere to loom very large at this district. He is currently 17-2 with 15 falls and two tournament titles. He pinned state qualifier McCoy at Eaton and has been uniformly excellent. He'll challenge Lewis for that second spot, but he is a solid step below Hess. Carpenter easily handled state qualifier Sharp at Graham and won that title with ease. O'Dell has remained steady and defeated McCoy at Eaton for third. What that means is that state qualifiers McCoy and Sharp (Milton-Union) are in terrible jeopardy of not qualifying again. That's true even though Sharp was sixth at 103# two years ago and McCoy won a state bout that same year. McCoy did win at Beavercreek and could easily jump past some of those ranked ahead of him. Puthoff (Purcell) and Smith (Monroe) wait in the wings.

It should be a real donnybrook at Marion. Davis impressed me a lot last year at Medina with his great mat wrestling. He defeated Wentz in the semis while taking a second and was adistrict champ. He got dumped 9-2, however, in the first round at Wright State and that was that. Two-time state qualifier Pusateri also returns along with state qualifiers Cox and Schirig. All three have had weight changes during the year, but have settled at 119#. I believe Cox might be the strongest of this trio and will mount a legitimate challenge to Davis. Schirig, on the other hand, has wrestled a very tough schedule and should be battle hardened for this challenge. They should all be competitive at the state meet.

There are three quality wrestlers who will apparently be missing at 119#. T. J. Huxel (Perry) who placed third and fourth the last two years suffered a serious injury and apparently will be unable to compete. He was an excellent wrestler defeating Tompkins, for example, twice last year. He would have been a challenge to anyone here. Two-time state qualifier Jeremy Johnson (Claymont) is, at last word, unlikely to participate, as well. He had never won a state bout in the past, but would have assuredly done so this year. And finally, another two-time state placer, Kevin Fabian has had a well-chronicled legal battle that evidently has ended his career at Oak Harbor. Rumors abound that he will appear elsewhere, but nothing has been confirmed.

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: RICHARD BURNS (HILLSBORO)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Hellickson (Olmsted Falls) 

3. McClanahan (Coventry)

 4. Wright (Carlisle)

5. Skinner (Highland)

6. Skarupa (Norwalk)

7. LaMotte (Buckeye Local) 

8. Mackesy (Indian Lakes) 

9. Murphy (Perry)

10. Pendleton (Indian Creek) 

11. Blackburn (Clyde)

12. Little (Bellbrook)

13. Scott (Minerva)

14. Maehl (Olentangy)

15. Pilkington (Columbus DeSales)

16. Lutz (Purcell)

17. Nicola (Lake Catholic)

18. Egger (Fairfield Union) 

19. Osborne (Wilmington)

20. Kasler (Circleville)

21. Gucciardo (Kenston)

22. Knous (St. Mary Memorial) 

23. DePolo (Bellevue)

24. Lozier (Loveland)

25. Hughes (Vincent Warren) 

26. Borjas (Oak Harbor)

My choices at the first three weight classes were seniors, but at 125# the sophomore Richard Burns has to be the favorite. He was fourth at 119# last year as a freshman losing only to Stough and Novario at Wright State and Spencer at the district level. This year he is even better. At Mentor it was payback time for Spencer and he dismantled him 18-5 with a combination of speed and power that was wonderful to watch. He then had the championship trophy in his hand until giving up a last second - takedown to Wentz and then losing in a scramble in overtime. He looks to be on the steep part of the learning curve -- getting better on an almost daily basis. Hillsboro has never had a state champion, but Burns should certainly rectify that -- and I'm guessing he'll do it this year.

These next two weight classes (125# and 130#) have neither the up-front quality or the depth that we saw at the first three classifications. Even at Firestone there is not quite the same level of competition, although it will still remain fierce, I believe that the district divides itself into two unequal parts - the top quartet of Hellickson, McClanahan, Skinner and Murphy and a second strata of about a half dozen other possibilities.

Hellickson, a two-time state qualifier, was fifth last year losing badly to Spencer and by 3 points to Burns. He started this year 135#, but has, smartly, worked his way down to 125#. He was third at Kenston and won at Mansfield Madison at 135#. McClanahan was a state qualifier two years ago, but dropped a first round district match last year and was eliminated. The first round of good tournaments is so dangerous because many competitors are coming off making weight, don't warm up properly, and are nervous. That's why every year several potential champions exit early. Anyway, McClanahan has come back this year with major titles at Firestone and Franklin Hts. and a fourth at Wadsworth. Skinner has wrestled almost exclusively at 130#, but certified at 125# where he has at least some chance of winning it all. He was third at Firestone - losing to Bartley -- and third at Medina -- losing only to Doyle. He was, I believe, at Akron Springfield last year, but he has really blazed ahead this year. Watch out for him. Murphy was a state qualifier last year as a sophomore and ended up sixth, losing to Burns, 10-9, and Hellickson, 8-0. He's a real pinner garnering 17 with a 22-4 record. This group would have been larger by one except for the fact that Steve Forsyth (Walsh) broke his foot at the Alliance.

Below this quartet are some excellent contenders. Scott lost an overtime battle to Coe for the fifth and last state qualifying spot last year. He certified at 119#, but my guess is that he'll chose to compete here. In any case, he has excellent credentials from a little-known area within this district. I've also rated Gucciardo and Nicola who are both strong, while Turle (Twinsburg), Downey (West Geauga) and Murty (Padua) are possibilities.

Burns will face some real challenges at his Steubenville District. LaMotte was a fourth place state finisher in Arizona, but has returned to Ohio looking for better weather. He was a semi-finalist at Mentor, the only time he has competed at 125#, before losing to Wentz and Spencer to finish fourth. Pendleton was an impressive winner at Richmond Hts. and won three district bouts last year, but lost to Burns and Johnson. That leaves Kasler, Smalley, and the sophomore Hughes needing to pull an upset to qualify. Hughes is probably improving the most rapidly of this trio and could be the biggest threat of the three.

There is also some real horsepower at Wilmington. Wright was a Division III state qualifier and used that as a foundation in beating a strong field at St. Xavier. Mackesy was a qualifier at 112# last year and lost close bouts to Fabian and Huxel. Those two spots seem relatively safe, but the "L" brigade -- Little, Lutz and Lozier - will battle for at least one of the state berths alone with Osborne. They're all good and it would be no surprise if Little and Lutz both qualify. Smith (Monroe), if he competes here and Tinstman (Eaton) are other thoughts.

I think Skarupa has the best hope for a low state place at Wright State of these competing at Marion. A two-time state qualifier, he continues to win on a very consistent basis. He was a district runner-up last year, but lost 10-6 to Hellickson and was eliminated. Blackburn has just returned to the Clyde line-up and opened up with a championship at home defeating Maehl in the finals. Clyde has had so many great wrestlers in recent years that he has been in the background, but is now about to step forward. The rest of the district is competitive at that level, but will likely struggle, big time, at Wright State.

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SEAN DOYLE (BUCKEYE LOCAL)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Novario (Twinsburg)

3. Bartley (Ravenna Southeast) 

4. Springer (Milan Edison)

5. Sanner (Chardon)

6. Neiding (Vermillion) 

7. Schlaegel (Graham)

8. McQuown (Canal Fulton NW) 

9. Gunn (Olentangy)

10. Stacy (Indian Creek)

11. Rhee (University School)

 12. Vedra (Rossford)

13. Clemens (Carroll)

14. Kinzer (Washington CH)

15. Jordan (Monroe)

16. Farley (Watkins Memorial) 

17. Brant(Crestwood)

18. Stoffregen (Eaton)

19. Ramey (Circleville)

20. Hastings (Claymont)

21. Fox (Columbus DeSales) 

22. Copp (Milton Union)

23. Wotring (Wauseon)

24. Floyd (Ross)

25. Kline (Ravenna)

26. Clemons (Hillsboro)

27. Borovsky (Bexley)

Most of the weight classes in Division II either have a tremendously successful superstar at the top of the listing or an enormous quantity of highly credentialed performers -- some have both. It's probably fair to say that at 130# we have neither of those situations. This is a very winnable weight, and as such may well propel a relative unknown to the very top placement positions. The Northeast District has won this title four consecutive years -- the longest streak in Division II, and shows the great state wide diversity in the Division II competition. 
My choice here is the sturdy senior from Buckeye Local, Sean Doyle. He is a two-time state qualifier with four years of solid varsity experience. Last year he fought through the district brackets with a serious injury - and defaulted in the finals to try and preserve as much mobility as possible. As it turned out he was unable to perform at his usual level and lost in the first round. This year he is healthy and undefeated including a big win at Medina where his workmanlike 5-1 win in the finals was his closest bout.

Four returning state qualifiers will compete at Firestone for the opportunity to compete against Doyle. Novario has a rugged cut to reach 130#, but it beats going against Ty Morgan. Novario is the only wrestler in the field to reach the state

semi-finals which led to a third place finish last year at 119#. This year primarily at 135# he won at Western Reserve, was second at Kenston, and third at Solon and Hudson. Once he settles in at 130# he'll be difficult to beat. Sanner was sixth last year at this weight, and his only two losses this year were at Kenston to Santiago (12-9) and Hellickson (3-1). He'll emerge from the easiest district and should get a good pairing. McQuown and Bartley have only one state win between them, but should do better this year. Of this quartet, Bartley might be the real surprise. He looked very strong at Firestone and pinned Rawlings in the quad. Rhee certified at 125#, but I think he'll chose to remain at 130# once he surveys the opposition. He lost 11-4 to Doyle at Medina, but ended up a strong fourth. Along with Caruso and Norton he makes for a nice senior threesome at U.S.

Springer has been a dominant figure in the Northwest District for the last three years, and yet still hasn't won a state bout. He should get a great pairing this year based on a projected district title. He has already won the SBC Duals, Edison,

Bellevue and Marion Harding this year, and could be a finalist. Neiding is tough and can pull the big upset -- like upending state runner-up Gerak -- while grabbing a fifth at Medina. The rest of the field is pretty well split between Northwest and Central division competitors with Gunn and Farley having strong potential.

Doyle should have it pretty much his own way at Steubenville. The two most likely to grab the other state berths know each other well. They were in the consolation finals last year battling for the last berth which Stacy won 3-1 in overtime. Kinzer is a go-for-broke wrestler who likes the high scoring bout and may be frustrated with a slow-paced bout. Both boys will have to fight off Ramey, Hastings and Clemons, all of whom have won at the district level. Lane (Vincent Warren) and Hasson (Beaver Local) are other hopefuls.

State qualifier Schlaegel heads a somewhat confusing field at WIlmington.

There have been a number of weight changes and changes in fortune over the past six weeks, with GMWJA champ Clemens and Jordan moving up on my lists. Still, Copp, Stoffregen, or the freshman Floyd could move up rather easily in this densely packed competition. Schlaegel, however, would seem to be the only one with realistic placement chances.

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TY MORGAN (GRAHAM) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Gabriel (Maysville)

3. Santiago (Canfield)

4. T. Smith (Teays Valley) 

5. Gammie (Milan Edison) 

6. Rawlings (Walsh)

7. Mauro (Carroll)

8. Sommer (Crestwood) 

9. Carter (North ridge) 

10. Avery (Milton Union) 

11. Delong (South Point) 

12. Glover (Bethel Tate) 

13. Gibbs (Fairview Park)

14. Meade (Olentangy)

15. Horrison (Lima Bath) 

16. German (Vermillion)

17. Foster (Canton South) 

18. Hilliard (Minerva)

19. Peters (Claymont)

20. Smith (Bellevue)

21. Hochstetler (Dover)

22. Weinhamer (Clyde)

23. Carbaugh (Avon lake) 

24. Sargent (Monroe)

25. Thomas. (Meigs)

26. Forsyth (Benjamin Logan)

Ty Morgan is a prodigy of the first order. He took the 135# title last year as a freshman defeating a strong and varied field with an outstanding display of wrestling. This year he has been devastating -- crushing everyone in Ohio - and defeating two-time Illinois State champion Billy Maldonado in an epic 6-5 battle. A Cadet National runner-up, there can't be many sophomores better than this one. He is working to become the third Graham wrestler to take four state titles following in the wake of the Jordan brothers, and while Gabriel and Santiago are exceptional, it would be an upset of the first order should he not capture his second title. My dream match-up was Morgan versus Marchette, but it is not to be -- at least at the high school level. It's fun just to speculate on the direction such a bout, would proceed.

Gabriel and Santiago are both state championship type wrestlers. Gabriel came into last year's state meet with a district title and a 34-1 record. After two solid wins he battled Tartt for a shot at Morgan. In what turned out to be an epic struggle the two competitors ended 14-14 in regulation time, but Tartt maneuvered for the winning takedown in overtime. Gabriel, to his credit, bounced back to win two bouts for a solid third place. This year he is undefeated including his second consecutive Tiffin title.

Santiago, only a junior, first came to my attention when he wrestled well as a freshman at the Solon Tourney, then last year at 130# he got engaged in a three-way battle with the seniors Bristow and DeShon. At the district level, Santiago was second losing to DeShon in the finals. Then at Wright State he reached the semi-finals and wrestled eventual state champ Bristow to a standstill. In a bout that had more than its share of controversial calls, Bristow won 4-3. Santiago came back for third. This year he won at Solon and Kenston, but was third at Firestone losing to Division I contender Drake.
Morgan should be transcendent at WIlmington -- although it is a solid field. State qualifier Mauro and Glover are tough, but will have to battle Carter and Avery for the last two spots. With four worthy contenders and Morgan here you might see a bit of an exodus to greener pastures. Carter may have certified at 130#, while Mauro has been at 140#. Mauro, though, probably has his best chance for state placement at 135#, since he will be away from Morgan. As a rough yardstick, Santiago defeated him 10-3 last year.

Gabriel should have little trouble at Steubenville. Delong won two district bouts last year, but wrestles a schedule which is totally invisible to me. The freshman Elliott Peters has made rapid strides and could grab the third qualifying spot. Already his brothers Scott, Matt, Brett, Chett, Kurtt and Rhett have reached the state tournament and should Elliott qualify, it would set a new record for brothers -- seven -- eclipsing the mark set by the DiSabato family. Hochstetler, who Peters defeated 8-4 earlier, is also good along with Thomas.

Rather surprisingly there are no returning state qualifiers competing at Marion. Troy Smith seems nominally the best after an exceptional year which saw him defeat the excellent Seth Hughes at the Medina semis and finish second to Morgan. He has also won at Grandview Hts., Teays Valley, logan Elm, and Hamilton Township in a very busy schedule. last year he lost his go-to-state bout 7-6 after reaching the semi-finals. Gammie has been very tough winning at Edison, Bellevue and Marion Harding. He has been something of a "late bloomer," but it seems worth the delay. Beyond those listed Moore (Rossford), Jernigan (Wauseon) and Maynard (Hamilton Twp.) also deserve consideration.

The Firestone District has several question marks. Santiago should be best, but the real mystery is Rawlings. He missed the early weeks of the year only to return for Southeast Quad where he was pinned three times. Then came a "did not place" in Pennsylvania, followed by a brilliant third at Reno and a solid second at Alliance. I think he's for real, and that means danger for the rest of the field. Sommer, Gibbs, and Foster all could reach Wright State, but it will be tough. If Hilliard wrestles here (instead of 140#), he could also qualify. I've looked for some surprises beyond those listed, but they're so well hidden I couldn't find them.

140#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SONNY MARCHETTE (WALSH) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Marder (Twinsburg)

3. Pastva (Ravenna Southeast) 
4. Cummins (Indian Lake)

5. Dixon 0Nest Holmes)

6. Lensman (Graham)

7. Birden (Steubenville)

8. Estrada (Wauseon)

9. Berry (Kenston)

10. Walton (Marysville) 
11. Hector (Vermillion)

12. Gilmore (Galion)

13. J. Ray (Hamilton Ross)

14. Bryant (New Lexinton) 
15. Sass (Padua)

16. Berry (Springboro)

17. Edwards (Ravenna)
18. LeBeau (Miami Trace) 
19. Emrich (Buckeye Valley) 
20. Almester (Rossford) 
21. Larsen (Canton South) 
22. M. White (Sheridan) 
23. Waits (Loveland)

24. Veliz (Edison)

25. Benedum (Coventry) 
26. Noel (Kings)

Sonny Marchette entered his high school years with the crushing pressure that everyone immediately anticipated that he would win four state titles. That didn't quite happen, but he came very close. As a freshman he lost only two bouts, both to three-time champ Eddie Jayne, the latter one in the state finals. He never lost to an Ohio wrestler again. In his sophomore year, a devastating knee injury prevented him from winning an almost sure state title, and last year he brushed aside a good field winning a technical fall in the finals. This year he will win again and, if healthy, with total domination. His four bouts with Easton (PA) star, Jamar Billman, were all classics and though Billman won three of four, they were all close. What makes Marchette so good? It's a combination of speed and power, blended with an absolute fury to dominate the other wrestler. Marchette is never satisfied to'rest for even a split second as he attacks with every fiber of his being. Look at tapes of the Billman bouts and you'll see that it is always Marchette who attacks and attacks. He is the first of the four brilliant Walsh wrestlers (maybe we should also include Byers), the best quartet of seniors I have ever seen on one team.

The state runner-up may also come from the Firestone District, if only because the second and third place qualifiers will be away from Marchette at Wright State. A good candidate is Marder who has had an exceptional four-year career at Twinsburg.

Last year Marder was a district runner-up and won two bouts at the state level. He bottled up Morgan for much of their bout, but lost 4-1. This year he has been exceptional at both 145# and 140#. He was champ at Solon, Hudson and Western Reserve losing his only bout to my 145-pound second pick Dan Anderson at Kenston. State qualifier Pastva will also look to get the second or third spot and be away from Marchette. He has been a consistently high placer for two years. Berry was a state qualifier as a freshmen 140-pounder at Newbury. Now at Kenston, he has come back from injuries to win at Avon Lake and grab high places at Kenston and the Western Reserve. It will be a rare event if he qualifies only as a freshmen and senior. The fifth spot is wide open with a number of journeymen wrestlers in the hunt. Besides those listed, look for Vanni (Highland), Mendez (Salem) and Tomsik (Fairview Park).

Cummins and Lensman are both return qualifiers out of the Wilmington District, but neither won a bout at Wright State. Lensman was fourth at Medina and looked invincible at Licking Hts., pinning Woodland in the finals. Both he and Cummins should grab a low place. There's something of a drop-off after this duo with Ray and Berry a half-step behind the top pair. However, I really like Ray -- and though he certified at 135# -- I expect to see him here at 140#. Noel comes from a little-known wrestling school, but won two district bouts last year. Cross (Eaton) and Dornan (Springfield Shawnee) also have placement opportunities.

There have been some real surprises in that wide geographical area that makes up the Marion District. Even so, despite having five qualifiers, .it is possible no one here will place. I've rated state qualifier Estrada best at this district. He has already won at Oak Harbor and Rogers, and has the talent to dominate. He may be significantly better than his current eighth place rating. Walton had two shots to qualify last year, but dropped 7-6 and 6-1 decisions to finish sixth. He's the best in the Columbus area and should safely qualify in 1997. Hector nipped Gilmore 4-3 early in the season and also won at Oak Harbor. He, too, should qualify. Gilmore has me stumped. As a freshman at Willard last year, he reached the district finals before losing to state runner-up Ramos. He lost early at States, but all of the Northwest District was filling me in about his considerable talents. This year it hasn't happened. He lost early to Hector, badly to Dixon (16-1), and often at Marion Harding, finishing fifth. Perhaps it's a nagging injury, debilitating flu, or moving up three weight classes. Whatever, don't be surprised to see him bounce back at the district level and qualify once again. Besides those listed, pay attention to the recently returned Uhl (Perkins), Copas (Marion Franklin) and WInthrop (Bellevue). That makes it a crowded district even if it may be an under-achieving one.

Dixon has moved way up my innumerable lists during what has been a very productive year for him. It makes up for what had to be a bit of a disappointing junior year where he went into the districts as a sectional champ with a 26-5 record. Losses to a pair of the eventual qualifiers left him home for the States. This year he won at Smithville and the Gorman, while dominating during West Holmes extensive dual meet season. He has, at least in my mind, moved ahead of state qualifier Birden who was sixth last year winning three state bouts. This year he has remained unbeaten, but has not wrestled many strong opponents up to now. I've also listed Bryant, White and LeBeau, but Gatewood (Maysville) and Arrington (Washington Court House) are in roughly that same category. Apparently Glasure (Buckeye Local), who was a state sixth in Arizona last year, will not compete.

145#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JACOB PLEGER (WATKINS MEMORIAL) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Anderson (Chardon)

3. Lucas (Beaver Local)

4. Mason (Ravenna Southeast) 
5. Fullerton (Graham)

6. DeMarco (Padua)

7. Moore (Springfield Shawnee)
8. Johnson (Norwalk)

9. Naso (Highland)

10. Meinking (Purcell)

11. Schneider (Wauseon)

12. Plikerd (Benjamin Logan) 
13. Boyer (Fairfield Union)

14. Porter (Marlington)

15. Pak (Buckeye)

16. C. White (Sheridan)

17. Porter (St. Clairsville)

18. Young (Ravenna)

19. Trombley (Alter)

20. Johnson (Clermont Northeast)

21. Crosby (Teays Valley)

22. Gordon (Dover)

23. Grove (Claymont)

24. Biel (Coventry)

25. Taylor (Swanton)

26. Yeary (Wilmington)

27. Brunetti (Lake Catholic)

As you might expect with Morgan and Marchette immediately below and Heskett next, the 145# weight class suddenly became a very popular location. It is one of the most crowded classes at all four of the districts and should result in spirited competition. It will also provide at least a half dozen participants with a legitimate chance at a coveted state title. 
My choice by the narrowest of margins is Jake Pleger, the fine 145-pounder from Watkins Memorial. Last year he was a district runner-up at Marion and then won one state bout -- losing to eventual champ Workman in the first round and to DeFranco in overtime. This year he has won at Medina, Hamilton Twp., Watterson, Licking Hts. and Alliance while compiling a perfect record. He beat Fullerton by 8, Mason by 6 and Naso by 10 over this time span.

For much of the year I had leaned toward Dan Anderson, but changed my mind only because of the accumulation of some scoring factoids. Anderson was fifth two years ago as a sophomore, but failed to qualify last season -- done in by a pair of 3-2 losses. This year he remains undefeated, including a Kenston title that included wins over Ricciardi and Marder.

There are at least two other possible champs at Firestone. Mason has suddenly blossomed into a full-fledged star with a huge win at Firestone (defeating Hoover in the finals) and runner-up at Alliance -- losing 17-11 to Pleger. DeMarco, the state qualifier from Padua, has also moved down to 145# after winning titles at Avon Lake, Brecksville and the CrT. He had two wins at the state level last year.

The rest of the Firestone is probably a notch below the top trio. There are at least a half dozen with about equal accomplishments who should mix it up. Pak has looked great to me, but he has not yet developed consistent results. Naso and Porter are both rugged customers, while Young has the talent to string together some big wins. It should be great fun -- for the spectators.

Pleger stands head and shoulders above the rest of another full field at Marion. State qualifier Johnson is probably next best after wins at Edison and Fremont St. Joseph. DeLamatre also won a state berth last year, but -- as something of a measuring stick -- lost to Sass 10-4 at Bellevue. I've listed four other contenders, but could have included Vedra (Rossford), Sharp (Bellevue), Sony (London) and Wimmers (Marysville).

Lucas stands pretty much alone at Steubenville. He took the district title at this weight class last year and came to Wright State with a 35-1 record. A tough first-round match-up with Wobser spiraled into an ugly loss and quick elimination. He was sixth at Medina -- twice losing to St. Ed's Ryan Fair. Chris White was a district semi-finalist last year losing first to Lucas (9-3) and then to Cornish. They have toughened their schedule this year, and White should be second best here. Porter, Gordon, and Grove should head the charge for the third spot. Except for Lucas, this district is unlikely to have much impact at the state level.

The Wilmington District is loaded -- so much so that I wouldn't be surprised if several reconsidered the 152# option. Howevsr, with three excellent wrestlers there, neither alternative may seem real palatable. At any rate, there are four returning state qualifiers for three spots -- plus some good back-up people as well. Moore qualified at 130# last year and won two state bouts. He is quicker and slicker than the powerful Fullerton who qualified two years ago, but stumbled last year. Both have had substantial tourney success in 1997. Meinking was a district runner-up at 140#, but was bounced by DeMarco in the first round. Meinking this year has been second at Sycamore and fifth at the SWOCA, and may be vulnerable. Pork Plikerd, what a fabulous name, was the district runner-up at 145#, but lost a first round 1-0 heartbreaker to Cornish. At least one of this quartet won't make it and there are a half dozen other possibilities, too. I think the three that do go should do well at Wright State after being tempered in the competitive fires here.

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOE HESKETT (WALSH) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. M. Becks (Lake Catholic) 
3. Wallace (Franklin)

4. A. Wobser (Milan Edison) 
5. Flanagan (Watterson)

6. DeMarco (Graham)

7. Samu (Howland)

8. Meyers (Eaton)

9. Glancy (Vincent Warren) 
10. Hanzel (Normandy)

11. Beard (Olmsted Falls) 
12. Davis (Norton)

13. Sveda (Revere)

14. Freitag (Bellevue)

15. Cruxton (Kenston)

16. Coe (Clyde)

17. Fahnestock (Bellefontaine)

18. Hoppel (Beaver Local)

19. Brown (Benjamin Logan)

20. Akers (Claymont)

21. Andrews (Marysville)

22. Archer (Maysville) 
23. Deluca (Norwalk)

24. Holbrook/Palmer (Washington CH) 
25. Moore (Wauseon)

26. McFarland (River View)

Ohio has produced few wrestlers as good or as classy as Joe Heskett. It will certainly be a day of mixed feeling as we proudly watch him go off to Iowa State to be coached by an Ohio contemporary of mine, Bobby Douglas. Heskett has left some unforgettable memories. The first dramatic Walsh-St. Ed dual where Heskett dominated Zak after having lost to him earlier stands out, as does his first state title with the dramatic second period fall over the undefeated Jeff Bucher. And how about last year when he pinned every foe at the sectional, district and state level as he established a streak of 22 straight falls -- amazing considering the powerhouse schedule of Walsh wrestles. Heskett has won everything, but done so with quiet grace and a smile for "grandma." He'll be a great college wrestler - a Lee Kemp who pins-but in Ohio his high school record will be what is most recalled.

In a twist of fate, both Becks brothers are at weight classes headed by defending state champs. The positive for Mark is that he'll be away from Heskett at the state level, and has tremendous finalist chances. Actually, at 152#, Becks comes close to matching Heskett in athleticism, but not yet in strength or savvy. Becks remains undefeated winning at Kenston and the CIT having only one relatively close bout - with Shanklin. I don't think anyone will beat him next year. I wonder if his brother, national runner-up Charlie Becks, will convince him to go to Harvard.

There are six other solid performers at Firestone seeking the three remaining berths. Samu was a bout away from the Division I state tourney last year, but I rarely see Howland results, so it's difficult to know where he stands in this field. Hanzel was an impressive second at Brecksville while Davis, Sveda and Beard all seem about equivalent to me. Cruxton might be slightly behind this group, but then again he did finish ahead of Beard at Kenston. Melaragno (Edgewood) is another possibility, but wrestles a far weaker schedule than the others.

Wallace won three one-point bouts at Wright State last year to finish fourth. it was really amazing how he took charge to win -- on the other hand his two losses were both falls in under 90 seconds. This year he has had some very impressive wins. He TF'ed Buol to win at Franklin and he beat two-time Division I state qualifier T.J. Davis 10-8 in overtime to take the GMVWA. He also won at Madeira. State qualifier Meyers returns, but I believe DeMarco may have passed him. Meyers did win at Edgewood, but was slaughtered by Davis at Xenia. Below this trio are a number of former district qualifiers led by Fahnestock, Brown and Smith (Urbana). Apparently, state qualifier Jim Patrick (Tipp city) will not compete this year. He would have been a factor here or at 160#.

There's not a lot of experience at Steubenville. State qualifier Glancy does return to head the field and he did win a state bout last year. I like Hoppel and Akers next best, and they have both had excellent seasons in 1996-97. Akers, in particular, seems to have made good progress. Who will challenge this top trio is not clear, although I have rated McFarland, Archer and either Palmer or Holbrook. Others, less well known, may also be lurking on the outskirts of this weight class. Last year Archer won three district bouts -- losing only to Lucas and Taylor -- and this year is 15-1 with two tourney titles.

The only state experience at Marion rests with Eric Wobser. He had a difficult draw, but after defeating Lucas in the first round he gave eventual state champion Workman a huge scare before succumbing 7-8. Pleger then eliminated him handily in the consolation round. Wobser has won the SBC Duals this year along with the title at Edison (over Andrews). He was second at both Bellevue and Marion Harding losing close bouts to quality competitors in each instance. Flanagan is probably next best with a solid record -- primarily at 160#. He gave Pleger his best battle of the year in a 7-6 nail biter at Watterson. After that the cupboard is relatively bare - and with three more qualifying spots to be filled. It will be open season at Marion with a lot of journeymen wrestlers having a real opportunity to gain state experience.

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: KRAIG SHAMBLIN (RAVENNA SOUTHEAST)
 TOP CONTENDERS

2. Mitchell (Walsh)

3. Long (Clyde)

4. Hieber (GaHon)

5. Brightman (Northridge)

6. Doan (Blanchester)

7. Miller (Teays Valley)
8. Chapman (Highland)

9. Cox (Lima Bath)

10. Crossen (Tallmadge)

11. Norton (University Schools) 
12. Curry (Purcell)

13. Osborne (Franklin) 
14. Poland (Claymont)
15. Fritch (West Branch)

16. Zales (Padua)

17. Roe (Buckeye Local)

18. Rooney (Columbus DeSales) 
19. Craft (Licking Valley)

20. O'Donaghue (Bay)

21. Spurlock (Bellevue)

22. Schrickel (Carrollton)

23. Evans/Weimer (Hillsboro) 
24. Terbay (Carroll)

25. Knull (Graham)

26. Lindsey (Steubenville)

27. Dies (Copley)

Tristram Shady, one of the great characters in English literature, faces a dilemma early in the famous Sterne novel of the same name. He is determined to write down all that happens to him, but he finds that it takes all afternoon to record what occurs in the morning, and then he has no time to record his thoughts and actions of the afternoon. Writing this document presents a similar problem. I work all morning on a portion of the report, and then new information floods in after lunch, and I go back to re-write it once again. It sometimes seems as if I'll never finish.

One weight class where there has been enormous changes is at 160#. For example, a major event is the appearance of state runner-up Chad Long in a Clyde line up after missing the entire season with injuries. Of course, all he did was accept a forfeit, but it did certify him to compete at 160#.

This is one of the most difficult weight classes in the selection process. I've gone with rugged Kraig Shamblin - but if he wins the title, he'll need to win at least a couple of close bouts. Last year, competing at 145#, he copped a sixth place finish on the strength of two wins. This year he is much better -- winning big at Firestone and finishing third at Firestone losing to Division I pick Chandler. His 3-1 loss to Heskett was also impressive at 160# as he used his power to keep the score close and give himself a chance to win. When he is "on," he can be totally overpowering.

State qualifier Mitchell could be his biggest threat. Mitchell proved again Wilcox (Calvary, CA) that he can go with anyone -- but maybe not for six minutes. At peak condition, he and Shamblin are even and either could win, but I'm not sure Mitchell is at that level yet. Still, Mitchell was fourth at this class in Division I last year, and he certainly could win it all here. Crossen lost in the first round at districts last Year, but contrived to win three of his four consolation bouts (including two narrowly) to get the fifth and last qualifying spot. He followed the same strategy at Wright State -- losing in the first round and then winning three of four consolation bouts (including one over Becks who had beaten him at districts) to get a fourth place trophy. It sure surprised me and I wonder if it can happen again. Instead I look for Chapman and possibly state qualifier Norton to surpass him. Crossen did not place at Firestone. Zales was Crossen's victim in the fifth place district bout, and he returns for another try. O'Donaghue could compete either here or at 152#, so it's not clear where we'll see him. Both Dies and Spear (Perry) could "make waves" here.

If Long is indeed back and can reach last year's level he is certainly a title contender. You may recall he also missed much of the early part of his junior year, but then reeled off 28 straight wins before losing to four-time champ John McGhee in the state finals. He is clearly a superior athlete, but the question is whether he'll be ready for "full go" by tourney time. The sensational sophomore Hieber is going to win some state titles and it may start here. He has won at Galion, Marion Harding and the Gorman in spectacular style. He has not yet wrestled some of the top rated boys in either Division I or II and I await such bouts with real interest. Nevertheless, Hieber is for real -- and if 1997 is not the year, one of the next two certainly will be. Miller and state qualifier Cox should also qualify with both having state placement chances. Cox, while outscored at Wright State 41-14 in his two bouts last year, had the "honor" of being McGhee's first round opponent. Spurlock is another surprise. He has been a lightweight for years at Bellevue and began the year at 135#. Suddenly he is at 160# and doing well. It's something to look for. Likely missing at this class will be junior state qualifier Zeb Miller (Oak Harbor). Injured some months ago, he apparently will not compete. He missed state placement last year by a point.

There are a number of excellent 160's at Wilmington. Leading the way is state qualifier Brightman who won at the GMVWA in handsome fashion. State qualifier Doan is close behind and performing well this year. Osborne, who has not been effective lately, may be on the bubble with both Terbay and Curry having strong seasons. Terbay, while he did not meet Osborne, did finish ahead of him at the GMVWA. This should be an outstandingly good competition with the winners having a real chance at the state level. Casteel (Loveland) and Lane (Milton Union) will put a struggle at this district.

There is very little at Steubenville. While I've listed some possibilities, this is not going to be a group that will inspire fear by the rest of the state. Nobody in this group made the first column, which is a sure sign of either less-than-spectacular wrestling or poor research. By March we'll see what it is.

171#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOSH DIDION (BELLEVUE) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. B. Becks (Lake Catholic)

3. Preston (Columbus DeSales) 
4. LeMar (Indian lakes)

5. Delong (South Point)

6. Burger (Fairview Park)
7. Floyd (Hamilton Ross) 
8. Hegedish (Twinsburg)

9. Williams (Marion Franklin)

10. Akers (Claymont) 
11. Chase (Bellbrook)

12. Talbot (New Lexington)

13. Eastes (Wilmington)

14. Haren (Louisville)

15. Dusseau (Oak Harbor) 
16. Perkins (Kenton Ridge) 
17. Weeks (Olmsted Falls) 
18. Ash-Crisler (Olentangy) 
19. Dolezal (Carroll)

20. Muniz (West Branch) 
21. Dahnke (Perkins)

22. Hedges (Logan Elm) 
23. White (Fairfield Union)
24. Shepherd (Fairless) 
25. Dozier (Beaver Local)

It's not often a state champion fails to win either his sectional or district title, but when it does it's usually because the two best in the state are meeting at those lower levels. Eventually, the runner-up turns it around in the finals or finds that his nemesis somehow failed to keep their last appointment. The latter is what happened with Deluca and Didion last year, as Deluca stumbled in the semi-finals while Didion roared on to the title. It should be noted that those two losses were the only two Didion suffered throughout the year. This year he has things all his own way out in the Northwest District, but there will be some reasonable competition awaiting him at the state level. However, Didion seems well up to the task with three tournament victories already this year. His dad took only one title -- it looks like he'll double that.

There are possible finalists at each of the districts, but I think Becks has the best chance at unseating Didion. He just missed the state 160# final losing to long 14-11 in semi-final action, and ended up sliding down to sixth place. He, too, is undefeated this year with titles at Kenston and the CIT, and was not really challenged at either event. Burger was a state qualifier last year, but lost early to Delong who "decked" him in the second period. Burger won his second Solon Tourney this year and was second at Brecksville to the powerful Bo James. Hegedish has shown rapid improvement -- he was third at both Solon and Kenston, but won at Hudson and Western Reserve. Burger shut him out 8-0 at Solon, but it's likely to be much closer next time. Haren certified at 160#, but he may like his chances better here. He placed fifth at 171# at Alliance -- the highest placement by a Division II participant. The last spot is up for grabs.

Preston, the All-State football player, has begun to move into high gear the last few weeks. He won the CIT at 189#, and was undefeated at the St. Ed's Quad at the same weight. His second place finish behind only Knupp at 189# should have done two things -- convinced him of how good he is and indicated how wise it would be to return to 171 #. He has finalist potential at that class -- especially since he would be away from Didion. Williams was a Division I state qualifier last year, but I haven't seen any of his scores recently. He spent much of the early part of the season at 189# where he was very successful. Assuming he's at 171#, he'll challenge both Didion and Preston. There is a good mix of skills among the reminder of this field with Dusseau having the best shot at the last two berths.

Unlike 160#, the field at Steubenville is strong. Delong is now a senior and has good placement potential. He won one state bout last year. Akers would probably be next best, but Talbot, down from 189# last year, is solid. He lost to Spruell in overtime for the last spot at 189# last year in an 8-6 thriller. There is a clear delineation between this group and the rest of the field. It will be an upset of some reasonable proportion if someone other than this top trio qualifies.

There are at least five state caliber wrestlers at Wilmington.  LeMar and Floyd both made it to Wright State last year, but they ended up losing all three of the contests at that level. It didn't help that Floyd drew the eventual champion Didion in the first round. Currenly Floyd is 15-1 with all but two victories coming by fall. His only loss was a 1-0 squeaker in the Fairfield final to Division I state qualifier Kerwin Heard. LeMar pinned in winning the Monarch Classic at Marysville, and has not lost this year. Eastes and Chase are nearly as good, both just missing state qualification last year. Watch out for Perkins. He may be far better than this, but I just didn't know wear to fit him in. He beat LeMar in overtime early in the season.

189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JEFF KNUPP (WALSH) 
TOP CONTENDERS

2. Zerkle (Graham)

3. Corrigan (Twinsburg)

4. Donehue(Dover)

5. Spruell (Hillsboro) 
6. O'Brien (Kenston) 
7. Kuhns (Bellevue) 
8. Wensink (Perkins)

9. McEvoy (Wilmington)

10. Nezbeth (West Branch) 
11. Wythe (Bexley)

12. Williams (Edgewood)

13. Bloomquist (Olmsted Falls)
14. Tyrell (Galion)

15. Hampton (Ravenna)

16. Burton (Bellbrook) 
17. Pertner (Rossford)

18. Preseren (Lake Catholic) 
19. Harshbarger (Milton Union) 
20. Berry (Coshocton)

21. Verhoff (Big Walnut)

22. Porter (Sheridan)

23. Doty (Upper Sandusky) 
24 Henson (Marion Franklin) 
25 Hart (Springfield Shawnee)

In nearly every one of these annual reports, at least one potential confrontation is more or less informally designated as the "Bout of the Year". It's usually a dream match-up of undefeated stars or a defending state champ being challenged by a powerful newcomer -- and often it's wrestlers from different parts of the state who have never met. It's a bout that wrestling aficionados throughout the state are clamoring to witness. Past examples might include the Sonny Marchette vs. Eddie Jayne ballyhoo or the Moxley vs. Keenan match up. Without resorting to excessive hyperbole it might be fair to say that at 189# we may have the "Match of the Decade." Everybody that I've chatted with is excited about this match-up, and there is speculation of every sort about its outcome. Jeff Knupp and Avery Zerkle are nationally recognized as two of the best big men in the United States, and perhaps, the finest Ohio has produced since the Rex Holman/Mike Buddie era. I'm not sure that we've ever had a state title decided by wrestlers who have already captured three state titles between them.

Jeff Knupp has had a marvelous career at Walsh. On a team that has had so many brilliant wrestlers over the past four years, it's sometimes easy to forget how outstanding he has been. He is the only big man in memory (perhaps, ever) who has placed four straight years in the large school classification. He has won two consecutive state titles at 215# and now has a 78 bout winning streak -- truly amazing considering the degree of difficulty associated with Walsh's schedule. His knee surgery temporarily delayed resumption of the streak, but at Alliance he seemed as good as new. Knupp wins with outstanding technique and superior intelligence, and the ability to recognize quickly situations and adapt to them more rapidly than his opponent. His indomitable will to win means he won't relinquish his state crown or his winning streak without an all out war.

Avery Zerkle may not have reached the state placement level as soon a Knupp, but once there he has blazed with nearly the same intensity. A state qualifier as a sophomore he was 34-1 last year and defeated an outstanding field (including Fickell and Funk) to take his first state title. Zerkle is a tall, rangy, athletic looking competitor who has been even better this year -- not having been challenged all year. He now has gone almost two years with a single loss primarily because of extraordinary takedown success that flows from exceptional quickness and aggressiveness.

The final outcome?  Well, I'm amazed at the number of people who have begun to lean toward Zerkle. Knupp's recent knee problem, the fact that Walsh almost never wrestles in this area, and Zerkle's rapid progress have all been seen as factors that favor his eventual victory. Clearly, I don't see it that way. Zerkle is very good, but Knupp will win because he'll match him on his feet and, I believe, dominate him on the mat. He'll wear Zerkle down and score heavily at the end. One can only hope that the gods of pairing (possibly with human guidance) make sure that this bout occurs in the state finals. Somehow a pair of defending state champs deserve a pairings configuration .that puts them in separate half-brackets. It is interesting to note that Knupp signed with Penn State while Zerkle will attend Lock Haven -- both, for the geographically challenged, in Pennsylvania.

Despite the impression left by the long preamble the rest of the field is not irrelevant. The Firestone District is strong and should the pairing gods turn evil the second and third finishers have the opportunity to be finalists. The best of the varied group is Corrigan who during the second half of last year made a quantum jump in effectiveness. He ended up beating eventual state runner-up McFarland in overtime for the district title and the after a semi-final loss to Didion captured a fourth place medal. He has three major tourney titles along with a second at Kenston (losing to WIllis), but the big junior doesn't quite seem "to have it all together" yet. I think there is a higher gear that he hasn't hit so far this year. He'll need to get there to place again. O'Brien and Nezbeth both had tough luck at last yea(s district -- O'Brien with an injury and Nezbeth failing to reach Wright State by a single point. O'Brien lost to Corrigan, 6-5, at the Western Reserve. I've got Bloomfield penciled in for the fifth spot, but the sophomore Hampton is a real threat as are Preseren and, perhaps, Storm (Fairview Park).

Two returning state qualifiers dominate at Steubenville. Donehue has already reached States three times with last year being the charm as he gained a fifth place award. This year he was unchallenged in his own area and was as strong fourth at Alliance. Spruell was outstanding at Medina reaching the finals with four wins – none closer than 12-5. However, he was no match for Zerkle who was ahead by 13 points when he got the fall. Both, however, have good placement potential.

Zerkle, of course, is untouchable at Wilmington with McEvoy and Williams well behind him in the hunt for the last two qualifying berths. Burton, Harshbarger, and Hart are other potential players in what promises to be a spirited battle for the two other state opportunities. Interestingly both Williams and Hart are just sophomores indicating future strength in the upper weight classes. McEvoy might be one to specially watch after his 12-3 win over the excellent Matiyow (Lebanon) at Beavercreak.

As always seems to be the case there is substantial uncertainty about how events will unfold at Marion. About the only sure conclusion is that the best any of the group can hope for is a low state place. Kuhns, the big junior grabbed a fifth spot at Marion last year at this weight, but quickly lost twice at Wright State. This year he won at Bellevue and Oak Harbor and dropped a 6-5 decision to O'Brien at Avon Lake. Wensink and Nickle both certified at 189# for Perkins, but Wensink has wrestled every bout at 189# so I will rate them as they have competed all year. And for Wensink it's been quite a year with a title at Galion and runner-up finishes at the SBG Duals, Toledo St. John, and Tiffin. Wythe, Tyrell, and Pertner have the inside track for the last three spots with Verhoff, Doty, and Henson able competition. 
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PROJECTED CHAMPION:'VIKTER SVEDA (WALSH) TOP CONTENDERS

2. Mathisen (Avon Lake)

3. Fafrak (Twinsburg)

4. Kania (Oak Harbor)

5. Weilbacher (Columbus DeSales) 

6. Carreon (Edison Local)

7. R. Allen (Springfield Shawnee) 
8. Priestas (Milan Edison)

9. Schuckman (Purcell)

10. Williams (St. Marys Memorial) 
11. Boyuk (Indian Creek)

12. Nickle (Perkins)

13. Shumate (Galion)

14. Mohner (NDCl)

15. Mackeever (Bucyrus)

16. Wofford (Conneaut)

17. Knaack (Bay)

18. Culver (Sheridan) 
19. Sechrest (Bellaire)

20. Deluca (Bellevue)

21. Ashburn (Perry)

22. Uhl (Graham)

23. Lazarus (Canal Fulton NW) 
24. Boyd (Northridge)

25. Winters (Vincent Warren) 
26. Budd (Philo)

27. Jones (Chaminade-Julienne)

The symbology surrounding a warrior is a powerful one that has taken root in virtually every civilized society since the dawn of time. The belief that subordination of the individual spirit and the family to the needs of battle has emerged time and again down through the ages. Nowhere was this more clearly delineated than by the Spartans in the fifth century before Christ. Only physically perfect boys were allowed to live and at seven were taken from their families to be trained and toughened in military school that lasted until the age of 20. The next ten years they lived in barracks and at the end of that time became a full citizen. Even after that they dined each night in cadres of fifteen on black soup that appalled the other Greeks. The system was designed to produce men whose physical powers; training, and discipline made them the best in the world. They created, at least in part, the mystique of the warrior.

Such a philosophy lives today and we observe it in may phases of life -- and wrestling is not exempt look at the Banach brothers or the Brands twins and you realize that Iowa has created an image of toughness and mental discipline that succeeds. Vikter Sveda fits the mold of that wrestling warrior whose goal is simply being the best. On a team of great champions he has, in two short years, joined that elite group by outworking everyone else. And on the mat that work and discipline are channeled into a focused effort to excel.

By the onset of the state tourney process last year Sveda had improved such that he and Sean Salmon looked to be superior to an excellent field of 171-pounders. At the murderous Garfield Sectional Sveda beat Greenspan by five points and Vanni by 12 in the last two rounds. Then after two quick district falls he met Greenspan again. In one of the most intense and riveting bouts of the year Greenspan with a heroic effort broke an 8-8 tie by pinning Vanni with eight seconds remaining. Both boys were totally spent, and Sveda could not come back 60 minutes later to beat Vanni losing 6-5. Redoubling his effort Sveda earned a place on the United States junior team that competed in Russia. This year he was undefeated and unchallenged going into Alliance where he extended his pin steak to 21 before the excellent Faunda went the distance losing 10-5. Then Graham wrestling the match of his life forced an overtime but Sveda quickly got the winning takedown. The #1 ranked 215-pounder in the country remains undefeated and the favorite at this weight class.

One of the most eagerly anticipated bouts during the tourneys will be the Sveda-Mathisen match-up -- which is likely to take place at both the district and state level. Mathisen is also very good. He is a two-time state qualifier who has stepped up to 215# with a vengeance. Totally undefeated he opened a lot of eyes when he shocked defending Division I state champ Ed Lynch in the Brunswick Final 11-6. Just two weeks earlier Bill Barger and I had watched Lynch tear up a good Solon field with such raw power that he seemed almost unbeatable. Mathisen showed what strategy and execution could do, but beating Sveda will not be easy. Fafrak was fourth at this weight last year ~nd has won three major tourneys losing only at Solon to Lynch. He'll have serious trouble with the top duo, but should continue to do well against everyone else. There is a big fall-off after this with Mohner and Wofford, perhaps, next best. However Knaack, Ashburn, Lazarus, Ritzman (Norton) and Zakrajsek (Highland) have a perfect opportunity to qualify as well. While the spectators will be anticipating a Lynch/Mathisen confrontation, there'll be terrific competition by the rest of the field.

Every district seems strong and deep at this weight class, but none more so than at Marion. While I don't perceive a Sveda or Mathisen challenge in the group there are' at least ten solid participants. I think Kania may be the best of this group has .he . continues to perform at a constantly rising level. Weilbacher beat Mohner 19-11 at the GIT an took third at Alliance beating Faunda 5-4. Both should place. Now it gets very complicated. Priestas who failed to get out of his sectional last year has had a hot hand beating Nickle, for example, 18-1. Watch for him. That leaves state qualifiers Williams, Mackeever, and Shumate unaccounted for, but each has a perceived flaw. The first wrestles a less-than-robust schedule. The middle one continues to wrestle on the edge of defeat, and the last has been injured for virtually the entire year. Nickle is an odd case winning at both Tiffin and Toledo St. Johns in fine style, and then having an off day at the SBG Duals (losing to Priestas 18-1 and Kania 9-5). Watch for him to bounce back. That leaves DeLuca, Hite (Big Walnut), Bidlack (Paulding) and Gerdeman (Napoleon) with little hope of qualification.

There are also more good wrestlers than available state spots at Steubenville. District champ Carreon also won at Medina this year taking two nail biting overtime bouts. Fafrak beat him by eight points last year, but it will be a lot closer this year. Boyuk and Culver are also returning state qualifiers while Sechrest is very strong. Boyuk pinned Jackson to win at Richmond Hts. and he will be a threat to all but the top pair. Besides those listed Villwock (Claymont), Rollince West Holmes) and Queen (Circleville) deserve mention.

Allen and Schuckman stand out at Wilmingon. In one of those quirks of fate

Allen beat Schuckman by five in the district quarter-final but stayed at home as Schuckman still qualified and he didn't. Allen is currently at 22-1 including a big win over state qualifier Williams. Allen is also the Junior Ohio State Karate champion which again shows the value of cross-discipline defensive training. Schuckman ended up fifth at Wright State beating among others, Shumate and Mackeever. This year he won the SWOCA. His only loss was to Weilbacher at the CIT. The remaining spot is wide open.

HVY.

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JOHN KELLEY (COLUMBUS DESALES)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Jones (South Point)

3. Wolford (Licking Valley) 
4. Young (Springfield Shawnee)

5. Benner (Van Wert)

6. Deaton (Franklin)

7. Foreman (New Lexington)

8. Nicholson (Louisville)

9. Orefice (Normandy)

10. Caramell (Bay)

11. Brown (Ashtabula Harbor) 
12. Sours (West Holmes)

13. Poe (Bellaire)

14. Hallett (Coventry)

15. Anderson (Clyde) 
16. Williams (Purcell)

17. Fabian (Oak Harbor)

18. Poulin/Kutscher (Lake Catholic) 
19. Heskett (St. Clairsville)

20. Welch (Eaton)

21. Grant (Bellevue)

22. Cook (Wilmington)

23. Webb (Hamilton Twp.)

24. Sotirovich (Girard) 
25. Ehasz (Firelands)

I had a streak of five straight winners at heavyweight until I got mixed up with John Kelley in the field of forecasting. Three years ago he was a fabulous freshman heavyweight who collected over 40 victories and a fifth place state finish. His sophomore year I chose him to take the title, but it came to a bad end with Kelley finishing fifth again. Then last year he put together a perfect record, but I had this brainstorm that Pence would be too quick for him so I chose against Kelley -- which apparently aggravated him since he had already beaten Pence once -- and Kelley took the title pummeling Pence 7-0 in the finals. This year not wanting to tempt fate by aggravating Kelley again I've gone back to Plan A and anticipate his winning a second state title. This despite the fact that he has lost three times (all to Division I opponents by one point). Kelley is 270# of power who gives up very few points to the opposition. With a great defense his scoring takes on added significance setting up opponent's mistakes as they try to catch up. This year when it comes to crunch time (no pun intended) Kelley has the size, strength, and experience to win.

Kelley's only close bout at Wright State was to the equally mountainous Jones who is already a two-time state qualifier. After his one-point quarter final loss to Kelley, Jones ended up a strong fourth with four victories. Again, South Point wrestles a totally transparent schedule for me, and since they send me nothing I have only the vague idea that Jones continues to perform well this year. State qualifier Foreman will also exit Steubenville with Jones and he placed a solid fifth at Medina losing to Busdeker and Turner. The third spot will be a real battle. Sours is much better this year, but district fourth place finisher also returns as does Heskett. Pairings will playa major role here but the bottom three are good enough that the top pair is not invulnerable.

Wolford is a very aggressive heavyweight who should earn the advantage of being away from Kelley at the state meet. Last year Wolford has four district falls losing only to Kelly in 55 seconds. He then won two bouts at the state meet to get sixth. This year he has already won four tourneys losing only to Division I, Shawn Jones. State qualifier Benner missed placement by one bout last year. He has been an active and successful performer in the Northwest with titles at, for example, Marion Harding. Anderson, Grant, and Fabian should lead the change for the last two spots with Webb and Oehlers (Wauseon) also contenders. As many as three from this district could place.
The Firestone District is uncharacteristically weak at this class with no returning state places and only one former state qualifier. I believe the top quintet of Nicholson, Orefice, Caramell, Brown and Hallett are all very closely matched and their battles could swing more on the vagaries of chance than anything else. Nicholson failed to reach the district level last year -- but his runner-up finish to Jones at Wadsworth and the only other Division II heavy besides Kelley to place at Alliance suggests he may be marginally the best. State qualifier Brown is also good, but does not wrestle a challenging schedule.

There are two returning state qualifiers at WIlmington with Young the favorite after pinning Deaton in last year's district finals. Both have placement position, but Deaton has to draw the right kind of opponents to be successful. WIlliams, Welch and Cook are all good and Deaton, in particular, may face very stiff competition. Davis (Monroe), and Kave (Urbana) also could playa role here.
DIVISION II 

TEAMS

1. Walsh Jesuit -- In the last seven years Walsh has captured five state titles and two runner-up trophies in Division I, and have won four team titles in a row. They join the Division II ranks just as that classification has peaked to create a fabulous competition. Walsh has one of their greatest teams, but they have struggled to get them all in the line-up together. As it is, their fine 125-pounder Steve Forsyth will be out for the remainder of the year. Still they have a sensational quartet of superstars in Knupp, Heskett, Marchette, and Sveda to team with the newly outstanding Byers and Mitchell. That could be six state champs. Add in Rawlings and Daugherty and it's quite a team. Only eight Division II teams have scored over 100 points (Coventry four times, Chanel twice, Highland and DeSales) with the 1978 Coventry team holding the team record of 158 1/2 points (when there were only 13 weight classes). Walsh already holds the Division I mark and have a solid chance of capturing this one as well.

2. St. Paris Graham -- This team will score enough points to win in any normal year. The fabulous sophomores Morgan and Zerkle are defending state champs while Hess, Schlaegel, Lensman, and Fullerton have previous state experience. Factor in the excellent transfer DeMarco and the sophomore Knull and 100 points is not out of reach.

3. Twinsburg -- Last year's state runner-ups still have plenty of firepower. Corrigan, Marder, Novario, and Fafrak are returning qualifiers (three of whom placed) while Michalek, Mihalko, Hegedish, and Brooks are all solid. The key is getting enough people through that brutal Firestone District.

4. Lake Catholic -- There are three potentia! state: finalists on this team in the Becks brothers and Simmons. The real issue is where will the rest of the scoring come from. Trivisonno, 'Nicola, Brunetti, Savelli, Preseren, and Poulin are all very good, but it will be difficult just to get to Wright State.

5. Coventry -- Another team with three potentially big point scores in Adkins, Tompkins, and McClanahan searching for others who can contribute. Again, like Lake Catholic they have a number of solid performers like Hopkins, Biel, Benedum, and Hallett, who will need to be in top form to have any chance of getting through Firestone.

6. Ravenna Southeast -- This is a team with four potentional state scorers including a potential finalist in Shamblin. Bartley has looked very consistent, but Pastva and Mason are slightly suspect despite some excellent performances. If Kemble and Dunfee can help they could go as high as third.

7. Columbus DeSales -- Most of their points will come at the end of the lineup with defending state champion Kelley, Weilbacher, and Preston. After that their hopes will be pinned on Pusateri, Pilkington, Fox, and Rooney. Only Pusateri has any reasonable expectation of state scoring.

8. Ravenna - This is a team that has the potential to explode into the top three with just the right chemistry. Holmes is terrific and Hayes and Coe join him to create a formidable opening threesome. After that, though, there are a lot of question marks. Edwards, Young, Hampton, Priebe, and Kline look more like district wrestlers than state point scorers.

9. Chardon -- This is pretty much a three person team, but they can score at a high level. Anderson, Sanner, and Tomaso are all past state place winners who should do very well this year. After that, however, there is no real hope of additional points.

10. Milan Edison -- This is another team with fine middle weights in Springer, Gammie, DeLamatre, Wobser, and Veliz. Even allowing for the inevitable skrinkage there should be 30 to 40 points there. If Priestas stays hot they could move forward several places.

11. Buckev Local-- Doyle is the linchpin of this team, but they should get some quantity as well through that relatively easy district. The best candidates ar!3 Bigelow, LaMotte, and perhaps, Roe.

12. Fairview Park -- Coach Clay Burkhart always has at least a couple of outstanding performers and Legarth and Burger are this year's duo. However, where they'll get additional support is still problematical.
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