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DIVISION III

No team has repeated in Division III since Richmond Hts. accomplished that feat in 1983 and 1984. Last year Delta missed duplicating their 1996 triumph by only four points in the closest team finish since 1994. Last year also marked the first time that the Central District failed to have an individual champ since the inauguration of division III back in 1976 - and, in fact, did not even have a finalist. As in Division I, it was also a banner year in terms of my forecasts with 11 correct predictions and either second or third choices winning the other three weight classes. .

103#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: DEAN FAZIO (MANCHESTER) TOP CONTENDERS

2. Lester (CVCA)

3. Lorenz (Grandview Hts.)

4. Ongalibang (River Valley)

5. Pressler (Margaretta)

6. S. Finneran (Sandusky St. Mary)

7. Stanek (Chanel)

8. Bright (Dixie)

9. Hockenberry (Northwood) 

10. Hochwalt (Oakwood)

11. Coljohn (Independence)

12. Wilds (North Union)

13. Webb (Ayresville)

14. Stevens (Hillsdale)

15. Harmeyer (Reading)

16. McDowell (Jonathan Alder) 

17. Shaddow (Chagrin Falls) 

18. Sharrits (Delphos ST. John) 

19. Francis (Barnesville)

20. Magoteaux (Versailles)

21. J. Smith (Cory-Rawson) 

22. Parsons (Loudonville) 

23. Aring (Eastwood)

24. Fernandez (Elyria Catholic) 

25. Scott (Williamsburg) 

26. Kirtley (Streetsboro)

I think it's strictly a two-man contest between Fazio and Lester, with Lorenz possibly able to play an ancillary role in the final outcome. Fazio, now a junior, was third in the State last year at this weight class losing only to Jesse 7-5 in the semi-finals. He campaigned much of this year at 112# finishing third in the MIT there (including a 2-1 win over Jesse). I'm guessing it's a reasonably tough cut, but Fazio is a big 103 pounder. Lester, only a freshman, is a prodigy. He is small for the weight, but he just flows from one move to the next and he has a genius for balance -- it's so natural, effortless. In his first varsity tournament, Lester won the lronman and then the next week won at Hudson -- defeating returning Division I state qualifier Varga 10-1 in the finals. At the MIT he cruised into the finals before losing to my Division II choice Hayes 8-6 in a bout that could well have gone the other way. At the Dies, Lester whipped Fazio in the finals 5-2 for yet another tourney title. They will meet, very likely, at the sectional, district and probably the state finals. Lester has won round one, but I think in the end Fazio will win the war on superior size and a readier acclimation to Lester's style. But make no mistake, Harry Lester will, before he's through; leave an indelible mark on Ohio high school wrestling.

The rest of the Elyria Catholic District is unlikely to give the top duo a real battle. The one exception might be the freshman Stanek who was third at Solon and won handily at Wadsworth and Troy. I'll be interested to see how he matches up with Lester. The remainder of those rated may, in reality, if Stanek is as good as I believe, be contesting for only one state berth.

Lorenz was sixth at this weight last year after winning what is now the Marion District. Fazio pinned him in the quarter-finals, but he did win three state bouts. He has won several small tourneys, but didn't place at the MIT losing two tough overtime bouts to Laughlin and Purcell. He had three close battles in winning this district last year, but it won't be nearly that tough this year -- except against Ongalibang. This is a wrestler who has been consistently strong all year and has good upside potential over his already high rating., Wilds and McDowell would be my other two choices to qualify which would shut out the Eastern District portion of the tournament unless Francis can pull an upset. Jesse Shirley (Northmor) has district capabilities at this weight class and would be only the second young lady to qualify for district action in Ohio.

Two state qualifiers return at this weight class at Xenia. Bright, a two-time state qualifier, had a terrible draw last year catching Fazio first (losing 8-2) and then hitting Lorenz in the first consolation round (losing 7-4). Winning a district title should help this year. Bright, much to his credit, entered the MIT and won two bouts. Hochwalt, also a state qualifier, has had an excellent year as well and should return to Wright State. Harmeyer has had a great year for Reading and should battle with Magoteaux for the last berth.

Usually the Fostoria District is loaded at this class, but it hasn't happened this year. Pressler and Finneran look to be best and probably in line for a middle to low place. Pressler has had a big year for Margaretta winning at Oak Harbor and Edison, and finishing third at Marion Harding where Ongalibang defeated him 13-5. Last year, Sean M. Finneran qualified at this weight class for Sandusky St. Mary, but he is now at 125# and this is Sean J. Finneran -- anything to confuse me. Anyway, this Finneran is also excellent and will battle Pressler for the top spot. At the SBC Duals, Pressler won their individual battle 7-6. Hockenberry won the Sylvania Southview in handsome style at 103#, but has been at 112# much of the year. He will be in the same crowded sectional as Finneran and Pressler. The other two qualifiers will probably not have a long shelf life at Wright State.

112#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TRISTAN BOYD (LIMA CENTRAL CATHOLIC) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Allega (Independence)

3. Jesse (Hopewell-Loudon)

4. Stultz (Delta)

5. D. Opfer (Sandusky St. Mary)

 6. Sibrel (Lakota)

7. Evans (Jonathan Alder)

8. Adler (Beachwood)

9. Clum (Northmor)

10. Schultz (Brookville) 

11. A. Roush (Mohawk)

12. Wytko (Jackson Milton)

13. Brooks (Cadiz)

14. R. Opichka (Madeira)

15 Fields (Summit Country Day)

16. Tardiff (Woodridge)

17. O'Grady (Shadyside)

18. Gebura (Black River)

19. Curnes (Martins Ferry)

20. Kleman (Bluffton)

21. Day (Preble Shawnee)

22. Kuchta (Streetsboro) 

23. Cusick (River Valley)

24. Flora (Mechanicsburg)

25. Smilek (CVCA)

I'm not sure I've ever been more puzzled by a weight class. There are so many unanswered questions, and in the limited time available so little relevant data on which to answer them. Questions like, (a) can Boyd perform at peak levels for three weekends at 112# after being at 119# and 125# all year?, (b) will we see the fabulous freshman Drew Opfer at this weight or will it be his two-time state champion brother Jared?, (c) What can we expect from Brian Stultz now that he is wrestling at his optimal weight?, (d) how will last year's two state finalists Allega and Jesse compete against a new top trio of challengers? Quite honestly I do not know the answer to any of these questions, and because of that cannot really provide fact-based rankings to the extent that occurs at most other weight classes.

The choice of Boyd is predicated on an affirmative answer to the first of the questions that I posed. He was state runner-up to Jared Opfer at 103# two years ago and then last year lost to Opfer in the semi-finals at 112# and placed third -- in spite of nagging injury problems. This year he has been sensational -- winning the CIT, the "A” Classic and Van Buren while finishing second at the GMVWA -- all at weights of 119# or 125#. Two years ago at 103# he did defeat Allega 3-1 in the state semi-finals.

Both Drew and Jared Opfer have certified at 112#, but I'm guessing we will see the younger brother, Drew, at this weight class. He is a little bigger and more

aggressive than his older brother and has compiled a great record in his freshman year. I was particularly impressed with his 12-6 dismantling of the excellent Josh Quick and his 2-1 win over Townsley in the SBC Duals. If Jared competes here, of course, then all bets on Boyd are off.

Stultz chose to compete at 119# last year at tourney time rather than at the far more optimal 1 03#. He still managed state qualification at the higher weight class, but did not score at the state level. This year at 112# he won at the GMVWA and Perrysburg while finishing second at the Top Gun. My guess is that he will be exceptional at this weight during the tourney process.

Allega and Jesse have both had great seasons, but not overpowering ones. Jesse won all his usual fare of smaller tourneys, but was fourth at the MIT losing close bouts to Spires and Fazio. Somehow, he always seems very aggressive against opponents he perceives as weaker, but rather defensive against the better boys. He needs to trust his substantial abilities if he is to win at 112# this year. Allega, the canny veteran, continues to react well to moving up to 112#. He won against Division I state placer Saley at Brecksville, and continues to dominate weaker opposition. His 13-11 overtime win over Adler was a tribute to his comeback abilities.

The Fostoria District will be a real donnybrook -- five of the top six ranked individuals will compete there and state qualifier Roush and state alternate Kleman also return. The pairings should be good with Stultz, Opfer, Boyd and Jesse exiting different sectionals. Sibrel was fifth at 103# last year for Lakota, but will compete for Elmwood this year. Even with his state placement I'm not sure he can compete with my top quartet. Besides Roush and Kleman, one can also anticipate some victories from

Grime (Archbold), Studer (Edgerton), Moore (Columbus Grove) and S. Smith (Cory Rawson), but it's difficult to believe that they can compete with the top group.

Allega has a far easier district. Adler, of course, will be back to try and win the next one with the state champion, while state qualifier Wytko will also return. I've listed four others including the young Smilek who would be a top 103# challenger except for the sensational Lester. Nonetheless, Allega should be a high probability choice here based on a state third two years ago and his state title last year. In terms of present competition, he defeated Sibrel1 0-7 and Jesse 6-2 on his route to the state title. Also to be heard from are Horne (Grand Valley), Rentz (Tuslaw), Tompkins (Mogadore) and Davis (Chagrin Falls).

State qualifiers Schultz and Fields return at Xenia, but the latter may have been overtaken by the younger Opichka. They should be the favored trio for the three berths at state with Day, Flora, and Kelch (Batavia) long-shot possibilities. Schultz, a defending district champion, lost a close first-round but to Gondollast year, but then was hammered by Evans in the consolations. Fields got a tough draw losing to Carrizales and Davis. State alternate Opichka was third at Madeira behind Fields and Brock - both state qualifiers.

119#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: JARED OPFER (SANDUSKY ST. MARY)

 TOP CONTENDERS

2. Carrizales (Delta)

3. Hughes (Black River)

4. Simcoe (Johnstown Northridge) 

5. Lowery / West (Lakota)

6. Jordan (Independence)

7. Woodby (Monroe Central)

8. Perry (Brookville)

9. Borjas (Genoa)

10. Hackney (Wellsville)

11. Thompson (Bethel Tate)

12. C. Coffman (Grandview Hts.) 

13. Krokos (Columbia Station) 

14. Donahue (Bellaire St. John)

15. Ware (Martins Ferry)

16. Gondol (Jackson Milton)

17. McDivitt (Cardinal)

18. Dues (Verailles)

19. Klimak (Streetsboro)

20. Fedeli (Lima Catholic Central) 

21. B. Gleckler (Evergreen)

22. Miller (Beachwood)

23. Weible (Tinora)

24. Engle (Reading)

25. Maurice (West Liberty Salem) 

26. Crisp (Elyria Catholic)

27. Tokarsky (Summit Country Day)

Two-time state champion Jared Opfer will likely be at this weight class looking to take home a third state title in only his junior year. Often after a wrestler has won his first two years it starts to get easier, but Opfer faces a strong field this year. Thinking briefly about it, I could remember only one wrestler in Ohio who won state titles as a freshman and a sophomore -- and didn't win four. That was Clint Musser, who never backed down from a challenge, and while it may have cost him a state title, it's also what made him great. As a freshman wrestler in his second varsity tournament, he told me his goal was to win four state titles -- and he nearly did it. After winning the first two he was determined to challenge defending state champion Jonathan Vaughn at 135#. Frankly, Musser was outsized and in his four bouts with Vaughn won only one -- and that was not in the state finals. Vaughn was just too good on the mat.

Anyway Opfer has put together a pair of 47-win seasons (against three total losses) on his way to two state titles. This year he has been equally good putting

'C' together an undefeated season - although not against a particularly high caliber of

"; opposition -- which could cost him down the road. He wrestles a conservative, error-free style that grinds down opponents and grinds out victories in record numbers. His long-time rival for the third consecutive year will be Anthony Carrizales. They met in the district semi-finals two years ago at 103# with Carrizales winning, but Opfer then defeated him 9-7 in overtime in the state semi-finals, and then twice more last year in the district and state finals (9-5 and 4-3). But make no mistake, Carrizales is very good and easily capable of evening up their individual record this year. Last year he had only one other close bout in this 12 tournament bouts (against Zach Davis) and can dominate. This year his only losses were to Wilcox and Peretti at the GMWJA and Top Gun respectively. The rest of this district is well behind this top duo. One interesting contretemps is at Lakota where recent transfer Justin West and state fourth place finisher Jared Lowrey will wrestle off at this weight class -- the loser to go at either 125# or 130#.

The only other wrestler that I believe has any significant winning chances against my top duo is state runner-up Joe Hughes. Last year he lost to Burnett in both the district and state finals on his way to a second place medal. Two years ago he extended Carrizales into overtime in the state quarter-finals before losing. An exceptional mat wrestler, he has fashioned another great season and should dominate at Elyria Catholic. There are a lot of state possibilities behind him. Returning are state qualifiers McDivitt, Gonda! and Jordan -- all of whom could qualify once more.

However, Klimak, Krokos and Miller have made giant strides and are on a roughly equivalent plane. Krokos, for example, defeated state quarter-finalist Jordan 3-1 in a recent dual meet. Besides those ranked there is a lengthy list of good candidates including Ketchum (Wellington), Burnett (Chargin Falls), Presti (Aurora) and Jackson (Tuslaw).

It's even more crowded at Marion. I have 13 names on my current list looking at only four qualification opportunities. State qualifier Simcoe heads this group based not only on a great 1997-98 season, but on last year's performance as well. He was district runner-up at this weight to state placer Geiger and won two state bouts losing only to Burnett and three-time state placer Schmidt. Also back are state qualifiers Woodby, Ware and Donahue, but none are guaranteed a state berth at this log-jammed district. Woodby wrestles for a very small school, but has consistently excellent results. He was a one point loser in the OVAC semi-finals and placed third ahead of Ware. Donahue and Ware have battled all year and will probably again do so at this district. Hackney is a real strong prospect here coming off a runner-up finish at the OVAC where he pinned' O'Donahue. Coffman was at 125# last year, but has switched weights with his brother and had a fine season. He lost both his district bouts at 125# last year by a single point. I also like Long (Pleasant) as a potential dark horse candidate based on his recent performance.

At Xenia, Thompson and Perry are nominal leaders at this class, but they face stiff competition. Thompson was in Division II last year where he was the state alternate at 112# losing to the excellent Ray in the go-to-state bout. Right with him is state qualifier Bob Perry who won his first state bout but then lost twice, including a 11-10 heartbreaker in the first consolation round. Dues might be third best, but the freshman Engle in rapidly closing in. If he doesn't make it this year, it will be the last time he fails to qualify.

125#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BRIAN HAIMERL (READY)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Davis (Loudonville)

3. Bein (Batavia)

4. Formanek (Aurora)

5. N. Coffman (Grandview Hts.)

6. Lowery I West (Lakota)

7. Richards (Columbia Station)

8. S. Roth (Martins Ferry)

9. Lejeune (Fremont St. Joseph)

10. Cecil (Elyria Catholic)

11. Welly (Mohawk)

12. Tomaino (Jackson-Milton)

13. S. M. Finneran (Sandusky ST. Mary)

14. Griffith (West Liberty Salem)

15. Hartson (Northmor) 

16. B. Opichka (Madeira) 

17. Campbell (Ontario) 

18. Hundley (Dixie)

19. Schaefer (Chanel)

 20. Bittinger (Cadiz)

21. Ranker (Seneca East) 

22. Plank (Triad)

23. Gerwin (Eastwood) 

24. Dowler (Black River) 

25. Wyse (Evergreen) 

26. Glasser (Shadyside) 

27. Bellamy (Monroeville)

There are a number of outstanding candidates at 125# - all of whom have outstanding credentials throughout a long and productive career. The top four are all seniors, but nipping at their heels is a nice mix of sophomores and juniors. It may not quite have the firepower of the marvelous competition that this weight class had last year, but it should contain some of the better competition in Division III.

My choice is the outstanding senior Brian Haimerl, who has had an exceptional career at Bishop Ready. Already a two-time state qualifier, he was fifth two years ago at 103#. This year he upset the highly regarded Luke Spencer to win at Ready and tore through the CIT field in impressive fashion with his closest bout a 10-1 win over
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Trivisonno. He was fourth at Top Gun losing a semi-final bout to Division II state champ Kevin Maehl.

Davis is one of his two principal challengers. Last year he came into the Elyria , Catholic at 32-0 and lost a first-round thriller 8-6. Pulled back into the competition, he finished fourth and barely qualified. Then at Wright State he caught a surprised Haimerl in the first round at won 10-8. He ended up sixth -nursing a nagging injury. This year he challenged Ratliff in the 125-pound final at the Gorman and lost narrowly 8-5. Other than that he is again undefeated.

Bein is already a three-time state qualifier with two fourth place finishes at 119#. He has lost twice in the state semi-finals -- two years ago to potential three-time champ Clark Forward 6-5, and last year to potential three-time champ Scott Burnett. He is also the only wrestler to defeat Justin ,WIlcox outside the state meet - winning at the

SWOCA last year.

Haimerl will have solid competition at Marion. State qualifiers Coffman and Roth are both solid performers who have performed well this year. However, Bein beat Coffman 12-0 at the MIT for third place while Roth lost to Spencer in the OVAC finals. Hartson is a marginal fourth choice here with Bittinger, Glasser, Jellison (Union Local) and Thiel (Ridgedale) as other possibilities.

Bein should have little trouble at Xenia. While I anticipate that some of the 119s at that crowded weight class may move to 125#, none are capable of challenging Bein. In fact, it's difficult to see how either of the other two challengers would have much chance of winning more than a single bout at Wright State.

The field at Elyria Catholic, however, is strong and deep and all four qualifiers will have placement potential. State qualifier Formanek shut out Lejeune in the first round at Wright State last year, but then lost two bouts. This year he has wrestled at three different weight classes with good success. He won at Hudson (at 130#), at Aurora (130#), at Clyde (125#), but finished sixth at Brecksville (130#). Richards was the 112# district champ last year and then won his first two state bouts before losing to Carrizales and Lowery to finish fifth. Incidentally he defeated Davis 2-1 in the bout. He has not been quite as effective so far at 125#, but it must be remembered he finished last year with a rush. Cecil, another former state qualifier, got caughtup in that brutal 125# weight class and did not qualify last year. This year he upset Division I state runner-up Dugan Bentley to win at Tiffin and get the Outstanding Wrestler Award. He also won at Avon Lake, but was sixth at the CIT. Making 125# may be an enervating task for him. That leaves another state qualifier, Tomaino, in the fifth spot (a non-qualifying one), but he is certainly capable of defeating any of the above without it being called an upset.

There are four returning state qualifiers at Fostoria, but they do not match up well with my top group. A possible exception is Lowery Who, after a district fifth place finish at 112# last year, went on to finish fourth at Wright State defeating Roth and Richards in the process. This year he has been a consistent placer, but did lose at this weight class to state qualifier Lejeune at Van Buren. He and his coaching staff will have a tough choice to make on whether to compete here or at 119#. State qualifiers Sean M. Finneran and Ranker are also rated, but I see a wide-open competition here. Besides those ranked, also watch for G. Smith (Cory-Rawson), Weidenhamer (Ayresville) and Clemens (Lima Central Catholic). My view is that any of the five qualifiers, given a hot weekend, could garner a low place at states

130#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: SCOTT BURNETT (ELYRIA CATHOLIC) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Geiger (Westfall)

3. Simok (Northwood)

4. Eichhorn (Miami East)

5. Coleman (Calvert)

6. Honaker (Jonathan Alder) 

7. Dean (Genoa)

8. Shipman (Cardinal)

9. Fink (Aurora)

10. Weller (lakota)

11. Dembinski (Ready)

12. Clem (West Liberty Salem) 

13. Roush (Mohawk)

14. Pratt (Shadyside)

15. Peyton (Rootstown)

16. K. Roth (Martins Ferry) 

17. Kerr (Mapleton)

18. Hoehn (Delphos ST. John) 

19. Deluca (Oakwood)

20. Setmire (Evergreen)

21. Gregg (Triad)

22. long (Wellsville)

23.. V. Davis (loudonville)

 24. Walters (Preble Shawnee) 

25. Coleman (Hartley)

26. Lang (Waterford)

I'm not sure how many Ohio wrestlers have won 100 consecutive bouts, but the number is certainly in the low single digits. Until the late 1960's, generally shorter schedules and three year eligibility made it impossible to wrestle 100 bouts in a total career. Tom Milkovich, who was undefeated in high school, finished with precisely 100 wins.

As you read this, Scott Burnett will probably have joined that select group having entered this season with 77 consecutive victories and maintained that pace with wins at Avon Lake, Tiffin and the CIT. Should all go as anticipated, he would conclude his brilliant career with about 115 consecutive victories and an overall record of 152-4. He would end up with three state titles and a fifth his freshmen year.

Still Burnett would probably have higher visibility had some potential dream match-ups occurred. This year who wouldn't have loved to seen a Burnett-Kulczycki clash at the lronman or the CIT, and sensational pairings like Brad Byers or Brian Legarth last year at 119# would have been a season highlight. Somehow the vagaries of scheduling made these impossible, but it does provide a fertile ground for speculation.

Ironically, this has not been a successful weight class for Northeast District wrestlers. Since 1984 only one state champion has emerged from the Cleveland area (Anthony Ralph), but Burnett is a.solid choice to overwhelm that small piece of history.

Burnett should have little trouble winning his third district title. Shipman and Fink are solid journeymen wrestlers, but they cannot go with Burnett on their feet. Shipman missed state qualification by one point last year and has wrestled often at 135# this year. Fink is probably best known for upsetting state champion Roger Merrell last year and has had a strong performance season in 1997-98. He was, for example, a finalist at 135# at Brecksville.

Geiger was fourth two years ago at 112# and is a two-time district champ. Last year he lost in the state quarter-finals, however, and did not place. He could easily be a finalist if he draws away from Burnett. He is excellent in the top position. Honaker is, I believe, certified at 125#, but this would seem to have more margin for error at the district level and more upside potential at Wright State. He was one match from state qualification last year and has won at Alder, North Union and West Jefferson this year. The last two qualification spots are wide open, although I believe Dembinski should be favored for one of them. Jason Jefferis (Barnesville), who probably would have been ranked, has not wrestled recently and may be injured.

Two-time state qualifier Simok has moved up three weight classes and has had a tremendous year. He defeated state placer Lowery 15-2 to win at Northwood and then crushed Setmire 11-2 to win at Sylvania Southview. It continued at the Mackey where he pinned in the finals. He has never won at Wright State, always going one bout and out. He'll be challenged by another two-time state' qualifier in Coleman, who has also been a first-round loser in both Wright State appearances. Last year he was a district champion, but got one of those illogical draws meeting the fifth place finisher from his own district (Turnbaugh) and losing in overtime. State qualifiers Weller and Dean -- also first-round losers -- return as does state alternate Roush. The competition below them is good enough so that one of this top five will probably not get out of this district.

Eichhorn won four state bouts last year to finish fifth at this weight class. He should dominate this district with Clem, perhaps, second best. Except for Eichhorn, this is probably where you'll want to draw into for first round action. It is interesting that in the last five years champs have emerged from each of the five major districts in the state -- Northeast, Northwest, Central, Southwest and East/Southeast.

135#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: CLARK FORWARD (ARCHBOLD) 

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Jones (Martins Ferry)

3. Kleman (Lima Central Catholic)

4. Vogel (CVCA)

5. Frisch (Hopewell-Loudon)

6. Anderson (Elyria Catholic)

7. Roberts (Westfall)

8. Brink (Liberty Center)

9. Je. Jefferis (Barnesville)

10. Busbey (Lincolnview)

11. Chernett (Beachwood)

12. Grillot (Versailles)

13. Wylie (Grandview Hts.) 

14. Rizzo (Cuyahoga Hts.)

15. Stoll (Edison)

16. Whaley (West Jefferson) 

17. Zimmerman (Loudonville) 

18. Phillips (Bethel Tate)

19. Jacobs (Garaway)

20. Buchanan (Kirtland)

21. Krendl (Delphos St. John) 

22. Lambert (Columbia Station) 

23. Finkes (St. Bernard)

24. T. Gleckler (Evergreen)

25. Gertz (Lockland)

26. G. Patzakis (Richmond Hts.)

27. Gilchrist (Mogadore)

While there are certainly competing arguments, it is my view that Clark Forward is probably the best junior wrestler in Ohio. He has lost twice in his first two years of competition -- once as a freshman in a two-overtime battle in the state finals and once last year at the Top Gun on his way to his first state title. He continues to sprint up a very steeply inclined performance curve, and despite the possible presence of two state runners-up in Jones and Coljohn at this weight, he is not likely to have a close bout any time during the three-week state tournament process. Looking ahead, one could easily visualize Forward winning three state titles, and if so, he would become the 12th Ohio wrestler to be a four-time state finalist. Of the 11 to this point, eight won four state titles while three others (D. DiSabato, G. Goad and C. Musser) took three titles, but lost convincingly the other time. -

There should be excellent competition underneath Forward at Fostoria. State qualifier Kleman defeated Anderson and A. Davis on his way to a CIT title, nipped Brink in winning at the "A" Classic and decisioned Frisch (in overtime) winning at Van Buren.

If he wrestles well at the district he should be away from Forward at Wright State. Kleman missed by one point in placing at this weight class last year. State qualifiers Frisch and Busbey are back, but it is Frisch who has had a much better year. He won at Hopewell-Loudon and was second at the "A" Classic (to Forward) and Van Buren (in overtime to Kleman). He was also a semi-finalist at the MIT. Someone to watch though is Brink who at 135# should be very strong. He was a solid sixth at the MIT winning five consolation bouts, and also did well at the "A" Classic: Two dark horse candidates for qualification here are Smiley (New London) and Price (Swanton).

State runner-up Jones is a superb competitor. Already a two-time state qualifier, he was runner-up at this weight class last year losing a tough 6-4 decision to Stratos. This year he is undefeated and won the OVAC with five falls. This is a tough weight class, but he should do very well. State qualifiers Roberts, Jefferis and Wylie all return, but they were unable to win a single state bout last year. Whaley should challenge all but Jones in this top quartet, while Jacobs -- having recovered from a horrendous auto accident last year -- has lower odds of making it to Wright State. Other possibilities are Bracken (Tusky Valley) and McQuire (River Valley).

The Xenia District will not play any substantive role in the resolution of this weight class at states. Except for geographical proximity they are not close to the rest of what will be at Wright State. State qualifier Grillot returns and should lead this district, but he failed to place at Graham and may be overmatched at the state level. He lost his only bout 15-0. Phillips will be competing in Division III for the first time while Finkes and Gertz are well behind Grillot.

I'm unsure as to how it will all work out at Elyria Catholic. Vogel has been outstanding this year winning big at the Dies and finishing third at the MIT -- losing only to Division I choice Bertin 6-4 and crushing Maher (8-4), Troy Smith (10-2) and Frisch (11-4) in the consolation rounds. If he can maintain his focus he should place. Anderson is a defending district champion who was a state semi-finalist before losing to Forward and ending up sixth. He was first at Tiffin, but struggled at the CIT -- losing by fall to Kleman and Nicola and finishing sixth. Many times such anomalies are illness related I however. I was impressed with Chernett at Richmond Hts. and I think he may easily out-perform this ranking. The last berth is wide open and besides those listed, Kiss (Rootstown), Zorn (Tuslaw) and Goins (Welllington) should all be contenders

140#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: RON BAUM (SANDUSKY ST. MARY)

 TOP CONTENDERS

2. Coljohn (Independence)

3. Roberts (Chagrin Falls) 

4. Bushman (Delta)

5. Turnbaugh (Ontario)

6. Kaiser (Barnesville)

7. Woods (Elyria Catholic) 

8. Godbey (Lockland)

9. Gore (Ready)

10. Dobson (Martins Ferry) 

11. Gable (Delphos St. John) 

12. Jedick (Lutheran West)

13. Rhoades (West Jefferson)

14. Hill (Arcadia)

15. Kile (Ayresville)

16. Simpson (Eastwood)

17. Hershey (West Salem Northwesten)

18. Asterino (West Liberty Salem)

19. Smith (Cardington)

20. Barga (Versailles)

21. Carter (Loudonville)

22. Grime (Archbold)

23. A. Gleckler (Evergreen)

24. Waters (Sidney Lehman)

25. Bradstock (Wellington)

26. Batdorff (Covington)

During the decade of the '90's the eventual state champs at this class have exited from only two districts. In the even numbered years the Northwest District has triumphed while in the odd years victory has gone to a Northeast District participant. One thing is certain there is no dominant figure here as we saw in Burnett and Forward at the last two weight classes.

Clearly it's the Northwest District's turn and Ronnie Baum would seem to be a natural selection. Competing at 145# last year he was the Fostoria District champ and then won three state bouts before losing in the final to Butch Inghram. It was a strong and somewhat surprising run and boded well for his senior year. This year has not been quite as smooth as Baum, now getting co~fortable at .140#, has hit a few tough patches. However, come tourney time he should be at least a marginal favorite to move up one state notch from last year.

Tony Coljohn's year has had some interesting parallels with Baum. Coljohn who finished fifth two years ago at 125#, was at a brutal weight class last year that featured a returning state champ and three returning state runners-up. He, too, made the finals losing to Forward 6-4 for the 130# title. He, too, has had some tough bouts this year, and like Baum, has a difficult decision to make. Coljohn certified at 135#. He must decide whether to "lock heads" once more with the vastly improved Forward there, or come up to 140# where a state title probability is very likely much higher.

The district has an interesting amalgamation of competitors. Bushman, now a junior, qualified at 135# last year with a 35-3 record and won a state bout before being pinned by Erwin. This year he was third at the GMVWA losing to a Kentucky wrestler in the quarter-finals, but then trouncing him handily for third place. He won at Perrysburg, but struggled at the Top Gun twice getting pinned by relatively unknown competitors. State qualifiers Gable, Kile and Turnbaugh are also back, but it's only the last boy who has had a consistently great season. Both Gable and Kile have had some peaks and valleys, but Gable did win the "A" Classic and was third at Van Buren, but lost twice relatively early at the CIT. That's five returning qualifiers, but there are no guarantees here. Both Simpson and Hill have sparkled with Hill winning at Van Buren, Arcadia, and Gibsonburg. Add in Grime and Glecker along with Wasserman (Lakota), Schroll (McComb), Kingery (Genoa) and Wagner (Van Buren) and it should provoke some outstanding wrestling.

At Elyria Catholic I'm expecting big things from Roberts this year. At Wright

State he lost a tough 4-2 first-round decision to the powerful Erwin, and then hammered Bushman 19-2 in the first consolation round before being eliminated. He won handily at Richmond Hts. this year and has high placement potential.

Coljohn and Roberts lead at Elyria Catholic, but Woods is about due to have a breakout year. He missed state qualification by a single point last year, and was second at Tiffin and third at the CIT. His best win, though, was a tough victory over the excellent Fisher to win at Avon Lake. The last qualification spot is wide open.

It's a tightly grouped field at Marion, but I'm not sure this group has many potential place winners. Kaiser is probably the best here, but he can be inconsistent. However, he's coming off a championship at the OVAC and should be primed for state competition. Gore qualified last year as a freshman, and should return again this year. Dobson is part of that fine group of middleweights at Martins Ferry. He was fourth at the OVAC and third at Barnesville (in a tourney where Kaiser failed to place). He lost in overtime last year in his go-to-state bout. Rhoades is certainly a top contender for that last state ticket as is Smith and Langoehr. Smith, the only wrestler on the Cardington team, has participated in a number of high quality tournaments and done very respectably. .

State qualifier Godbey lost twice at Wright State last year, but performed at a high level. Both defeats were by three points to the highly regarded Kaminski and Kleman. He is 18-1 so far this year winning a number of smaller school tourneys in the Cincinnati area. I also like both state alternate Asterino and Barga. Both of them could spring a first round surprise if they are overlooked. Watch out for Waters who has moved down from 152#. He won three district bouts last year.

145#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: MARC JAMEYSON (WELLINGTON)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Corder (Cadiz)

3. Hoff (Liberty Center) 

4. Kaminski (Cardinal)

5. Tracy (Ayresville)

6. Wright (West Salem Northwestern) 

7. Weaver (Martins Ferry)

8. D. Carrizales (Delta)

9. Thomas (North Union)

10. Hoffer (Mechanicsburg)

11. Woodland (Grandview Hts.)

12. N. Patzakis (Richmond Hts.)

13. Harman (Fremont St. Joseph)

14. Stevenson (West Liberty Salem) 

15. Blevins (West Jefferson)

16. Sedivec (Elyria Catholic)

17. Byrd (Oakwood)

18. McCrate (Columbus Grove)

19. Grimes (Smithville)

20. Hagemeyer (North Baltimore) 

21. DeMaria (Stritch)

22. Wulber (Versailles)

23. Sears (Hopewell Loudon)

24. Masters (Triad)

25. Clark (Johnstown Monroe)

This is undoubtedly the most wide-open weight class in Division III and, perhaps, in the entire state this year. It's always difficult to decipher intentions, but it would not surprise me that this already variegated field would be augmented by several of the 140s.

As I kept coming up with sequels for my ever-present list making Jameyson and Corder generally headed the 145# column, although Hoff and Kaminski gathered some serious attention. The consistent Jameyson eventually was a compromise choice based primarily on the strength of his consistent performances. He has won both of the smaller tournaments entered and was a solid third at the MIT with impressive wins over Crosby, Ray and especially Ryan Smith. Last year he was fourth at 140# -- losing twice to Steffel.

I would judge Corder's credentials to be virtually equivalent to Jameyson's since he, too, was fourth last year (at 145#) losing to state champion Inghram and Quaintance. This season he won the OVAC and has had a great year after a slow first week. State qualifier Weaver will join Corder at Marion. Corder defeated him 12-4 in the district semifinals, and he lost and was eliminated in the first round of states. Three Cental District wrestlers are rated next, and I perceive them to be very closely matched. Each of them won two district bouts last year and Blevins and Woodland were just one victory from state qualification. Any of them have state placement possibilities although it will require their best efforts to manage that target.

Jameyson won't have it easy at Elyria Catholic. Kaminski appears to be a superior athlete who occasionally is victimized by an unanticipated defeat. He was 20-1 with several tourney titles before going over to Toledo Waite where he finished a disappointing 7th -- albeit in the most difficult weight class there. Last year he

transformed his district third into a pair of early round state victories before a narrow semi-final loss dropped him all the way to sixth place. While Wright may not have Jameyson's credentials he has been a most difficult opponent for him. At last year's district Jameyson escaped with a 6-4 overtime win, while this year he won at Black

River 4-3. Wright won this year at Hopewell-Loudon and Doylestown and should grab a third qualifying spot. Patzakis, Grimes and Sedivec should be the favorites for the last spot, but there may be others undetected by me who could capture that spot.

State qualifier Hoffer leads the Southwest District with a perfect 12-0 record in his own area, and a second place finish at Alder losing 4-2 to Thomas. Stevenson and Byrd are currently ahead in terms of the last two spots, but Wulber, Masters and

Vaccari (Madeira) are roughly as good. Again, this group will be seriously challenged in terms of state placement.

As I said earlier Hoff received substantial consideration as the top choice here. Last year he lost to eventual state runner-up Baum in the district finals 4-3 in two overtimes. It's interesting to speculate how Hoff might have done given Baum's draw. At any rate he won two state bouts before losing his state placement bout to Quaintance 4-3 after having pinned him in district action. Now a junior, Hoff looks to be better than last year and a favorite at this district. He was sixth at 152# at the MIT including a 7-5 win over Tracy. Tracy, also a state qualifier, got a tough draw at Wright State losing to two-time champion Anthony Ralph, and then getting bounced by two-time place winner Jeff Blanton. Hoff also beat him at the "A" Classic final at 152#, 12-8, but Tracy is still a substantial threat. Carrizales, a cousin of the 119 pounder, is a transfer from Napoleon, and has had solid success at Delta this year. He missed by one win from placing at the Top Gun and won the mammoth GMWJA. I've listed a number of other possible contenders which could also have included Welly (Fostoria St. Wendelin), Uncapher (Spencerville) and Ackerman (Monroeville).

152#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: DEAN SCHULER (DELTA) TOP CONTENDERS

2. Delamatre (Edison)

3. Sedgmer (Cadiz)

4. Charles (Wellington)

5. Petersen (Garretsville Garfield) 

6. Ward (Martins Ferry)

7. Cook (Aurora)

8. Angle (Ridgewood)

9. Schierloh (Lockland)

10. Milby (Worthington Christian)

11. Pajestka (Cuyahoga Hts.) 

12. Polk (Milbury Lake)

13. Tacosik (Union Local)

14. Miller (Hopewell Loudon)

15. Rismiller (Versailles)

16. McKean (Black River)

17. Reineck (Fremont St. Joseph)

18. Hummel (Brookville)

19. Haney (Sandy Valley)

20. Ramirez (Eastwood)

21. Nussbaum 

21. Salem Northwestern)

22. Anthony (Columbia Station)

23. Karr (Tinora)

24. Knight (Miami East)

25. Garza (Hicksville)

26. Hirt (Reading)

My top two choices both are from the Northwest District, both were state qualifiers last year, and both wrestled in classes other than Division III in 1997. Schuler, my top pick, is a junior who transferred from Toledo Whitmer where he was a Division I state qualifier and, in fact, defeated Ryan Fair in the first round. Now at Delta he won at the GMVWA pinning state qualifier Kapustka and also at Perrysburg with a 20-7 major decision. He was a finalist at the Top Gun, but lost to Vince Zmith in overtime for his only defeat of the year.

Delamatre was a Division" qualifier at Milan Edison - which slipped barely under the enrollment limit and moved to Division III this year - and he, too, won his first round state bout before losing to eventual state champion Anderson. This year he was second the opening week at Edison, but won at Bellevue, Marion Harding and Toledo Central Catholic. I thought he might certify at 145# where he would probably have been the favorite, but he will wrestle here instead. A major plus is that should all go about as anticipated at the district level, he and Schuler would not meet until the state finals. One interesting note -- 25 years ago Robin Rayfeld, the Delta coach, placed at the state level for the first time by defeating a Milan Edison wrestler. He's hoping Schuler will be able to do the same thing.

Somewhat ironically, the rest of the Fostoria District is very weak. I've singled out Miller, Reineck and Polk as potentially the last three qualifiers, but they are nowhere near the level of a Schuler or Delamatre. For one of the few times in this forecast it must be reported that there is little depth in the Northwest District.

Lucas Sedgmer heads a solid contingent of 152s out of the Marion District. Last year he entered the district with 10 losses - certainly a relatively large number at that juncture -- but swept through the competition to take a district title, and then won his first two bouts at state before losing to James Miller. However, two additional victories, including a fall over Charles, netted him a third place medal as a sophomore. This year he took the OVAC title at 152# going back-to back with teammate Corder. Chris Ward is up five weight classes this year after qualifying at 125# last year. He was second to Sedgmer at the OVAC and won at Barnesville, but was upset by Tacosik in the final at Bellaire St. John. Milby and stat~ qualifier Angle are positioned for the last two spots, but Tacosik and Haney have both demonstrated upset potential. This will be a strong qualifying quartet with Riffle (North Union), Gerdeman (Hartley) and Smurden (Grandview Hts.) waiting in the wings.

Charles had a great junior year. He ended up with 38 wins, a district runner-up trophy and a fourth place state medal. Sedgmer beat him twice in the state meet, but he had four other victories. He was third at the MIT -- losing only to the excellent Lange -- and defeating Angle on a major decision, and won at Black River and Buckeye. I'll be interested to see how well he does against Schuler and Delamatre. One of the best "unknown" wrestlers in Division III is the unheralded Chris Petersen. Already a two-time state qualifier, he has won at Jackson-Milton, Aurora, Cardinal and the Dies this year against generally tough opposition. Last year he lost an overtime decision in the state quarter-finals to eventual runner-up Baum, and ended up fifth. He is not someone you want to overlook. Cook is also relatively unknown. He had an excellent season last year with good state placement potential when injury cut him down before the sectionals. This year he beat Hoff to win at Hudson at 152# and also won at Aurora, but was injured at Clyde. I've ranked four other possibilities, but Straube (Kirtland), Opalich (Hawken), and Schmidt (Wood ridge) also deserve consideration.

There are no returning, state qualifiers at Xenia, but Schierloh was the state alternate at 145# and has complied a 17-1 record this season. He should be the pacesetter here with Rismiller and Hummel from long-time Division III powerhouses as next best.

160#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: DUSTIN WILSON (BARNESVILLE)

 TOP CONTENDERS

2. Robinson (Manchester)

3. Clark (Union Local)

4. Esposito (Chagrin Falls)

5. Mauser (Aurora) 

6. Shawley (Tinora)

7. Bonnigson (Margaretta)

8. Alexander (Grandview Hts.) 

9. Marsh (Richmond Hts.) 

10. Ehrsam (Delta)

11. Walton (Hawken)

12. Garcia (Edison)

13. Rhodes (Versailles)

15. Hoylman (West Liberty Salem) 

16. Goble (Black River)

17. Kirkland (Ready)

18. Friscone (Columbia Station) 

19. Wigfield (Tusky Valley)

20. D. Statzer (Tri-County North) 

21. Vicente (Cincinnati Country Day) 

22. May (Mohawk)

23. Brierly (Ridgewood) 

24. Kirby (Grand Valley)

25. Good (Mechanicsburg)

26. Schnitkey (Archbold)

14. Blankemeyer (Columbus Grove)

I am always delighted when questions which would seem not to be amenable to analysis turn out to have a strong quantitative and data directed answer. For example, on November 16,1532, the Incan emperor Atahuallpa, the absolute monarch of the largest and most advanced state in the New World, met with the Spaniard conquistador Francisco Pizarro at Cajamarca. Pizarro led 168 Spanish soldiers in completely unfamiliar terrain more than 1,000 miles from possible reinforcements while Atahuallpa was in the middle of his own empire of several million subjects and immediately surrounded by his army of 80,000 soldiers. And yet, within eight months the Spaniards took control of the entire Incan empire. How is it not only that Pizarro emerged victorious, but that it came to be that Pizarro traveled there to capture Atahuallpa rather than Atahuallpa going to Spain and capturing King Charles L It turns out that modern analysis can answer fully, or in part, this and related questions (see Guns. Germs. and Steel by Jared Diamond) in a manner that utilizes data analysis and reasoning in wonderfully clever ways. So it is that in many cases questions involving performance levels and final outcomes could probably be more completely and accurately answered had we but the time and data to contemplate and analyze.

Unfortunately those level of resources are rarely available to forecasters, and so at 160# logic must give way to guesswork and intuition because the contestants are so closely matched with little to differentiate them. And maybe that's not so bad since much of the charm of sport is the uncertainty and unpredictability of the outcome.

There are probably five participants (or likely more) who could win the state title at 160#. Wilson was fourth at Wright State last year at this weight - losing in overtime in the semi-finals. This year he took the coveted OV AC title and has compiled an enviable record blemished only by a loss to local rival Clark':'" who he has beaten twice.

Robinson is a two-time state qualifier who finished fifth last year winning four bouts during the proceeding. This year he got off to a slow start because of Manchester's extended football season which saw them lose the state title in five overtimes. He was a semi-finalist at 171# at the MIT, but wore down on the second day, and finished sixth. Since then he has dropped to 160# and finished second to my Division II choice, Biel, at Dolestown and fifth at the Dies. He still is not hitting on all cylinders, but should do so by tourney time. Incidentally he lost to Wilson in last year's consolation finals in overtime.

At Marion, Wilson must contend with former state qualifiers Clark and Alexander. He and Clark have had a spirited rivalry this year which has generated some close, relatively high scoring bouts. Brierly, Wigfield, and Kirkland look to be vying for that last ticket with Comisford (Johnstown Northridge ) another possibility.

. Robinson faces some excellent opposition at Elyria Catholic. Esposito qualified at 145# last year, but a one point opening round loss and failure to reach the

consolation round gave him only one state bout. This year he is undefeated at 16-0 with wins at Richmond Hts. (over Marsh) and Brooklyn. Mauser was a tremendously talented youth wrestler who has some injury problems. Last year he still reached the state level at 140# and was second to Petersen at Aurora. On a hot weekend he could gain a very high place. Marsh last year also competed at the state meet losing twice (16-0,15-13). He was second at both Richmond Hts. and Kenston. The excellent Walton could be left out here, and that would be a shame. He lost to Esposito 4-2 in the first round of districts, and then in his go-to-state bout lost 1-0 in two overtimes

The Xenia District again returns no state qualifiers (last year only seniors qualified at 145#, 152# and 160#). State alternate Rhodes and Hoylman look to be strongest here with Statzer, Vincente and Hirt hoping to capture the third and final qualifying spot. This group is unlikely to cause consternation at the state level.

It's very interesting at Fostoria. Garcia really does not compete against many Division III wrestlers -- and so it is difficult to judge how well he will perform. He did defeat state qualifier Bonnigson 7-3 in the SBC Duals, but has been less than scintillating at other times -- losing, for example, to Goble. Here is clearly a time when more and better analysis is needed. Bonnigson ended the year with 17 losses, including two at the state meet. He had more defeats than any other state qualifier which indicates his resiliency and his ability to win at critical junctures. He gave up 16 points in both his losses, but would not be pinned. Shawley is an intriguing candidate. Last year he took a 31-3 record into district competition, but lost to eventual state champ Tony Cooke in the quarter-finals. Bonnigson knocked him out of the second round of consolations in overtime. At the MIT Shawley took the excellent Division I wrestler Ryan Fair into overtime before losing in the first round and then won four consolation bouts before Melaragno tripped him up. Blankemeyer won both the "A" Classic and Van Buren while Ehrsam did well at the Top Gun. There shouldn't be too many challengers beneath this group.

171#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: BRIAN ENDICOTT (ELMWOOD) TOP CONTENDERS

2. Morgan (Columbia Station) 

3. Sintobin (Delta)

4. Dew (Sandusky ST. Mary)

5. Penson (Richmond Hts.)

6. Wasiniak (Norwalk ST. Paul) 

7. Kincaid (Waynesville)

8. Sands (Hawken)

9. Lee (Tusky Valley)

10. Bosco (Archbold)

11. Wagner (Springfield CC) 

12. Lance (Loudonville)

13. Dempsey (Delphos ST. John)

14. Stebleton (Berne Union) 

15. Anderson (Bethel-Tate) 

16. Mattmuller (Aurora)

17. Baker (Bridgeport)

18. Buchanan (Kirtland)

19. Thacker (Lakota)

20. Frank (Grandview Hts.) 

21. Crosier (Barnesville)

22. Schuller (Monroeville)

23. Peltier (Sidney Lehman) 

24. Beckett (Shadyside)

25. Statzer (Tri-County North)

This is not one of the stronger weight classes in Division III with only four returning state qualifiers and no returning state place winners. Each district is relatively well balanced so that it is unlikely that the numbers game will keep some really qualified wrestlers from making it to Wright State. -

I was tremendously impressed with Brian Endicott at the MIT. He was a returning state qualifier it is true, but he had only finished fourth in his district and it had been two and out at Wright State -- although he drew Rowlands first and then Robinson, who defeated him by just 2-1. At the MIT he barged through the first three rounds, setting up a meeting with my Division II choice, Zeb Miller, in the semi-finials. For the first four minutes Endicott controlled the bout leading 9-4 at that juncture. Then Miller wore him down in the last stanza, eventually triumphing 12-10. Nonplussed, Endicott won two smashing consolation bouts over Smith and Bauer to finish third. Assuming an increase in stamina he's the one to beat.

At Elyria Catholic, Morgan, also a returning state qualifier, has assumed the lead position. He is undefeated this year with wins at Columbia Station and Buckeye, and has rarely been challenged. Penson and Sands both compiled outstanding seasons and seem in line for state qualification. Sands has won at Hawken and Canal Fulton the latter including a win over Adeniyi-Bada -- while Penson was first at Richmond Hts. and fourth at a tough Kenston weight class. Lance would seem to have the inside track for the fourth berth, but will meet substantial competition in that quest.

Endicott will face a varied assortment of foes at Fostoria. As always, there is yet another Sintobin at Delta, and this one is also very good. Last year as a sophomore he escaped the tough 160# district with one-point victory for the fifth qualifying spot. He showed substantial resilience after losing his semi-final 9-8 to Tracy and then being beaten by two points by Endicott in the consolation semi-finals. He did win a state bout, but lost in the consolations again to Tracy. This year he has been in three rugged tournament -- third at the GMVWA, third at Perrysburg and sixth at the Top Gun. Dew has been somewhat erratic this year, but he can perform. He had a very tough draw at last year's 189# district. He lost 6-5 to eventual state runner-up Bostleman, and when Bostleman lost in overtime in the next round he was eliminated while in the stands. Wasiniak should also qualify but there is a real logjam for the fifth spot. Besides those listed consider Everhart (Mohawk), Miller (Plymouth), and Borer (Calvert).

The Marion District is very weak. I've struggled to come up with suitable names which is generally the opposite problem I face. Most districts have more reasonable state candidates than state berths at virtually every weight class. The real question is deciding which of the group is most deserving. This is not an issue at 171#. Lee probably came closest to state qualification last year winning two consolation bouts after a first round loss, but falling 12-0 in his go to state bout. This year he has been dominating in that area southeast of Canton and should qualify easily. The other three berths are wide - open.

State qualifier Kincaid leads the field at Xenia, and he should do very well here again this year. He traveled to the MIT to broaden his competitive horizons indicating a strong desire to win. Wagner has been very good this year and should capture a qualifying ticket. However, there has not been a lot of interaction between various geographical segments of this district, so its not clear as to the relative ranking of those listed.

189#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: TOM ROWLANDS (READY) TOP CONTENDERS

2. Engel (Reading)

3. Bostleman (Archbold)

4. Sutter (Grandview Hts)

5. Tracy (Ayresville)

6. Whitesel (Black River)

7. Robinson (Richmond Hts)

8. Schreiber (Cuyahoga Hts.)

9. Dell (Spencerville)

10. Bruney (Martins Ferry)

11. Charmley (Independence) 

12. Rutherford (Streetsboro) 

13. Gallaro (Sandusky ST. Mary)

14. Pohlman I Wietholter (Versailles) 

15. Symczak (Genoa)

16. Orlando (Wickliffe)

17. Sharpe (Greeneview)

18. Smith (Delta)

19. Wells (Monroe Central)

20. Hedges (Deer Park) 

21. Border (Ridgewood)

22. Gery (Carey)

23. Skowronsky (Columbia Station) 

24. D. J. Grewell (Newcomerstown)

25. Bindel (Lima Central Catholic) 

26. Apking (Preble Shawnee)

I always have just a little feeling of uneasiness when a weight class looks to be essentially a three-man contest. What it means is that someone is going to get a significant advantage by being paired away from the other two top contenders. I mean there's nothing anyone can do about it -- its inherent in the pairings system overwhelmingly favored in the United States -- but there's always just a little hint on inequity in the way it resolves championships. In this particular case we have state titlist Engel, his finals opponent last year state runner-up Bostleman, and last year's third place medalist at 160# , Rowlands. My view here is that Engel probably should be the one with the easier half-bracket based on his level of previous state performance.

Engel capped a marvelous 41-0 season I~st year by sweeping through four bouts at Wright State last year the closest of which was a 5-1 finals victory over Bostleman. Since the school classification split in 1971, no small school Cincinnati upper weight wrestler had ever won a state title. This year Engel has been equally outstanding reeling of nineteen consecutive wins including a major title at the SWOCA (his second) with a sterling win over the excellent Division I competitor, McCaffrey.

And, yet, I think Rowlands may be better. A 125-pound state qualifier just two years ago he has blossomed into a devastatingly quick upper-weight competitor. He was third last year at 160# and over the summer was Cader national champion in both free-style and Greco-Roman competition. This year his only loss was to Division II state champion Nick Preston in overtime. He won the CIT and the Top Gun -- beating Bostleman 20-8. He is not a big 189-pounder, but then neither is Egel. Their bout, will . be a sensational match-up.

Bostleman has lost to both of the top ranked wrestlers, but cannot be overlooked in this contest. Since Engel, Rowland, and Bostleman are all likely to be district champs the pairing could be such that Bostleman would be in the half-bracket opposite the other two. The winner of an Engle-Rowlands semi-final might be so depleted both mentally and physically that the very solid Bostleman might prevail. Don't get me wrong, Bostleman is very good, but he is probably in the normal course of events a half step behind the other two.

All three state qualifiers and the state alternate last year return at this same weight in the Xenia District. That should not bother Engel since he had three first period falls and a 22-7 victory in his four bouts -- but is does create good competition for the last two spots. State qualifier and district runner-up Sharpe was only second at Bellbrook and fourth at Trenton Edgewood, and may be vulnerable. State qualifier Wietholter has not been in the starting line-up on a consistent basis, and has been replaced by Pohlman -- second to Sanders in overtime at Graham. State alternate Hedges also returns and needs to get a better district pairing. Last year Engel, Hedges, and Wietholter were in the same half-bracket at district, and Sharpe got something of a free pass to the finals. Apking was also in that same crowded half-bracket and he could challenge this year.

Bostleman's primary competition at Fostoria is likely to be Adam Tracy -- sixth at 160# last year. Tracy is a wrestler who loves to flurry, and score a lot of points quickly, but, of course, he can give them up as well. He lost to Rowlands last year 14-6, and Bostleman was just too sharp on his feet as he won 17-8 in the "An Classic final. At the MIT he was a second-round loser to the excellent Norton wrestler Tim Davis in the second round 19-16, but then three consolation bouts before losing to Salsberry 14-10. I think you see a pattern here. There is a big drop-off after this top d.uo with Dell Gallaro, Smith, Symczak, Gery and Bindel all battling for the last three spots. Also possible contenders are Shamhart, (Huron), Howard (Woodmore) and Bryant (Riverdale).

Sutter will be reasonable competition for Rowlands at Marion. A state qualifier at 171# last year he lost to the eventual state runner-up in the quarter- finals in overtime. He was a strong fourth at the MIT and has high potential again. This top duo is well ahead of everyone else here. OVAC runner-up Bruney is probably a marginal favorite for the third spot, but there are plenty of other challengers -- like those ranked and Farthing (West Jefferson), and Harsh (Jonathon Alder).

With Bostleman, Rowlands, and Engel each heading a district they all will be looking to draw in the same half-bracket with the Elyria Catholic champ. The identity of that wrestler is not nearly so clear- cut. There are no returning state qualifiers and no one can be said to have dominated. Whitesel won three district bouts last year and has taken titles at Buckeye, Tri-West and Black River. He lost his go-to-state bout 1-0. Schreiber, who I nearly overlooked until he won so decisively at St. Marys, is 22-2 with something like an 80% pin ratio. Last year he won two district bouts. Robinson is right with this group -- losing to Whitesel 7-4 last year - and finishing second at Richmond Hts., and fifth at Kenston - losing twice by one point to Delguyd. Rutherford, Orlando and Charmley would seem to be the only serious contender for the last state berth.

215#

PROJECTED CHAMPION: WAYNE CHAPPELL (STREETSBORO)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Goldsbury (Ready)

3. Courtad (Aurora)

4. Myers (Wellington)

5. Young (Delta)

6. Orr (Bluffton)

7. McHugh (Chagrin Falls)

8. R. Grewell (Newcomerstown)

9. Daring (Carey)

10. Wesson (Shenandoah)

11. Wilhelmy (W. Salem Northwestern)

12. Hershberger (Garaway)

13. Lingruen (Liberty Center)

14. Ky. Whitling (Tusky Valley)

15. Reichert (Versailles)

16. Meade (Ayresville) 

17. Hopkins (Smithville)

18. Nolan (Norwalk St. Paul)

19. Fetter (Covington)

20. Tank (Genoa)

21. Flora (Miami East)

22. McCoy (North Union)

23. Pierce (Steubenville Central Catholic 

24. Rahe (Indian Hills)

25. Hale (Springfield Northeastern) 

26. Mirsalis (Richmond Hts)

There are a wide variety of ways to evaluate individual wrestlers and develop some appropriate set of rankings. Clearly, though, the most powerful tool is examining head-to-head match ups where the top contenders have faced off against one another. Unfortunately wrestlers from different parts of the state often do not compete with one another -- especially in Division III -- so that match-ups where they exist at all are from the previous year It is better than in the past when the vast majority of teams wrestled,

at most, one tournament and followed a schedule of local dual meets until state tourney time. Nonetheless, most match-ups are from last year's state tournament process and I remain wary as to their significance - especially in the upper weight classes. But they are better than nothing and must be viewed in the context of either improving or declining performance in the current season.

This is particularly true at 215# where many of the top contenders have met the past two seasons with results that are in some ways contradictory. During the early portion of the year I had pretty well locked in on Wayne Chappell as my top choice. After all, he is a district champ who finished an unexpected third at 215# last year, and whose point total was the difference between a state team title and fifth place. He did this winning two overtime bouts and an 8-7 squeaker. At the MIT he was runner-up to Hampton, and wrestled well throughout the tourney.

However, two other wrestlers have had breakout seasons. Dustin Goldsbury, a 189# state qualifier last year, won at Ready and then was second to Division II choice Weilbacher at both the CIT and Top Gun. In that stretch he has had a number of big wins including those over Cronin and, significantly, Chappell, 11-7. Courtad has also blossomed. He has won at Aurora, Clyde and Brecksville facing topnotch competition. Last year Chappell defeated him 17-3 at the sectional level, but that is clearly not an appropriate metric now. Factor in state placer R. Myers who has had a rock solid year, and the resurgent Young who has had a chance to wrestle on a regular basis, and suddenly everything is in doubt.

Chappell, Courtad, and Myers are a terrific trio at Elyria Catholic. Myers has had the same kind of quiet year as in 1997 when he was fifth at Wright State -- except he's been even better. He won at Black River and Buckeye and was fourth at the MIT -- losing his only two bouts of the year to Tanner in both the championship and consolation round. McHugh, only a 10th grader, has tremendous athletic ability. He was second at Richmond Hts. and first at Brooklyn, and could challenge for state place this year. Next year he's going to be right at the top of the list. Wilhelmy had a tough district losing 6-5 to Otero and 8-6 to Courtad after a very fine junior season. This year .he won at Doylestown, but he was hammered at Black River by Myers. He will have to be in peak form or get a huge pairings break to unseat one of my top four here.

Goldsbury is the clear leader at Marion although this is a very representative field. State qualifier Wesson transferred from West Liberty$alem to Shenendoah and has done well winning at Barnesville, finished second to West Virginia state champ Pratz at Shadyside, and again losing to Pratz to finish third at the OVAC. He'll be challenged by a trio of fine 215s all from the same general geographical area in

Whitling, Hershberger and Grewell. Last year Goldsbury defeated Grewell 15-14 in their go-to-state bout, while Hershberger lost by three in the same situation. When they come that close the previous year you kind of hope they make it the next time.

However, that's five solid candidates and there are still McCoy, Pierce, Grear

(Barnesville), C. Schwind (West Jeffeson) and Catera (River Valley) with state potential here. Based on the their high scoring efforts in the past this weight class should capture fans' attention from the very first round.

The Xenia District, on the other hand, does not appear to be nearly so strong. There are no returning state qualifiers and no one has taken a dominating position in the area. My top choice is the senior Reichert who competed at heavy weight last year. Flora and Fetters made it to the consolation semi-finals at 215# last year, and that's probably credentials enough to make them slim favorites for the last two qualifying spots. Rahe, Hall, and Kelch (Batavia) are other possibilities.

There is an interesting mix of talent at Fostoria. Young, who eventually ended up at 189# last year, has crafted a fine season at 215#. He was third at the powerful GMWl/A losing only to my Division I choice Hensley in the semi-finals. That was followed by a title at Perrysburg and a solid performance at the Top Gun where he placed after a narrow 2-1 loss to Chapppell in the quarter-finals. Orr defeated Daring twice in recent weeks -- by fall to win the "Au Classic and in overtime 12-10, to win at VanBuren. He was also second at Northwood to Division I state runner-up Ciesinski 22-10. Daring has those two final losses to Orr, but won at Hopewell Loudon and was sixth at the MIT -- losing, however, by fall to Chappell and Myers. Lingruen, Nolan and Meade have all had some successes this year and have state qualification capabilities. Tank heads a secondary list that also includes Dominique (Archbold), Smarr (Arcadia), and Steffenhagen (Margaretta).

HVY.

PROJECTED CHAMPION: ROB TURNER (KIRTLAND)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Tayor (Delta)

3. Box (Liberty Center)

4. Davis (Carey)

5. Ray (Sherwood Fairview)

6. Dawson (Wellington)

7. Ku. Whitling (Tusky Valley)

8. Hadlock (Black River)

9. Clepper (Batavia)

10. N. Schwind (West Jefferson) 

11. Bowers (Pleasant)

12. Lampe (Sidney Lehman) 

13. Palomo (Margaretta)

14. Kisilewicz (Columbia Station)

15. Kiba (Smithville)

16. Krill (Edgerton)

17. Krisha (New London)

18. Lewis (North Union)

19. Link (Versailles)

20. Morrison (Aurora)

21. Wallace (West Liberty Salem) 

22. Murphy (Springfield CC) 

23. Bailey (Jonathan Alder)

24. Shirkey (Archbold)

25. Farber (Sandy Valley)

All of us would like to live in a world where perfect justice prevails, but real life has personally taught each of us that capriciousness, unfairness and error exist almost everywhere. Somehow, though, perhaps because the rules are totally defined, most fans expect something akin to perfection when it comes to athletic contests. A thousand excellently refereed bouts are quickly forgotten, but one that is totally bollixed endures seemingly forever. I'm no different. It's still nettles me, for example, that Lamar Washington was the victim of horrendous officiating in the state finals - and that was eight years ago.

All of this is prelude to one of the most intriguing rematches likely to occur at Wright State. Dean Taylor finished second at heavyweight as a freshman, thanks in part to a tremendous draw, and then last year took the title winning three one-point decisions in the process. He was immeasurably aided by some incomprehensible refereeing in the semi-finals where Kirtland's Rob Turner, despite being the complete aggressor, was twice penalized for stalling in a 2-1 loss to Taylor. It was one of those bouts where an objective observer (I, after all, had chosen Taylor to win) could only shake his head in despair. In an otherwise marvelously officiated tournament, it won my vote for "stinker of the year."

Taylor is a very small heavyweight (he originally certified at 189# last year) who has tremendous youth wrestling experience. Physically small and unimposing, he nonetheless crushes opponents' mistakes in a big hurry. He's best, however, in close matches where he seems to have an uncanny sense as to how to maneuver the officiating and pick up critical stalling points while not endangering himself. He will certify at 21S#, but likely be at heavyweight where his slightly suspect conditioning is generally not as apparent. Taylor has been solid all year, winning the giant GMWVA with ease including an 18-second pin the final. Only a junior, he will be-favored by many.

Rob Turner has grown into a 6'S", 270-pound giant with tremendous strength and good athleticism. An all-state football player headed for Purdue, he ended up third last year with four dominating wins and the controversial loss to Taylor. Interestingly, he beat McDonald 10-2 in the district finals, while Taylor defeated the same opponent 6-S for the state crown. Turner's biggest problem this year has been a lack of competition. He won the MIT with four falls, none extending him into the third period.

To win he will have to pressure Taylor from the start and make it clear who is the aggressor. Should he get a takedown, his ability to turn people should be an enormous advantage.

The Fostoria District has a number of heavyweights with placement potential, but none that should unduly trouble Taylor. He has beaten them all in the past. In particular the trio of Box, Ray and Davis are all about equal, and certainly next best here. Box was runner-up at the MIT this year including wins over Dawson and Clepper, and then lost in overtime to Davis in the "A" Classic finials. He was a state qualifier last year as a freshman winning one state bout. Davis is a smaller, quicker heavyweight who also made it to Wright State last year winning two bouts -- and losing 7-1 to Turner. Taylor defeated him 21-10 in the district bout. He did not place at the MIT, but as mentioned earlier, defeated Box at the "A" Classic. Ray, also a state qualifier, was an exciting third at the MIT over Dawson and has won several smaller tourneys. Taylor also defeated Ray 7-2 last year at sectionals, while Turner pinned him in 20 seconds. That leaves the last qualifying berth relatively wide open.

Turner should not be challenged at Elyria Catholic. State qualifier Dawson and Hadlock are roughly equivalent as they have split a pair of bouts this year ~ Dawson winning at Black River and Hadlock at Buckeye. Dawson was fourth at the MIT losing to both Box and Ray. Again, the last berth is up for grabs with the eventual place winner likely to come from the trio of Kisilewicz, Kiba and Morrison.

The other two districts Xenia and Marion -- are substantially weaker. State qualifier Clepper should dominate at Xenia. He was fifth at the MIT, but was pinned by both Box and Ray. He has tremendous size, and can punish mistakes in a big hurry. The quartet rated from this district -- Lampe, Link, Murphy, and Wallace -- rate substantially behind Clepper and will not match up well with most qualifiers from other districts.

Kurt Whiting had a tough draw at Wright State last year, and was never really in either of his bouts. This year he has continued to dominate his local area and definitely has low placement potential. Schwind has made vast improvement and will be Whitling's top challenger. Bowers probably has the best shot at the third spot, but there are other possibilities with Lewis in the forefront of the group.

TEAMS

Delta -- Like St. Edward in Division I, this is a team that towers over its

competition. They have an opportunity to surpass Ready's amazing 1982 record of 119 points - accomplished with only four places being awarded in 13 weight classes. Had they chosen to wrestle their best line-up last year, they would very likely be going for their third consecutive team title - something that has never happened in Division III. Their strength is A. Carrizales, Taylor, Bushman, Schuler, Stutz and Sintobin, but D. Carrizales, Ehrsam, Young and Smith could also help'out. An awesome team that returns most of its stars next year.

Ready--I suppose' it is conceivable that if Delta goes into a death spiral and everything goes perfectly for Ready that they could steal away the team title -but I wouldn't wager on it. My guess is that Haimerl, Rowlands and Goldsbury are their only state scorers, but what a trio -- all could be state finalists. Gore could be a helper while Dembinski, Kirkland and Castorano are long shots.

Sandusky St. Mary -- They have been in the Top Ten the past six years (the longest streak in Division III). and have been in fifth place or better five of the six times. They generally have done it on a team basis with a lot of qualifiers and scorers. This year it should be more individual with two-time champ Jared Opfer leading the way with younger brother Drew, Baum, Dew and the two Sean Finnerans (at 103# and 125#). Remember, this squad was 6% points from a team title last year without getting a point from one of the senior stars.

Wellinqton -- A team that goes quietly about its business of scoring lots of team points. Three placers return from last year in Jameyson, Charles and Myers, and Dawson was a qualifier. Add in possible help from Ketchum, Bradstock and Goins and this is easily a top five squad.

Aurora - A team that is difficult to peg because of the weight changes and some inconsistent wrestling. However, the big five of Fink, Formanek, Cook, Courtad and Mauser is impressive. They could better this ranking by a couple of places.

Elyria Catholic -- That outstanding freshman class is now seniors and it's about time they put up some big numbers. Burnett is good for close to 30 points and Anderson, Woods and Cecil should score. too. If Sedivec can contribute, they will do very well.

Independence – Theywere fifth last year and could duplicate that feat in 1998. Aliega and Coljohn are the core nucleus, but Jordan has state experience, too. Both Charmley and the younger Coljohn could also play a role hrere.

Archbold - Forward is about as certain of collecting 25 points as you can get, while Bostleman should be a top three placer That !eaves the brothers Grime, Bosco and Shirkey to help out. It doesn't look like it’ll be enough to make the top five.

Martins Ferry  - They have a solid line-up from 112# to 152# with Bruney at 189# as possible help. The Kay man is state; runner-up Dan Jones, but Dobson. Ware, Weaver, Curnes, Dobson, Ward and the Roths are all of state qualifying caliber. The issue is whether they can score at that level.

Grandview Hts. -- This is a team that has a history of getting a lot of people to the state meet, but net scoring a lot there. The last two years they've been 16th and 15th -- not bad; but they can do better.  Suttef and Lorenz, could score heavily, al1d Alexander and the Coffmans are strong, Add in Wylie, 'Woodland and Frank and this is a team with top five potential- but I've said that before.

Manchester -- It's pretty much a two-man team, but Robinson and Fazio could both be finalists. It's difficult to see who else could help at this level.

Cadiz -- Corder and Sedgner are a dynamite back-to-back combii1ation that should score heavily at Wright State.  If Brooks is for real and Bittinger can help out they'll move up a few places

Bamesville -- I'll never forget 1984 when this team came from nowhere to win a state team title. It won't happen this year, but WIlson, Jeff Jefferis and Kaiser are very good and Greer, Francis,  Lucas and Jason Jefferis could help

Lima Central Catholic- Boyd and Kleman are the linchpins of this team, but younger teammates like Bindel and Fedeli may be ready to contribute.
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